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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson 473 7015 
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 487 6066 
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Leaning Lodge Work Party January 2013 
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Hopefully everyone has had a good Xmas and a relaxing break over the 
holidays. Once again, the weather wasn’t great for getting into the hills – or 
in many cases even for family camping. Plenty of opportunities to get stuck 
on the West Coast, or having to shift your tent in a number of other places.  
I managed to get away early in December with Phil Somerville for 5 days 
around Cascade Saddle, plenty of snow, weather, wind, rain, and nocturnal 
visits from persistent keas. Those damn birds – we all love them to bits, but 
during the night we were plotting murder. We kept piles of rocks handy, and 
spent some time waiting in ambush. Obviously, they never stick there beaks 
into the same place twice (well not from the same angle). The cheeky bugger 
was getting under the tent fly and rummaging around our gear close up to our 
heads. Phil got a hole in his tent and lost a croc, and I found a hole in my 
pack that was perfectly in line with a box of crackers through a layer of 
canvas and two layers of plastic. (I’ll resist the puns!) 
Anyway, a few months back I was rummaging around in a drawer when I 
came across two black and 
white roll films, all neatly 
rolled up and unprocessed. I 
had some vague idea they 
were 20 odd years old so 
probably knackered – but in a 
rush of blood I popped into 
Jonathans’ Photo shop and the 
friendly chap there said “no 
problem”. One week later I 
had the negatives and photos 
on a CD of some trips I’d 
done in the mid 1980’s. There 
was some deterioration but 
many were still very good. 
Prime among them were some 
images from a trip from Xmas 
1983 with Graeme (Grib) and Barbara Buchanan, Don and Yvonne Greer, 
and Pam and myself. Grib had had an uncontrollable urge to visit Puysegur 
Point. We flew into Preservation Inlet, spent some time poking around the 
area including visits to the soon to be automated lighthouse and Wilson River 
gold stamping battery, before wandering out via remnants of an old No.8 
wire telephone line route to Big River, and thence along the Coast Track to 
Bluecliffs. I remember it as a pretty cool trip – funny how you forget about 
little things like rain and scrub and heavy pack and stuff.  
Thinking back on it now, I suspect all I was doing was following Grib around 
as he seemed to know where he was going. Which I guess is how most of us 
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start off tramping – by ‘following someone else around’ until we pick up the 
skills, knowledge and confidence to do our own thing or lead trips ourselves. My 
personal focus was to make sure I was fit enough not to hold others up. 
I started tramping in my early 20’s when a school friend Andrew Powell 
suggested we do an OTMC Bushcraft course in 1981, after he’d seen a poster 
lying around somewhere. My Silver Peaks tramp was with Janet Girvan as 
Leader, and involved walking up lots of hills in fog and fly-camping and cooking 
in some valley by a creek in the rain. (I still have no idea where we actually went). 
I was hooked for life!  
I’d never been much into sports, but tramping seemed to hit the spot. I even met 
my wife, Pam, through the club. So I suppose really I have the OTMC to thank for 
my whole family! Lots of great trips with terrific company. Plenty of gaps as well 
– little things like getting married, buying a house, job changes, moving to Gore 
etc.  
All those trips need someone to put their hand up as a leader, and a network of 
club membership and leadership through the Committee to enable it to happen.  
Remember this year our club celebrates its 90th year – a massive achievement. I 
know I’m not much of an organizer, but thankfully we do have a group of 
volunteers to lead the anniversary activities. Gene Dyett, Richard Forbes, Tina 
Anderson, and Antony Pettinger would appreciate your input for ideas and 
contacts. 
Anyway, enough of the waffle. Just give yourself a challenge this year – to sign 
up for more tramps and put your hand up to offer to lead a trip – either a Day Trip 
(phone me) or even better an overnight trip (phone Antony). Remember, you get 
to choose where you want to go! 

Wayne Hodgkinson 
Day Trip Convenor 

 
 
 

Club membership now stands at 188 
 
Joined club during last month 
Maurice Peluso 
 
Resigned from club during last month 
Eric Bradfield    Lea Renwick & Gavin Duthie 
 
The subs for the 2012/13 year have finally been cleared up which is great as the 
club membership database is now looking tidy. 
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The OTMC will again hold an open weekend -  this time on 23/24 February 
as a way to introduce and promote ourselves.   

It is the current members of the OTMC that can be the best publicity for the 
club.  Please talk to your friends and workmates about what you do with the 
club and encourage them to come along sometime during the weekend.  We’d 
love to meet them!   

We also need members to come along to the club rooms for part/all of Satur-
day, 23 February to talk to the public about the club and encourage them to 
come along on our walk on Sunday and to Thursday night club nights.   If you 
can’t help on Saturday, then meet at the Leith Saddle car park on Sunday  to 
‘lead’ a group of people up onto Swampy Summit.   

The clubrooms will be open from 10am—4pm on Saturday, 23 February.  
Join the guided walk on Sunday, 24 February  to Swampy Summit via the 
Leith Saddle Track on the hour from 10am—2pm.   
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We are very lucky in New Zealand to have many wonderful hills and moun-
tains to explore and enjoy.     

The OTMC is holding a tramping skills course aimed at encouraging people 
safely out into the mountains.  The course is held over four evenings and four 
days.  The aim of this course is to cover a number of topics (including cloth-
ing, footwear, maps, river crossing, etc.) that will help people enjoy the out-
doors safely.   There is a small charge of $20 for this course (to cover costs).  
Club members are most welcome to come along to some/all of the meetings/
trips to brush up on their own skills.   

Again it is the members of the club who are the best people to promote the 
club and our Bushcraft/Tramping Skills Course.  This is your chance to help 
the club by talking with your friends and workmates about getting into the 
mountains of New Zealand safely.  Please make use of the enclosed poster to 
put on your staffroom noticeboard, local dairy, etc.   

The first evening starts 12 March and the course ends on 23 April. 
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Kepler in Winter 
September 2012 

We left Te Anau Lakeview holiday park around 8am and started tramping 
towards Brod Bay, shortly after arriving everybody was keen to start. 
It took us 1 hour 10 minutes to reach the Brod bay camping site and saw the 
start of a new shelter being put up by DoC. 
The grunt to up above the tree line was hard as it was a long time ago I did 
some serious tramping. 
The views were superb, clear sky, few clouds, plenty sun, awesome. 
We bumped into the 
first snow on the track 
not far from the tree 
line so to the Luxmore 
hut it was focusing on 
the feet movements, it 
made it a little bit hard-
er but good for the an-
kle / knee muscles and 
a good exercise to gain 
more balance. 
We reached the hut in 
full sunshine and along 
the way we had a per-
fect view of Lake Te 
Anau and the farm lands and mountain ranges beyond…. Magnificent, all 
ranges topped with a super white icing. 
I was tired, and did not have any intention to go any further but after a sunny 
lunch and a look around the newly extended hut site I was keen to head up 
Mount Luxmore. 
It was all snow up until the new trig on top of Mt Luxmore and it took most 
of us a little bit more effort to get up there but it was worth the view you 
have from the top, the track looked so much easier from up here.  It took us a 
good 2 hours to make it to the top, going down was a little bit faster but we 
kept on sinking in to waist deep snow and that made some hilarious scenes. 
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We enjoyed a warm hut, and soon started all the goodies everybody 
brought, even some very nice wine tasting was going on. 
The bunks were nice and we 
had a good night’s sleep. 
Most had a look at the caves 
and explored them until they 
could not go any further. 
After returning to the hut, we 
left it cleaner than we found it, 
we geared up and started head-
ing down to the car park. 
It took us 3 hours and 4 
minutes, not to bad. 
We saw lots of runners going 
up the track all training for the 
December run. 
Sunday was a very sunny and warm day again, all in all a very nice week-
end thanks to Richard for organizing and to Dave for driving us. 
 

Peter Boeckhout for Maria Hamelink, Peter Hughes, Tina Anderson, Dave 
Wilson, Richard Forbes, Rebecca van Amber and Dylan Hegh. 
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Unexplored Silver Peaks 

6 October 2012 
I was scratching around in my home patch near where the ones they call 
scouts leave lots of crumbs, when I saw this purple car arrive and five hu-
mans get out Another car opened up and lots of those horrid dogs began 
making lots of horrid noise, so I hopped and flew, out of there, up the 
road towards the building that hums near the log over the stream. I no-
ticed the five humans were following me. I thought they might have food, 
so I thought I would hop along with them and watch them. 
They walked along tweeting in their silly human way and crossed our big 
stream where the rocks are square and made up of little pebbles stuck to-
gether. These humans could fly, but only the short distances over the 
square rocks. 
I stayed in front of them along the track, but then lost them before their 
track crossed our smaller creek. I had to flit through the trees to keep in 
front, because they went where there was no open track. They stopped 
and looked at the strange structure of pieces of tree and ferns made by 
some noisy small humans a few days before. Those small humans had 
broken too many of our trees, just so they could sleep in our place. We 
don’t mind humans here as long as they don’t hurt our trees and they keep 
killing those small furry things with the sharp teeth that eat our brothers 
and sisters. 
The humans went into the creek there and pretended it was a track. It was 
easy to keep just ahead and watch them. They were very happy and 
scrambled through our trees and branches that overhang our creek, getting 
the coverings humans have over their talons all wet, which seemed to 
make them twitter very noisily. After what seemed a lot of sun move-
ment, they stopped and opened the bags they had on their backs and now, 
I could smell their food. I knew this might happen, and hoped I would be 
rewarded generously for observing them this long. 
Each time I saw the one they called Maurice, pull another load of food 
from his pack, I got excited – how could he eat a load bigger than him-
self? I can’t. But, when they left he didn’t seem to have dropped a single 
crumb.  
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They kept following the creek that they thought was a track until the trees over 
the creek joined their wings together and then the humans started noisily climb-
ing up. The skinny one slipped in a place where rocks had fallen down. He 
clawed at two of our baby trees to stop himself falling into the creek, but the 
trees were not his friends. He screeched very loudly when his chest/crop bashed 
on a rock. This made him go slow. They stopped and twittered about a big tree 
that my parents said their families had lived and eaten the red fruit in for 400 
egg-laying cycles. 
They pushed their silly awkward bodies through our tiny trees and bushes for a 
long sun movement until they reached the dry ridge top, where they consulted 
strange beeping boxes and were obviously pleased to find themselves right be-
side the track where a lot of humans walk. They walked back down to the big 
silvery stream in the valley, with the skinny one holding his wing across his 
crop… And from there they went back to their purple car. 
At the end of their walk, my ears were ringing from the incessant twittering of 
the one they called Ken. It was longer and worse than the dawn choruses of old, 
and my brothers and sisters were pleased to be left in the quiet once again.   
 

Robin, Bush for Tracy Pettinger, Ken Mason, Peter George, Maurice Peluso 
and Richard Pettinger 

 
Matanaka With a Difference 

14 October 2012 
 
October 14th had originally been scheduled for Hoods Track, in the Herbert 
Forest.  It is a while since I'd done that track, and had been worried about a 
scramble up beside a wee waterfall.  However at the Thursday OTMC meeting 
before 14th, I assured folk that there was now a ladder in place, so I thought 
we'd manage it.   
Alas the rain came down in torrents on Saturday and I figured that the Hoods 
track would be a test of endurance, rather than enjoyable, so I had to resort to 
Plan B.   
Whoops, no plan B!  But I thought a walk around the cliffs up from Waikouaiti 
Beach would be good, and we could include Matanaka and then return around 
the lagoon.  So we parked at the Waikouaiti sports ground and headed for the 
beach.  Almost got our feet wet crossing the lagoon creek (the sand bar has 
moved a bit) but in the sunshine we were soon scrambling up the cliff.  Found a 
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notice that said 'closed until 30th September' so we figured out the track was 
open.  The wind was strong and gusty, but we plodded up and down, around 
and about, dodged a large bull, crossed fences, negotiated some wee cliffs and 
lots of mud, reaching Matanaka at about 10.30am.  Had a good look around 
the buildings (the information boards are well worth a read) and briefly con-
sidered an early lunch.  It was really too early so we took the road back to 
Waikouaiti and at the end of that road read another sign “closed for lambing”!  
(I took the phone number and later that day rang to apologise that we'd been 
over the land – after all t'other sign said it was OK.)   
Down at the lagoon, the tide was creeping in and it wasn't possible to cross on 
the sand-bar we'd used earlier.  We had some lunch sheltered from the wind 
by a huge macropara tree, and being entertained by a swan and 3 large cyg-
nets, and a duck with a dozen ducklings in tow.  One duckling seemed to con-
tinually lag behind and you could almost hear it cheaping “Don't leave me 
behind, Mum!” I got out the map, which implied a route around the north of 
the lagoon.  We trod where I'm fairly certain that no OTMC member has trod 
before!  Only after coping with bog, mud, tussock, gorse and broom did I 
check the small print on my map – 30 years old!  The northern route around 
the lagoon actually begins on the southern side near the beach and has a small 
bridge across at the start!  Ah well, it certainly made the day more than a Sun-
day stroll!   
So Hood's track is re-scheduled for 7th April – 8am start!   

My thanks to 
my compan-
ions: Gavin 
McArthur, 
Leonie and 

Peter Loeber, 
and James 

McDonnell.   
Jane Cloete 
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Timaru River (not Dingle Peak) 
3/4 November 2012 

Standing on the bridge over Timaru River and looking at a river in flood with last 
nights snow covering the surrounding hills didn’t give us much hope for a success-
ful summit of Dingle Peak.  Not to be denied a weekend away in the hills we heft-
ed our packs opting for the ‘high river’ track into Timaru River.  
The high river track leaves the road not far from the road bridge and climbs steadi-
ly up a four wheel drive track.  The gradient is not overly steep but it certainly is a 
climb with the views of Lake Hawea opening out below us.  Rounding a corner 
near the ‘high point’ of the track we could see ahead with the track dropping about 
200m, only to climb to approximately the same height to avoid a gorge—a good 
test of fitness.  It was along this part of the track we met up with a couple of ladies 
who were on their way out after completing the Breast Hill circuit.  They’d had to 
shelter in Junction Hut due to the river levels and told us a story of a fisherman 
who had managed to get out of the river after being swept away in the gorge.  This 
made us happy about our decision to follow the high river track in.  After the short 
descent and rise in the track, it follows the contour around to a prominent ridge 
down to the valley floor, across the river from Junction Hut.   
Here we stopped for lunch before following Deer Spur Creek, making numerous 
river crossing to reach a lovely campsite just before where the track to Dingle 
Peak leaves the valley.   
Tents were put up with some opting for a leisurely afternoon in the sun while oth-
ers thought to explore the area a bit more.  Those of us that wanted to, continued 
up the river as it narrowed into a gorge and eventually headed straight up the ridge 
to join onto the track up to Dingle Peak.  Thankful that there were numerous trees 
to use as hand holds to clamber up the steep sides of the valley we eventually 
came out at bush line, to find we weren’t far from the Dingle Peak track.  From 
here we could see into the basin under Dingle Peak where we had planned to 
camp.  The basin was covered in snow which reinforced our earlier decision to 
camp lower down in the valley.  By now it was late afternoon and we followed the 
ridge back down to our valley campsite.   
We enjoyed an evening of eating and entertainment which included more eating 
(thanks to the wonderful entrée and dessert provided by Peter and Maria—yum 
yum!) .  As the sun disappeared behind the hills the night became very cold chas-
ing us to our beds early.  We woke to a hard frost which had frozen everything, 
including boots (and in some cases socks!)  
Sunday was an easy day with us retracing our steps back over the high water track 
and to the cars.  This may not have been the trip we had originally planned but it 
was still a good weekend out in the hills with good company, great food and excel-
lent views!  

Debbie for Peter Boeckhout, Maria Hamelink, Gordon Tocker, Juliet Wardell,  
Karen Keith and Antony Pettinger 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 
16-18  February 2013 

Caples Valley/Kay Creek Option [All] 
Antony Pettinger   ph. 473 7924 

NOTE: Change in trip programme 
I have decided to change the destination of this trip to the Caples / Kay Creek trip 
(which didn’t happen last November). For those still wanting to go the Eglinton 
Valley area, there is another trip scheduled there in mid-April. 
 
For the past couple of years we have had some two and three day option on some 
trips, and are doing so again this with this trip. The key trip on this weekend can 
be done in two days, although a third will give the opportunity to explore further. 
The through trip from the Caples to the Routeburn Road via Kay Creek and Scott 
Creek is a classic trip, involving lots of interesting terrain, riverbed travel (yeah!) 
and off-track sections. The leader of this trip has always had a desire to visit 
Death Valley – if only to find out why it is so named. It looks like Death Valley 
could provide an alternate route from Kay Creek Hut to the Scott Basin, with a 
largish tarn being an obvious camping area at just below 1500m. Extra time on 
the saddle will give time to enjoy the beautiful surroundings of the pass – you can 
even scramble up the end of the Humboldt for expansive views over Wakatipu 
and a great view of Earnslaw. 
Other options on this trip include a trip to McKellar Saddle (again, great views) or 
up Fraser Creek. Three days is also right to complete the Greenstone / Caples, for 
those so inclined. 
Trip list closes Feb 7 
 

2-3 March 2013 
West Matukituki (Shotover Saddle Option)  [All]  

Wayne Hodgkinson ph.  473 0950 
The West Matukituki has long been a destination for tramping trips; recently the 
club has visited in mid-winter, which pretty much excluded camping based trips. 
This trip in March provides the opportunity to get up higher, and camp. The trip 
has been sub-titled with ‘Shotover Saddle Option’ on the trip card. Shotover Sad-
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dle is a special place, and less visited than the nearby Cascade Saddle. Of course, 
most of the first day is all uphill, but with great views. From the saddle there will 
be time to explore the saddle area. 
Other options for this trip are of course Cascade Saddle, as well as Liverpool Hut 
(recent winter trips have almost got there, but not quite), French Ridge or the head 
of the West Matukituki. Like winter, there is also the opportunity to do a couple 
of day trips, perhaps from a valley camp.  
Trip list closes Feb 21 
 

Leaning Lodge Replacement 
Most members will be aware that the Leaning Lodge Trust has been busy plan-
ning the refurbishment of Leaning Lodge. Unfortunately, from an early stage it 
was apparent that it was impractical to bring the original structure up to DoC’s 
standard and in complying with the building code. Since the decision to replace 
the hut was made, much effort has been made by the trust to get to the current 
stage where the new hut is virtually closed in and is habitable (although it is cur-
rently incomplete, without bunks and remains a building site). While the time tak-
en to reach this stage may seem long, it must be noted that much work has preced-
ed construction, such as arranging funds, consents and materials, as well as pre-
fabrication in town.  
Although I have only been able to assist with building work this year, it was obvi-
ous on the first weekend of this year to see what the closing in of the hut meant to 
all those that have been closely involved, particularly to Ray McAliece – the sat-
isfaction in reaching this stage is obvious, and has only happened due to a dedi-
cated group of volunteers toiling away in a beautiful spot.  
On behalf of the OTMC Committee and members, I applaud the Leaning Lodge 
Trust on achieving their primary purpose. A special thanks to Ray and Jill for get-
ting the hut to where it is and mentoring a consistent band of helpers over many 
weekends. The outcome for the trust and the outdoor community is a 10 bunk hut, 
fully insulated that will see an increase in use all year around, in an incredible 
location. Well done! 
 
Antony Pettinger 
President 
 

 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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3 February 

Pineapple Track/Moon Track [E/M] 
Fieke Neuman ph. 473 7535  

A nice walk around the eastern side of Flagstaff/Swampy investigating old and 
new tracks. We start by meeting at the clubrooms at 9am, then driving to the 
Glenleith end of the Pineapple track. The uphill part of the walk involves the new-
ish McGouns Creek track and the old original Pineapple track. The downhill part 
follows the old Moon track, watching for mountain bikers at its many intersec-
tions with the new cycle track. An alternative on this section is the Nicholls creek 
track on the true right of the creek. Either way we get to see the lovely Nicholls 
falls and the location of the glow worm colony. Depending on how clever we 
were parking cars earlier we may have to walk up Islay road to complete the cir-
cuit. 
 

10 February  
Green Ridge - Silverstream Loop [M/F] 

Peter George     ph 487 816 
A popular loop in the Silver Peaks and one that is becoming a club standard. 
Starting at the Mountain Track entry we go along the Green Ridge track, down 
the Link (or Greengage) spur to the creek, continuing up to join the Rain Gauge 
spur track to Swampy and back along the Silver Peaks route to the cars.  
Walking time about 6 hours including lunch  
 

17 February 
Taioma - Outram Glen (Tramp & Pack Float) [M] 

Wayne Hodgkinson   ph. 473 0950 
This is our second shot at this – last year the river was too high.  
A tramp with a difference, for experienced trampers only with some experience of 
river crossing. The main plan is dependant on a low flow in the Taieri River of 5 
cumecs, (can be checked at http://water.orc.govt.nz/WaterInfo/Site.aspx?
s=Outram) which enables us to combine riverside tramping and scrambling, with 
wading and “pack floating” through deeper areas. Although graded “M”, you 
should be prepared for some bush bashing/boulder hopping. This is one trip where 
we will set out deliberately to get wet rather than hoping to avoid it, so you need 

(Continued from page 13) 
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to be wearing fast drying thermals, with all your gear secure in waterproof bags in 
your pack, also including floatation. Dry bags would be ideal.  
Assuming the required flow, we will leave the clubrooms at 9:00am and drive to 
our final destination at Outram Glen where we will leave a car. We then crowd 
into the remaining cars and drive up Taioma Road to Mullocky Gully near the 
Taieri Railway. Here we will start walking down to the Wild Earth Adventures 
launch site, near where we cross the river and start heading downstream. Keeping 
mostly on the true right, we will cross the river and wade / pack float as necessary 
to find our way down to Lee Stream, and the formed track to Outram Glen. 
It should take about 6 hours. 
If the river is too high, we will do the start of the trip to the Wild Earth Adventures 
launch ramp, return to the cars, then drive down to Outram Glen and complete the 
finish end as far as Lee Stream, which should be a relatively easy walk – allow a 
total of 5 hours in this case. Phone me on the Saturday to confirm. 
Carpool $10 to drivers please. 

 
24 February 

OTMC Open Day Walk 
Wayne Hodgkinson   ph.  473 0950 

As part of the OTMC’s Open Weekend, we will once again offer guided walks up 
Leith Saddle Track to Swampy Summit for members of the public. We will have a 
“Base Camp” set up in the carpark at the top of the North Motorway, running 
walks as people are available – roughly on the hour. I will be asking for offers of 
help from members, if you can spare a couple of hours to guide a group and share 
your pearls of wisdom would be great. Contact me with times you are available. 
Meet at the carpark.  (no cost) 

 
3 March  

The Three Silver Peaks [M] 
Tony Timperley ph. 473 7257 

Did you know that there are Silver Peaks 1, 2 & 3 and that over the years they 
have been interchangeable? Just to make sure we cover them all we will climb 
each one with great ceremony and record these events. The route will first take us 
up Green Ridge, with a drinks and snacks stop at the Green Hut site. Then we will 
proceed to climb up to our first peak above Pulpit Rock before diverting to our 
second peak on Rocky Ridge. Our final ascent will be to the highest peak at 777 
metres. Here we will lunch and admire the 360 degree expansive views before re-
turning via Green Ridge again (although we may drop down and take a look at the 
Painted Forest if time allows). (Car share cost: $8) 
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7 February 
No Club night—Extended Waitangi Weekend 

14 February 
Philip Somerville will share his experiences climbing Aoraki/Mt 
Cook.   Hear how Phillip coped with the challenges involved in 
climbing New Zealand’s highest mountain.    

21 February 
Last year, Dunedinite Jeremy Star tramped for six months to cover 
the full 4265 kms of the Pacific Crest Trail in the western United 
States. Beginning in New Mexico at the end of April, he endured 
everything from desert heat, bear forest, rattlesnakes, and having to 
finish at a sprint in the Canadian snow, before the trail was closed at 
the end of October. During his presentation Jeremy will share his 
experiences of the trail with us, including the wonderful diversity and 
beauty of the environment - and how to ward off predators  

28 February 
Antony Hamel has a made numerous videos of his exploits out and 
about Dunedin and the surrounding hills.  Antony will show us some 
of his videos in this  light hearted, entertaining night.   

7 March 
Maria Hamelink spent five weeks in 2012 travelling around South 
America.  We enjoyed part one of her talk in December and look 
forward to hearing and seeing more of this interesting part of the 
world.   

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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