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Introduction

The OTMC own a special piece of land on the
northern slopes of Flagstaff — our Ben Rudd'’s
Property — this property was the home of ‘the

Hermit of Flagstaff' — Mr Benjamin Rudd from

1921 until 1930

The Otago Tramping Club was formed in
August 1923, and within a few short weeks had
formed a relationship with this remarkable man
and his property.

94 years later, we remain proud Custodlan
Ben Rudd’s land — tonight we are s
history of property.




Indicative Location of Ben Rudd’s Property

Location photo for Ben Rudd’s Property (OTMC) on Flagstaff—as viewed from near Swampy Summit
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TOPOGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF SECTION 23
BLOCK V, DUNEDIN & EAST TAIERI SURVEY DIST
Surveyed by R.J Keepn 061, 1960-Sept. 136)
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Who was Ben Rudd?

Ben Rudd was a well-known Dunedin
farmer and gardener at the turn of the
twentieth century. He owned and
farmed land at his property
“Woodside” at the top of Rudd Road,
from 1884 to 1919. In 1919 he sold
his farm and retired for a short period
to Dunedin city.

Finding urban life unbearable, in 1921
he purchased a 45 ha (112 acre)
block of land on the northern flank of
Flagstaff and lived on this property
until just before his death in 1930, at
the age of 76.
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Pre-Woodside

Benjamin Rudd, a deferred payment settler at
Flagstaff, was charged today with attempted
murder. A man named ‘Waldie’ and another were
riding past accused’s place and saluted him as
“Uncle Ben”. He allegedly threw stones at them
and then rushed away for his gun, which he fired,
wounding Waldie in the neck with a bullet.

Accused’s solicitor stated that the prisoner had
been annoyed for some time by people calling him
“Uncle Ben”. He only fired the gun with the

intention of frightening them.



Pre-Woodside

UNLAWFULLY WOQUKDING.

. Benjamin Rudd pleaded Guilty to an indict-
ment charging him with having on the 5th
I ltu a I | I ‘ }E i ‘ e l I I y January fired & guu at John Waldie with intent
e l I u eve to infls ievous bodily harm.

acgregor defended the prisoner.
. - The Crown Prosecutor, in opening the case
to having fired a gun at John Waldie Sk -

living at the Half-w: b, and was a
slaughterman. The prisonerlived somewhere in

. ] ) u evo u S b O d i I the 11cighll:uurhr]md of;l hlé‘l.a?s iaff.h On the dtzty
o mentioned in the indictment the prosecutor
with intent to inflict gri y

and one Alfred Jones were ridging together along
the road towards Flagstaff. They saw the pri-

g
souer ab work at a si:qne wall alongside the road,
harm.

ecutor said to
him ,* Gro it, Uncle Ben; you are working hard.”
Immediately he said this the prisoner took up a
stone and threw it at Waldie, who turned back
and asked him for an anation. Prisoner
then rushed towards gun, picked it up,
and aimed it at Waldie. Portion - of
shot struck him—some in the hand, s
wenb through * his clothes into his pocket,
but the principal portion struck the horse
on its hindquarters.” Waldie and Jor as then
turned back and spoke to the prisoner, but as
they saw he was in the act of again loading his
information to the
interrogated by TJon-
all knowledge of the
t at Waldie or having

The Jury retired for a few minutes, and then

gun they rede off and gave
police. Prisoner, on being
stable M‘Laughlin, denied
matter—denied having sho

fired off a gun. Subse uently, however, he

1z : 32
returned a verdict of “ Not guilty.
The aceused was then discharged.

admitted having fired the shot, but said it did
not strike Waldie, as he was long distance off
at the time, and gave as his reason for discharg-
ing the weapon that Waldie had insulted him,
Waldie would give evidence that he only knew
the prisoner by the name of « [

: 1 Jocle Ben,” and
that his observation was intended to be of a

friendly natore, After evidence for the prose-
s cution had been given in the Police Court, the
) i Mr Waldie has insnited me
I have been knock own by
1125 was the only excuse he had

to offer for his conduct,

John Waldie and Constable M‘Laughlin gave

evidence for the prosccution.

Robert  Chisholm, called by the accused’s
»s2id he had found the prisoner
industrious, and inoffensive man.

William J. Orofts (manager for Butler Bros,

Robert Miller, John Hornby, and Robert Ritchie
also gave evidence respecting the character of
the accused, who, in their opinion, was«a very
quiet and respectable mau B
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Early Years at Woodside

This was not the only time that harassment by
others put Ben Rudd before the courts.

A statement made by Ben Rudd in the
Magistrate’s Court stated that picnickers totalled
around 700 per week, and he had counted 76,000
people trespassing on his land in one year.

Ben had intended to rear native birds, native trees

and game on his property, but trespassers
defeated his objects.




Spiers Road

Spiers Road is the start of a historic public road
that runs from Halfway Bush and over ‘Flagstaff
Hill'. From there it follows the tops through
Swampy Summit and down to Mountain Track
(now road), onto Steep Hill Road and along the
tops to behind the old Cherry Farm.

Following several deaths on the route, cairns or
‘Flag Staff’'s’ were installed as a way of marking
the route.



Spiers Road
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exdhhﬁ new way to Fhss‘]’ﬂm
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The Ben Rudd's Management Trust began re-establishing
foot access along this old (late 1840°s) 20m wide forme
legal road to the Ben Rudd Property in February 1999,

This map is an overlay of o GPS survey onto a LINZ
data base. This was to confirm that the reopened track
was on the legal line through the farnrland section.
Subsequently minor adjustments were made to match
what's called “monumental” evidence on the ground.

Up to the top of the old Woodside Farm the track is well
marked and having finishing touches. Through the
seenic reserve the route to the walkway is temporarily
marked and in part uses the old 1950%s firebreak.

So far $800 has been gifted or raised to research and
complete 2/3 of the project. The track is alreody in use.

DONATIONS TO COMPLETE THIS VERY HISTORIC
ROUTE TO FLAGSTAFF AND THE BEN RUDD
PROPERTY CAN BE SENT TO THE BEN RUDD'S
MANAGEMENT TRUST, P,0.BOX 1440, DUNEDIN.|

New Zealand Map G
New Zealand
New Zealand 1949 athfinder Office™
S S S gy ™~ Trimble
a 0.5 tkm  Doto base




Dunedin

In 1919, Ben Rudd sold Woodside, and moved to
the city. City life did not agree with Ben, so he
purchased another property, this time on the
northern slopes of Flagstaff — this 112 acre / 45ha
property is today the club’s Ben Rudd’s Property.

Ben chose a sheltered gully in which he hand built
his little stone hut — the site is where today’s
shelter is (the old stone hut was on a small
terrace above where the modern shelter is)




Ben Rudd’s Stone Hut




Ben Rudd’s Stone Hut




Otago Tramping Club — Inaugural Trip

The Otago Tramping Club was formed on 23
August 1923, and held the first day trip on
Saturday, September 1.

To some, Flagstaff & the interlinked Silver Peaks
Is the spiritual home of the OTMC — Ben Rudd’s

remains a very special place for a lot of our older
members



Otago Tramping Club — Flagstaff Trip




Ben Rudd’s Stone Hut
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Whare Flat via Ben Rudd’s

OTC Party at Whare Flat — probably crossed from Ross Creek Reservoir via Ben
Rudd’s — Oscar Balk (15t President) third from left.



The OTC and Ben Rudd

It was on the second OTC Sunday trip just a
couple weeks after the inaugural trip that OTC
members met Ben Rudd.

On Sept 16, 1923, two parties set off from
Dunedin (one from Ross Creek, and one from
Kaikorai Tram Terminus) heading to spring
flowers in bloom at Whare Flat.

The Ross Creek party traversed the area okay,
but the second party were confronted by Ben

Rudd...




The OTC and Ben Rudd

A young Scott Gilkison (a very active tramper and
climber and later, author & Life Member) recalled
the feelings of alarm as they encountered the
‘stocky, bearded little man with the shot-gun’.

16/9/23 Het at Resevoir at 10 am. Six members set off over Flagetaff for
Whare Flat, Very strenuous walking. Arrived there about 12.30 pm.
Boiled the hilly and had lunch, By this time many other members of
OTC had arrived, Our party left about 2 pm and walked around to

Blackbridge (2 hours) and horme along North Taieri road, taking car at
Eaikore at 6.50 pm. Glorious day for walking tut very muddy.

Leaders: Mr Ritchie and Mr Pearson



Ben Ruddand OoTC Members
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The OTC and Ben Rudd

As a result of this
encounter, the club
arranged with Ben Rudd
that he would cut a track  wata
through the manuka scrub, EEW s
thus providing a route to [N M
Whare Flat. For this he
was paid £5 — this became | B
know as ‘the Club Track’
and was well used until it
was blocked by extensive
fires in 1935




First mention of Club Track?

Left Dundas 8% steps at 8.50 am and wallked up to Reservoir, then
through Bush Track and over Flagetaff through Ben Rudds Track
coming out on to Whare Flat Rood, Had a chat with Hr McTwilkam
and then had lunch by the side of the stream,

At 1.30 4 of our party left for Powder Creek, we had a stunner tramp
and followed the Powder Cresk track ag far as it was cleared,

Arrived back to our camping place at 5.30 pm and then Mr Clayton
and 2 visitors left for train., We 1it a fire and had a meal and
left in about an hours time for Innedin, coming home through bush
track and got the car from Kaikorai about 8.30 pm.

meamber
Ena&urf ﬁr.l W Clayton, A real good days tramp

Official trips were 4o Horrisons Creek and Black Head.




The OTC and Ben Rudd

The OTC became good friends with Ben Rudd,
and would often visit him whilst on trips in the

drea.
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In late February, 1930 Ben Rudd
was found in a critical condition in
his stone hut by Mr and Mrs
Stratton, of Mornington.

Ben Rudd’s Death
A DUNEDIN HERMIT.

FOUND IN CRITICAL CONDITION.

[THB PRESS Bpecisl Bervice.]
DUNEDIN, February 24.

For many years the hut of Mr Ben
Iudd, popularly known as the ‘“Her-
mit ‘of Flagstaff,”” has been well
known to residents of Dunedin. On
Sunday a visit was paid to the hut,
which “is near the sanatorium on the
Whare Flat road, by Mr and Mrs Alex
(. Stratton, of Mornington, who
found the hermit in a ecritical condi-
tion. He was very ill and had been
unable for some time to fend for him-
seif, and. had consequently been with-
out attention of any sort.

Mrs Stratton stayed at the hut while
her husband went to Ashburn Hall to
telephone to the police. Beveral con-
stables, the ambulance, and Dr. R.
F. Wilson, of the hospital staff, were
dispatched, ‘but it was found that the
ambulance could not make its way to
the hut, and it had to be left in n
paddock about a mile and a half
away. With the aid of the ambulance
driver and several civilians, the con-
stables finally succeeded in carrying
the sufferer through the bush to the
ambulance, and he was conveyed tp
the hospital where he lay all night in
n critical condition, but was reported
this afternoon to he a little easier.

Mr Rudd, who is 87 vears of age,
is suffering from the effects of old age.




Ben Rudd’s Death

A few days later, on 2" March, Ben Rudd died at
Dunedin Hospital, aged 76.

For nearly 50 years, Ben Rudd had lived on
Flagstaff. The Ben Rudd’s property is his legacy.

Bl starForosHIRE, ENGLAND .-

i Borw 22 Fga. 1839
X DiEp 1978 Aue. 1920,
M. ALSO HIS NEPHEW
BENJAMIN RUDD

= LATE OF FLACSTAFF
Dien Z™° MarcH 1330
Acegb 76 YEARE,



Ben’s property — 1930 to 1946

There appears to be a gap in the history of Ben
Rudd’s property between his death in 1930, and
the OTC acquiring the property in 1946

There were certainly many Flagstaff trips (and
trips that mention the ‘club track’ up to 1935). The
raspberries and gooseberries at the hut site were
popular...






OTC obtains the Ben Rudd’s Property

In 1946, the club committee became aware that
Ben Rudd’s old property was available to
purchase. Aside from the historical link to the
formative OTC, the land was important as it was
the only property not spoken for by the DCC
(there is talk that the DCC tried to deny the club of
the land by one of the avenues available to the
Corporation).



Flagstaff Skiing Venture

One of the first use’s of the newly acquired
property was the construction of a small hut to
serve as a base for ski trips over Flagstaff.

Unfortunately the ski-run prepared in conjunction
with the hut was never used, as the big snows of
1939 and 1946 seemed to stop with the building
of the hut.

At the time of purchase there was considerable
Interest in establishing a park where the public
could enjoy a day’s outing.

This idea stopped when it was realise
amount of work required.




Flagstaff Skiing




t OTC Hut at Ben Rudd’s

Firs




t OTC Hut at Ben Rudd’s

Firs




First OTC Hut at Ben Rudd’s




First OTC Hut at Ben Rudd’s




First OTC Hut at Ben Rudd’s




Bruce Campbell Rhododendron Dell

The 1950’s saw a dell of Rhododendrons planted
at the lower end of the property by Life Member
Bruce Campbell — although protected by the QEII
Covenant further planting will not happen.

Bruce also planted the significant beech trees
behind the shelter, towering over the Linda
Mercier Memorial Seat.
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Bruce Campbell Rhododendron Dell




Ben Rudd’s Plantation

In 1950 it was decided to make the area a paying
proposition, and several thousand trees were
planted. At the time, club members speculated
how they would spend the great sums of money
that would be realised.

Tree planting and the associated maintenance
continued until 1973, when the committee
decided to cease the afforestation project.




OTC Tree Planting at Ben Rudd’s — 1950’s




OTC Tree Planting at Ben Rudd’s — 1950’s




1958 Fire
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Dunedin
Another decision reached in 1973 was that
although no further long-term development was
planned, the club should reject any suggestion
that the property be disposed with.



Dunedin

Similar to other huts situated close to roads, the
2" Ben Rudd’s hut suffered from extensive
vandalism to the point the club could not keep it

safe.

In the early 1970’s the hut was removed, and the
present day concrete block shelter built (the
construction was designed to be more or less
vandal proof)




March 1971 Sketch of Proposed Replacement for Ben Rudd’s Hut
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Family Tramping Group

During the 1970's and 1980’s a visit to Ben
Rudd’s was an annual trip for the successful
-~amily Tramping Group — this was always the

third Sunday in August.
TR T




Ben Rudd’s Maintenance and Decisions

Work parties also continued throughout the
1970’s and 1980’s — focussing on the ever
present broom and gorse.

The monthly Bulletin was also used to present
vViews.

Another fire in 1976 destroyed half of the final
plantings from 1971, with more damage caused
by the hastily bulldozed firebreak track.



From OTC Bulletin 290 (March 1972)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BEN RUDDS PROPERTY

We do not think Ben Rudd's property, (or part of it)
should be sold, or that the Club should sttempt on a vnluntary
basis to plant and meintein s plantztion. We feel that for the
Club to undertake this project on & contrsct basis, is beyend the.
present finances of the Clubj but hae the Club thought of raising
2 debenturs lorn of perheps a minimum subscription of 10 dollars
Trom interested people to finance & contract scheme of some sort?

The ides of leasing the fToreatry rights to a private
company or & locel body vould be ssitisfretory if the Club slsoe
receives royalities on all timber selen.

Could not a sub-comuittee of members (not necessarily
Trom the Commititee) leol into the proe end cons of the matter,
end report their findings back, as this property could be a def-
inite asset to the Club in the future.

Jan and Brisn 0'Callaghan.

I would like to erwmress my opinion concerning the article
in the December issue of OTHC " What should be done with Ben Budd's

I agreec that Zen udd's is a liability to the Club the
way it is. I the interest is not there, in as far ss meintaining
the existing trees, it would seem pointless to me +o go ahead
with further developrment if that was to suffer the same Pate.

£ I see 1it, iT the property wes kept and forestry vights
lessed to & development corpeny, the Club hes the pProperty ss
security if needed and would have rn income ss wall, whiech would
rey for it'e kcen.

However if this Foreatry bevelopment Commsny is not flog-
ted I think the other alternstive, as stated, would be to sell
100 seres, kewping 20 ceres eround the shelter. This I feel would
8till retrin the Club members in the spen by 8till heving the
Ben Rudd's shelter site. To sell the vhole pronerty would be an
extreme mereure to o to ot this stege, 83 there eppesrs to be
culte a few older mewbers, snd younz.r, &lso familiss who uss
Ben Rudd's 25 2 dry or helf deys outing.

Hob Msunsell.




Removal of Plantation Trees

Initially the focus was to get the trees logged and
sold. It wasn’t until 1988 that the committee were
able to commence negotiations with the Ministry
of Forestry — at a special committee meeting Iin
December 1988 it was agreed a contract be
prepared and the trees removed



Removal of Plantation Trees

Linutes of uLE Srecicl Hesting of the CTIC Commit
held st the Clubrooms at 7.30pm on 'Thursday 15 Jscaubar, 1988

ipesent David Feacock (Chuir;, David Bornes, Jane Bruce, llike
Iloste, Hork Hanger, liary Hewinson, TLeter Iason Aantony lettinger,
Ton Sime, OSpen Welker, Debbiec Willioms, lichelle /illioms.

In ettendonce Antony Hamel (Honorary Solicitor), Bruece Msson

anolozies JArthur Blondell, wOoug forrester, Oue Hording,
Doug Fagel, Heather Robertson, Simon Thamas.

Ben Rudd's trees

Ths meseting was held to finelise arrangements for the remuvsl of the
rees, Bruce Msson had met the EDntPﬂEuDP (Gharlﬂc ;mnqon;, Tony
Iivingstons ond Dawe I=sorson (linistry of ioreziry, Ross Mamilton

W

rJ

(DCC Torks snd Reservec;, ond 5 Telecom Terﬁﬂﬁ“uDLlIG on the Flogstoff
t]:
D

site at 11am on Wridoy © Jacamber, Yhey discussed e project &nd
decided the slkid site could be situcted completely t;een the track
and the pluntstion.

4 letter deted 13 December from the DCC hod sinee heen received,
listing conditions which secemed satisfactory.

t wag agreed tihet santony Hamel be given authority to commlete o
contract with the Ministry of lorestry, snd that thie fresident ond
secretory he given power to sct on beshslf of the Commitiee.

(3pen ./olker/iiark Hanger)
bruce dasan and. ontony jiumel were thenked for the zresat work they
ware doing on hehalf of the Club,




Removal of Plantation Trees

Anyone who has walked up the firebreak track to

the property will

Know it is not best suited to large

logging trucks. Although a lot of saleable timber

was removed, a
logging costs.

ot of the revenue was lost to the

Despite the clubs best efforts, we were unable_to
rectify this completely.



Revegetation and Improvements

Following the removal of the trees, the income
was ring-fenced for restoration of the property,
and an intensive native revegetation programme
started.

In the early days $3000 was spent on spraying —
everyone who has been to Ben Rudd’s will know
what a job this is — we are winning, and in time
native species have to prevail and smother the
gorse and broom.




Formation of Management Trust

A motion presented to a September 1995 EGM
proposed the committee investigate disposal of
the Ben Rudd’s property. A covenant or other
measure was suggested to ensure the property
continued to be managed in a manner compatible

with the OTMC’s recreational and environmental
philosophies.



Formation of Management Trust

The 1997 AGM directed that a special meeting
was need to decide the future of the property.

A full supplement to the club Bulletin included
arguments from both sides, as well as outlining
the required vegetation management.

The first of two EGM'’s held on 3 November
directed that a formal application from the
proposed Trust be presented to members at a
general meeting in 1998.

Motion 1: "That the committee in consultation with interesied Il'i:':l'ﬂl'lﬂ"‘l-
and parties prepare for the next general megting a detsiled proposal for the formstion of
a trust for the management of the Ben Rudds property. This proposal 18 to include a

drafl trus! deed and a list of ple interested 1n acting as trusioes’,




Formation of Management Trust

The final Extraordinary General Meeting was held
on July 16, 1998 and after almost two and half
hours the Ben Rudd’s Management Trust was
officially formed.

Three options to be proposed as follows:
1 To leave the property with the Club as at present. =
- To transfer respemsibility for the property 1o the Ben Rudd Trust, together

with money held for the revegetation of the property to enable them 1o

carmy out their work. :

To negotiate to transfer the property to the DCC Water Dept., which would pay
all reasonable costs.

Motion one was lost, motion two passed, motion three not needed

A month later the OTMC celebrated it's 75t
Anniversary — the timing was delibe




Management Agreement for the Ben Rudds property

This deed is made the 6 day Sey! 1998

Between Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club Inc (*OTMC™) and
Ben Rudds Management Trust (“the Trust™)

Whereas

The parties wish to agree on the payment by OTMC and the management by the Trust of the Ben Rudds
property (the property).

It is agreed

| Term The term of this agreement is from 16 September 1998 to | August 2018

2 Funds OTMC will pay the Trust the current proceeds of the Ben Rudds Account (the funds) in one
sum on the commencement of this agreement. The Trust undertakes to use the funds to meet the
objects of the trust in accordance with a wrillen management plan.

3 Title The title of the land will remain in the name of OTMC for the term of this agreement.
4 Management of the Property
The trust will and have the exclusive right to manage all aspects of the property.

A management plan will be finalised in consultation with OTMC and will provide for regular
periods of review.

The Trust will provide a written biannual reports to OTMC giving details of the Trusts activities
and full accounts of the trusts finances.

5 End of Agreement Al the end of the term of the management agreement the Trust will repay the
balance (if any) of the funds to OTMC. Without creating any rights to have a further agreement the
parties will atleast three months prior to the end of this agreement consult with each other as to the
possibility of a further agreement.

6 Assignment Neither party can assign or subcontract the responsibilities in this agreement.

Signed
The Trust

OT™MC




Ben Rudd’s Shelter (1998)




Ben Rudd’s Today

Today, the Flagstaff area is still well visited by the
club, with trips from Nicol's Creek, Ross Creek
and the Bullring.

The area has also proved a successful location
for the annual Bushcraft Course Navigation Day,
Annlversary s and other OTMC events.




More Ben Rudd’s Info on OTMC Website

Flagstaff, Ben Rudd and the
Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club
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Ben Rudd’s Propen‘y Location

Valuation number

Rate account 10D

Propesrty numibser

Property address G gstaff-Whare Flat Road Dunedin

Certificate{s) of title (guide anly)

Ratepayer namwe{s]) Otago Tramping and Mountainesring Club

Postal address for this assessment PO Boax 1120 Duredsn S5



Ben Rudd's — Boundaries and Paper oads
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