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Research has discovered a trip report published in the Otago Daily Times 

of a trip from the Mt Allan railway station to Waitati railway station on De-

cember 26, 1922. While this trip became a regular trip in the early years of 

the Otago Tramping Club, this trip predates the formation of the club by 

eight months.  

An obituary was published in the club magazine ‘Outdoors’ in March 1945 

for foundation members Mr. P. L. Ritchie and Mr. J. Knox that reads in 

part:  

‘The following personnel – O. Balk, P.L. Ritchie, G. Wright, R. Gilkison, W. 

Main, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Marlow and J. Knox – having had a splendid walk 

over the peaks from Mount Allan to Waitati, were coming down Green Hill, 

when the topic was ‘Why not start a Tramping Club’ so as to give some of 

the pleasures which we got out of the different walks and over tracks to 

the younger folks ‘ 

It is believed that the trip referred to is the one from December 26, 1922, 

given the timing and the fact all of the participants listed were on that trip. 

As the 1922 trip can be linked to the formation of the club, it has been 

chosen to the first trip of 100 Trips for 100 Years. The western section 

from the railway line to the Painted Forest area today is very different to 

the early 1920’s due to the exotic forestry plantations.  

On the eastern side, it is known only a foot track existed from Double Hill 

to Hightop, and it is assumed a road was in place from the Waitati road  

(now SH1) to Double Hill.  

It is obvious from the 1922 newspaper report that the Silver Peaks was a 

regular tramping destination in the early 1900s. Reference is made to ‘the 

camping place’, which is believed to have been located on the ridge be-

tween the Mt Allan turn-off and Pulpit Rock.  
There is also reference to the Pulpit Rock logbook, which was stored in a 

rock nook at the summit of Pulpit Rock - this again shows that the area 

was relatively well used by local trampers in the 1920’s 

Notable OTC / OTMC Trips 
December 26, 1922 

(pre OTC) 

This is the trip where it is likely the idea of 

forming the Otago Tramping Club was 

discussed (while descending Green Hill) 

October 22, 1923 

(Labour Day) 

Parties converged at Silver Peak, with one 

of the parties leaving Dunedin on foot two 

days earlier. This was the first official Ota-

go Tramping Club trip to visit the Silver 

Peaks, with early club records mentions 

over 60 members in the Silver Peaks over 

Labour Weekend, 1923 

April 19, 1924 

This trip followed the route to near Hightop 

(The Clump), but then diverted to head to 

Dunedin on foot via Fergusons Creek 

Track to the Duke St corner. 

 

March 29-30, 1947 

A variation on the original route to Pulpit 

Rock, this trip took a more direct route via 

Big Creek (now known as Big Stream). Big 

Stream drains the area to the west of Pul-

pit Rock, and once had a small hut (Big 

Creek Hut) located ‘about two miles’ from 

Pulpit Rock itself. 

December 13-14, 2003 

The most recent time the club has trav-

ersed the ridge from the top of the Silver 

Peaks to Poplar Hut and Mt Allan railway 

station was this weekend trip, the train 

was caught to get back to Dunedin. 
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(based on) Mt Allan to Waitati via the 

Silver Peaks and Double Hill 
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Access to the Mt Allan area is problematic, with the public road being closed for some years due to slips. Walking from Mul-

locky Gully to Mt Allan has been considered, but in the end the uncertainty of access to the Mt Allan forest along with the as-

sociated transport problems has led to this trip now heading in and out along the standard Silver Peaks route from Hightop 

(Semple Road).  

The route for this trip will be along Green Ridge to the former OTC ‘Club Hut’ site, before continuing up Green Ridge to Pulpit 

Rock. The Silver Peaks route will then be followed as far as the Mt Allan track (southern side of the Painted Forest) to the 

boundary between the Silver Peaks Scenic Reserve and the Wenita forestry land. If access can be obtained, the trip may go 

all the way to Poplar Hut, a popular destination in years gone by, and a point that had to passed on the full OTMC Silver 

Peaks Marathon. The route from the boundary to Poplar Hut and the railway line is now uninteresting due to the exotic forest 

plantings, hence the OTMC does not visit this area anymore). 

Starting from the official starting point for the ‘Silver Peaks Route’ on Semple Road, it is a one-hour of so walk along the lower 

section of Green Ridge to the former site of the Otago Tramping Club’s Green Hut. Green Hut was originally simply called the 

‘Club Hut’, and ‘Green Peak Hut’ has also been used. The OTC built the hut in 1933 (the club’s 10th Anniversary) and the hut 

survived until 1988. Vandalism played a major part in the latter years until the hut reached a stage that it was unsafe, and qui-

etly removed. Remnants of the hut remain in an unofficial shelter built near the hut water supply. 

From the former hut site the track climbs further along Green Ridge, passing below Green Hill and to the bush-line. From here 

the views open up, initially over the Silver Stream and Whare Flat towards Mosgiel, followed by views over Blueskin Bay, the 

northern coastline and the Pacific Ocean. 

The ridge culminates just below Pulpit Rock (760m). The use of ‘Silver Peak’ over the years appears to vary - today it is ac-

cepted it the high point of the range, pt777m, which is crossed before descending to the Devils Staircase. In days gone by, a 

tin contained a log book for visitors to Pulpit Rock, but this long gone. 

From Pulpit Rock, this trip will follow the 4WD track towards Silver Peak, before dropping down the ridge to the south of the 

Painted Forest and to the reserve boundary and possibly Poplar Hut. 

Bushcraft parties from the 1970’s to the early 1990’s headed down the Mt Allan ridge and camped at a small clearing beside 

the stream that flows from the Painted Forest. 

Return trip will be the same route. 
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Mt Allan to Waitati via the Silver Peaks and Double Hill 

 
DATE: October 16, 2022 (Sunday) GRADE: M (Moderate: 5-7hrs) 

MEET: 8am George St o/s Woodhaugh Gardens LEADER: Antony Pettinger 
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Map of route from Mt Allan Railway Station (Otago Central Railway) to Waitati via the Silver Peaks and Double Hill 

MAP: NZMS1 - S163 (Mosgiel, 1956) and NZMS1 - S164 (Dunedin 1959) 

Route of the Inaugural Trip 

Early trampers to the Silver Peaks would travel on foot from Dunedin (or the Leith Saddle) or from Waitati, sometimes basing 

themselves at Red Hut on the Mountain Track (now Mountain Rd. Red Hut was about 1km north of the current southern locked 

gate on Mountain Road.. 

An popular alternative was to catch the 7.52am Otago Central train from Dunedin to Mt Allan Station. This was the route used for 

the 1922 Boxing Day trip. From the west it is a steady climb to the tops of the Silver Peaks, and in 1922 a break was had for 

tinned pineapples, which appear to be a popular snack option to take on early tramping trips. 

Between the head of the ridge from Mt Allan and Pulpit Rock, a break for lunch was had in an area referred to as the camping 

spot - there is a spring of sorts in this area (modern day trampers will know the wet area to the north of Pulpit Rock, this is likely 

the area referred to - the current bulldozed track is probably a bit higher than the original trampers track). 

After visiting and signing the log book at Pulpit Rock, the remainder of the route follows more or less the current Green Ridge 

route. At Hightop it is most likely the route went over or behind the south side of Hightop to an area known as ‘The Clump’. From 

here a track continued to Double Hill, and then down the current road line to meet up with a train from Waitati Station to Dunedin. 
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Selected list of OTC / OTMC Trips to this area 

Date Trip (as listed) Leader Notes 

December 26, 1922  Mt Allan to Waitati Not listed (ODT Report) 
Formation of the OTC discussed on 

this trip 

October 22, 1923 Silver Peak (Mt Allan to Waitati)  
Labour Day 1923, OTC’s first week-

end trip 

April 19, 1924 Silver Peak (from Mt Allan)   

October 27, 1924 Mt Allan - Silver Peak - Waitati   

April 9, 1928 Silver Peaks  7.52am train to Mt Allan 

September 29, 1923 Train to Parera, return via Silver Peaks Mr. G. C. Arras  

December 26, 1930 Silver Peaks (via Mt Allan)   

October 26, 1931 Silver Peaks (from Mt Allan)   

October 24, 1932 Silver Peaks (from Mt Allan)  Labour Day 1932 

June 3, 1940 Silver Peak (Mt Allan to Leith Saddle)   

March 29-30, 1947 Mt Allan - Big Creek - Club Hut 
Julian Bullock & Rodger 

Harvey 
Big Creek is presumably Big Stream 

June 2, 1947 Mt Allan - Silver Peaks Mr. W. Stevenson  

October 25, 1948 Mt Allan - Silver Peaks Ian Smith Labour Day 1948 

June 6, 1949 Mt Allan, Silver Peaks Mavis Adams  

October 22, 1951 Mt Allan - Green Peak - Waitati Ian Smith  

October 27, 1952 Mt Allan - Green Peak - Waitati Ian Smith  

March 23, 1953 Mt Allan - Waitati Ian Smith  

November 12, 1972 Burns  - Green - Big Stream - Mt Allan  Brian Chalmers Home via Railcar 

June 29-30, 1974 Mt Allan - Poplar (Hut) - Jubilee John Begg  

December 4, 1988 Hightop - Mt Allan - Mt John - Jubilee - Hightop David Barnes  

April 1, 2001 Mt Allan Environs Bruce Newton  

December 13-14, 2003 
Silver Peak Tramp & Train (Whare Flat - Cave Stream 

- Poplar Hut - Mt Allan (home by train) 
Antony Pettinger  


