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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Committee Members 2014/15 

 President Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Richelle Adams  476 1302 
 Treasurer Rodger Clarkson 473 6053 
 Chief Guide/Transport Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Andy Cunningham 482 1066 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 0272 864836 
 Social Convener/ Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
  Daytrip Convenor Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Website Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Tomas Sobek 
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Take a few minutes and peruse the DOC website for their four year 
strategic plan - called the "Statement of Intent". Herein lies the 
strategic direction and priorities for the next few years. The strategy 
is underpinned by five key outcomes: 

Diversity of our Natural Heritage 
Our history is Protected and brought back to Life 
More people Participate in Recreation 
More people Engage with Conservation 
Conservation Gains from Business Partnerships 
all leading to the ultimate outcome: New Zealand is the Greatest 
Living Space on Earth. 

Digging deeper into each of these outcomes, DoC has set itself 
some Key Performance Indicators to track their success. The 
desired outcome gives some insight to the drivers and priorities for 
the next three years. Alongside this Outcome model sits a Growth 
Framework. What sits at the base of this framework "Maximising 
conservation growth from our existing work and partnerships" 
supports the other key growth areas. 

The KPI drivers give a clear indication of the direction DoC is 
heading - the outcomes above have KPI's that set a direction of 
"steady as she goes", except one. The KPI's for the last one - 
Business Partnerships. This has universal growth as key success. 
DoC wants to increase its engagement with the commercial sector. 

Has this desire to increase its commercial savvy come at a cost to 
traditional conservation values? It's hard to see how commercial 
development in the short term increases conservation values on a 
global basis. The Otago Conservation Board has won a landmark 
decision by the Ombudsman - DoC contravened its own National 
Park Management Plan to grant commercial activities in excess of 
the stated limits. An example perhaps of the commercial drivers 
becoming too dominant.  

This is an opinion piece and does not necessarily represent the views of the 

OTMC. 

Ross Hunt 
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Canyon Creek/Ahuriri Feb 21-22 2015 

Eleven brave souls ventured along with me on my first trip as a trip leader into 
Canyon Creek!    We left Dunedin on Friday night in a nearly ancient 4WD van 
complete with the club trailer, stopping in Oamaru for takeaways.  Shortly after 
Oamarama, we reached Birchwood road.  It was here where the 4WD was quite 
handy, as Birchwood road was quite rough in places.  We spent Friday night 
camped at the Ahuriri base hut, though I don’t think many of us found very flat 
ground.  It was a beautiful, mild, dry night - perfect for being in a bivvy bag or 
even braving the elements.  It was, in fact, a little too dry as there was absolute-
ly no water in the tank at the hut.   

Once we got going Saturday morning, we made excellent time up Canyon creek 
along the very clearly marked route (marker poles/cairns the entire way).  After 
a lunch stop just after reaching the main canyon creek valley floor at ~1300, all 
12 of us decided to drop our packs and tackle the side trip up to the unnamed 
lake at ~1650m.  There was a bit of a scramble to start, but then it was a 
steady steep rocky climb, a bit of scree sidling and climbing over some more 
rocks before we reached our destination - a beautiful aqua blue alpine lake sur-
rounded by snow and stark rocks.  Four hearty individuals (Tomas, Dylan, myself 
and Maria) had a quick “refreshing” dip before we started our return journey 
back down to the valley floor as the clouds started coming in.  I must admit I 
was pleased we all made the journey, as reaching the lake had been one of my 
primary goals on the trip. 

After picking up our packs, it was just a wee bit farther up the valley to the rock 
bivouac where we set up camp.  The weather started to turn, with the wind pick-
ing up and a few spots of rain coming in.  Tents were assembled in rapid time, 
with dinner cooked very shortly thereafter, with many of us seeking the relative 
shelter of our tents fairly early in the evening.  My food group (Dylan, Tomas, 
Lun and myself) somehow managed to squeeze into the well walled off smaller 
section of the rock bivouac for an “intimate” dinner setting (someone had really 
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put some time into making the back of the bivouac weatherproof - there was 
mud and grass in-between the rocks, and grass scattered on the floor) .  When 
the rain really started to pour, the other eight quickly took refuge on the other 
side of the bivouac - although it wasn’t quite as protected from the weather 
due to its larger size.  Kudos to Brad who slept in the bivouac on Saturday 
night. 

Sunday morning dawned misty, and the group split up with 10 of us tackling 
the climb over the saddle into the Ahuriri, and 2 having a more leisurely walk 
back down Canyon creek to the carpark, stopping on the way to chat with and 
impress a group of guided tourists who had been camped further down the val-

ley from us on 
Saturday night. 

Those of us on 
the saddle had a 
fairly long day 
involving more 
off track climb-
ing, sidling, bush 
bashing, and 
route finding 
while making 
several refer-
ences to Moirs 
guide North 
(thankfully Brad 

had a copy of the 8th edition, which provided a much more complete descrip-
tion than the 7th) (it was a learning trip).  Spending some time on the saddle 
taking in the views of the Ahuriri was definitely a highlight.  After initially start-
ing too high, we found the route into the Ahuriri, which has obviously been trav-
eled many times before, as it was fairly straightforward to follow once we 
picked it up. 

We then had a long, flat, hot walk on Sunday afternoon through the Ahuriri 
back to the car park.  Thankfully Tomas found a swimming hole just before the 
track junction (approximately 20 min from the car park), which provided some 
much needed relief from the heat! 
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The 10 of us were greeted at the van by our party of 2, who had been 
patiently waiting some 3 ½ hours for us to return!  We were all reminded 
once again that neither the van nor the club trailer was dust proof.  The 
Oamarama fish & chips shop made a bit of a killing as we passed 
through, as they were the only place in town that was open and serving 
food.  We finally arrived back at the clubrooms about 10 pm Sunday 
night. 

Overall, it was a wonderful weekend with a great group of people with a 
wide variety of skills, some teaching and some learning!  It was truly a 
joy to be the trip leader to the group, and I am thankful to everyone who 
came along, but especially those who helped drive the van, and those 
who navigated our route (much of which was off track).  

-Rebecca on behalf of Andrea, Brad, Dylan, John, Lun, Maria, Michael, 
Peter, Richelle, Sophie and Tomas 

Rose Calhoun 
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FMC Youth and Young Adults Scholarship 2015 

The FMC Forest and Mountain Trust and the Marewhenua Trust  have been 
awarding youth scholarships for outdoor expeditions since 2010. Trips undertak-
en include several to New Zealand’s wildest places, the Adams and Olivine Wilder-
ness Areas to name two.  

From 2014, it was decided to focus on the Expedition Scholarships, with an in-
creased prize pool. There will be two rounds of Expedition Scholarships on offer 
annually (April and September).  In each round two awards are available with a 
maximum grant of $1,000.  The scheme is open to members of affiliated or asso-
ciated clubs of FMC, and also to individual supporters of FMC. The Scholarship 
includes provision for younger trampers to be accompanied by older trampers in a 
mentoring role.  

Application forms are available from the FMC website 

www.fmc.org.nz/scholarship 

Canyon Creek—Tomas Sobek 
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Chief Guide Comment 

Bushcraft is progressing very well thanks to efforts by Antony Pet-
tinger, and all those club members who have volunteered their 
time to run talks, and help out with activities.  52 people must be 
close to a recent record? It is a valuable service for the general 
public, and hopefully a lead-in for new members. 

Late March – April is a busy time with Bushcraft and other trips 
planned, including a swag of multi day trips (Otago Anniversary, 
Easter, ANZAC). What’s next? 

OBVIOUSLY the Winter Trip Programme is coming up! Now is the 
time to dust off your Moir’s, maps, and brains to suss out some 
trips you want to do – remember winter is the BEST time for some 
trips. No sand flies, lotsa snow, less people = less crowded huts or 
possible Great Walks, etc. It will be a bit cooler, so most trips will 
be hut based rather than camping. There will be a Snow Caving, 
(almost a hut) and Basic Snow Skills weekends, and whatever else 
you are able to contribute. Richard Forbes has got the ball rolling 
with a trip to Kea Basin (complete with comfy rock bivvy – again 
almost a hut) on the 9th – 10th May. If you find the idea of leading 
trips a bit daunting, have a chat with myself or any of our current 
leaders, or consider a trip to somewhere you are already familiar 
with. Give me a call 4730 950 or preferably email wphodgkin-
son@xtra.co.nz  or you could always dip your toes in a Day Trip – 
phone Alan Thomson at 455 7878 or thomson@ihug.co.nz  Re-
member to pick a date and destination – first in first served. 
There will be a sheet in the clubrooms. 
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Membership 
Two new members this month 
Andrea Hudson and Nick Houghton 

Don’t forget our sponsors who generously contributed to the recent “Star” 
article promoting the Club: 

 
 Adams Flags 
 Neville Stewart Landscaping 
 8 Ranges Wines 
 MSC 
 Torpedo 7 
 Audit Professionals 

Canyon Creek—Tomas Sobek 
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3-7 April (Easter Weekend) 
Young Wilkin via Gillespie Pass 

Teck Lun Soon (021 0246 0163) 
There will be many people in the huts during the Easter weekend, so we will be camping 
instead. This gives us lots more flexibility to make it a 4 day tramp. However, if the 
weather is bad on the first day, we can do the trip in reverse and start from Blue Pools 
instead. This will add an extra hour of walking.  
 
On Thursday night, we will drive and camp out at Boundary Creek (just south of the 
Makarora township). Friday, we will cross the river, start walking up the Wilkin Valley, 
continuing past Kerin Forks and camp for the night  before or near Siberia Hut. Saturday 
involves a short walk down the Siberia Valley and then camp below the Gillespie stream 
near where the Crucible track starts. Later that day, we will be heading up Lake Crucible 
(2-3 hour side trip) for some exceptional views. Sunday, we walk over the Gillespie Pass 
and camp at Young Forks (2 hours after Young Hut). Finally walking out via the Young 
Valley on the Monday.  
 

25-27 April (Anzac Weekend) 
Huxley—Brodrick Pass 

Richard Forbes (453 1327) 
I lead a trip here a few years ago and didn't manage to make it to Brodrick pass due to 
rotten weather, we only just managed to get out due to severe flooding of the Huxley and 
Hopkins Rivers and a washout on Lake Ohau Road itself. 

Leaving from Monument Hut in the Hopkins valley (near Lake Ohau) it is about 3 hours 
easy tramp to Huxley forks Hut and a further 3 hours to Brodrick Hut near the head of 
North Huxley valley. There was alot of slips and windfall on the track when I was last in 
the North Huxley so the river bed is best followed most of the way until the final climb to 
the hut. 

Spending the night at the basic 6 bunk hut we plan to do the 600m climb up to Brodrick 
Pass 2.5 hours away. You get great views of the Huxley from here but to get a view of the 
mighty Landsborough and its peaks it would good to go higher onto Mt Strauchon or Mt 
McKenzie or even going down McKenzie Creek for the view. We could camp up on the 
tops or go back to Broderick Hut for the night so we can travel light. 

On Monday it would be back the same way we came in. This area offer a wide variety of 
landscapes from open flats, Beech forest and snow capped mountains and glaciers. Eas-
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      Gear for Hire 
 
 
The OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  
 
   Ice axes   Crampons    Packs 
   Cookers Billies    First Aid Kit  
   Tents   Personal Locator Beacons   
   Climbing Helmets      Avalanche Transceivers and Probes  
 
Members can hire gear for $5 for up to one week. If you can’t 
get it back to club then each week is an additional $5. Phone 
Gene or Sam if you can’t make it to club nights to bring gear 
back.  

The OTMC Bank Account is now with ASB. The new account num-
ber is: 

12-3150-0311684-00 

Remember to include your name and the reason for your 
payment when paying by internet banking.  

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, 
members before the trip list closes. 

ier trips can be had up the Hopkins and Huxley valleys. 

Contact Richard Forbes (453 1327) for more information or come along to the club to 
see photos and maps. 

Bulletin Contributions are always welcome.  Send them to ross.hunt@xtra.co.nz 
along with any photos you’d like  from your trip. Don’t worry about making your 
bulletin articles look pretty—I will reformat anyway. 

Also trip leaders—the Bulletin is the perfect vehicle to promote your upcoming 
trips. Drop me a few words promoting your trip a month or two before it is due to 
run.  
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6 April 
No Day Trip—Easter 

 
12 April 

Antony Pettinger 
Bushcraft River Crossing 

All welcome to assist and brush up on river crossing skills. 
 

19 April 
Steph McLaughlan (481 7116) 

Bullock Track Roxburgh (M) 
Car-pool to Roxburgh.  At least 2 cars would be good as we could then put one car at the 
end of the track so as to avoid a 7-8km road walk at the end of the day.   
Steep uphill grunt for about 2-3hrs on a walking track, then 5km along the tops and 
5km downhill on a 4WD track.   MAGNIFICENT VIEWS all across the Teviot valley on one 
side and across to the Black Umbrella mountains on the other!   
For more details phone Steph McLaughlin 481 7116  Trip cost $25 to the driver of your 
vehicle NOTE 8am start from the clubrooms  

 
 

26 April 
No Day Trip (Anzac Weekend) 

 
3 May 

Jane Cloete 467-2328  
Taieri Mouth to Brighton (M) 

NOTE 8am start from the clubrooms :  
Flattish walking but graded medium because of the distance. Car-pool to Bright-
on.  At least 2 cars would be good as we could then leave one car at Brighton.  If 
we only have one car we'll just walk from Brighton – Kuri Rocks and then back.   
A long beach walk, which may involve some scrambling over rocks or up small 
cliffs. If the wind is southerly and it is cold – at least the wind will be at our 
backs blowing us along!   
For more details phone Jane Cloete 467-2328;   Trip cost $6  to the driver of 
your vehicle  
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Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening ac-
tivities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email  
tonytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz) 
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e 2nd April: No meeting - Easter. Have an enjoyable long Easter break. 

9th April: OTMC members certainly get around! This time Peter and Le-
onie Loeber will take us around Nevada's wonderland of National Parks, 
including the strangest of them all - Las Vegas. 

16th April: No meeting - 50th Anniversary of the Milford Track Freedom 
Walk. From 15th-19th April, forty members, past (OTC) and present 
(OTMC), will be walking the Milford Track to celebrate this historic protest 
walk which ensured the Milford Track is open to "freedom walkers".  

23rd April: No meeting - ANZAC day. Enjoy another long weekend. 

30th April: Milford Track - Members who took part in the 50th anniver-
sary freedom walk celebration will give a presentation, including photos 
and an outline of the history which led to what is perhaps the most signif-
icant event in the history of the club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


