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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson  
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 487 6066 
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Bushcraft 2013 parties camping in the Silver Peaks 
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As I write this, the Silver Peaks weekend of Bushcraft 2013 has just 
finished. Cave Stream below Jubilee Hut saw 32 Bushcraft 
participants and leaders camped (with another approx. 25 University 
students at the hut).   
During the Silver Peaks weekend I talked to a lot of those on the 
course in the Silver Peaks.  It was interesting to hear that very few 
had ventured into the Silver Peaks, and certainly not as far as Jubilee 
Hut before.  We are very lucky to have such a rugged area so close 
to Dunedin, somewhere we can go to test our fitness and experience 
the ’mountains’ without having to travel far.  For those on the 
Bushcraft course the Silver Peaks were are huge test with a lot not 
knowing how they would cope.  Camping under a fly, learning how 
to use a cooker and conquering the Devils Staircase were a 
challenge and all those I talked to enjoyed the experience.   
The main aim of Bushcraft is helping people gain the knowledge 
and experience to enjoy the outdoors safely and is not necessarily a 
membership drive but it can’t be denied that a high percentage of 
those on the course do join the OTMC afterwards.  Bushcraft has 
always given the club a boost, both in membership  numbers  and 
enthusiasm. By making small changes here and there, refining and 
‘tweeking’ of different parts of the course over the years has kept 
the Bushcraft course as popular and relevant today as it ever has 
been.   Looking at the faces on a Thursday night or perusing the 
names of those on the committee, it is easy to see how many have 
come through Bushcraft before joining the OTMC.    I can say with 
some certainty that without this steady influx of members, the 
OTMC would not be as strong as it is today.   
For me one name stands out the most as being the driving force 
behind Bushcraft and the OTMC in general for the past 20 years.  It 
is only with this person’s continued efforts and enthusiasm that I 
and many others, have experienced so much of the outdoors with 
confidence.   Often this person is the one out front making things 
happen, always noticing what is happening and thanking others for 
their time and effort in what they do for the club, never expecting 
any thanks themselves because they feel they aren’t doing anything 
out of the ordinary.   While I would often like to stand up and 
publicly thank them, my close association with this person makes 
this difficult so I am using this space to do that.   
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On behalf of myself, the other Bushcraft instructors and all those on the 
2013 Bushcraft course, I would like to thank Antony for the untold hours he 
has put into this and the previous 20 years of Bushcraft courses.   
Saying thank you Antony just doesn’t seem enough.     

Debbie Pettinger 
Editor and Social Programme Co-co-ordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

Club membership still remains at 191 no change. I am getting lots of 
inquiries from Bushcraft people about joining the club.  
 

Richard Forbes 
Membership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bumper  s ckers  are  available  from  info@savefiordland.org.nz.all.  The  cost  to 
produce each s cker is $1.25 + p&p.   A gold coin dona on will cover these costs.  
Email with  the number of  s ckers you want and your address.   Deposit  to Save 
Fiordland's bank account: Westpac Te 
Anau  03‐1749‐0411965‐00  or  send  a  stamped,  self  addressed  envelope  to  66 
Quin n  Drive,  Te  Anau  9600  with  your  dona on  and  the  number  of  s ckers  
needed.   
 

Routeburn Falls Hut 

The Routeburn Falls hut will be closed to all public access for two weeks from 13 
May 2013 to allow for work to be completed.  The hut is expected to reopen from 
27 May.  The Routeburn Flats Hut will remain open.  For further information 
please contact the DoC community relations team in Queenstown at (03) 442 7933 
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Pigeon Island 
15/16 December 2012 

On Friday night we piled into the car, and headed off up the road, excited for the 
OTMC’s end of year social trip to Pigeon Island. The plan was to drive to Bannock-
burn and to stay overnight there at the camping ground on Friday night, and be up 
and away early to Lake Wakatipu the next morning. After stopping for fish ‘n’ 
chips along the way, we arrived at Bannockburn with just enough light left to pitch 
our tents. Feeling both tired and excited at the same time, it wasn’t long before I 
was fast asleep. 
After an early start, we were the first ones to arrive at the place where we would 
launch the boats and head over to Pigeon Island. We filled in the time until the 
boats arrived by skipping stones and swatting sand flies. It wasn’t long until An-
drew arrived with his boat and... A biscuit!! By the time that the majority of the 
others had turned up, and the boats were loaded and ready to make the first trip 
across, Dylan and I had donned some wetsuits and were in the biscuit behind An-
drew’s boat.  
It was our first time in a biscuit, and we loved it! I’m not sure if the first screams 
were from the cold, or enjoyment, but by the end of the ride, we were having a 
great time! After arriving at Pigeon Island, and unloading the gear, we were back in 
the biscuit to make a return trip to bring some more people over to the magical 
place that is Pigeon Island. Man it was fun; you certainly had to hold on tight! I 
think I can honestly say that by the time we arrived back at Pigeon Island, my hands 
were so cold, I couldn’t have let go if I wanted too!  
After ‘touching down’ on Pigeon Island soil, we were surprised to see that there 
was a giant, albeit, slightly run-
down, marquee. After our initial 
excitement, camp sites were soon 
selected, tents pitched and lunch 
was gobbled up by the hungry 
‘trampers’. After a much needed 
rest, we tied up the laces of our 
boots and set off to conquer the 
summit of Pigeon Island.  
As we progressively climbed 
higher and higher, the views kept 
getting better and better. It was a 
clear day, and the just being in the 
middle of Lake Wakatipu, and being able to see mountains on all sides, was very 
impressive and breath-taking. The climb up was short, sweet and steep! The views 
made it all worth it. We spent a while at the top just soaking it all in. All too soon 
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though, plans had been made on how to spend the rest of the afternoon, and the 
descent had begun.  
Back at the camp site, Dylan and I pulled back on the wetsuits, and hopped back 
on the biscuit, and with Debbie and Andrew in the boat, we set off to circumnavi-
gate the island, via boat. You don’t realise how big the island is until you’ve been 
around the whole island on a biscuit, in the freezing waters of Lake Wakatipu. 
Shivering, we tumbled out of the biscuit, but the adrenaline was still racing and we 
didn’t mind the cold! I was off to get dried off, but Dylan, along with Richard F, 
and Debbie, were game for a spin on the biscuit.  
It was most entertaining watching them, even from the distant shore. Dylan and 
Debbie took a tumble into the cold water once, and shivering Dylan swapped his 
spot with Richard F. Loud laughter was coming from the crowd that had gathered 
on shore as they went for a swim before they even started, but soon they had pulled 

themselves back onto the biscuit, only to 
be tossed off moments later. They sure 
looked like they had a blast though!  
After everyone was all dried off, the 
‘social’ part of the evening started. 
Some unexpected visitors arrived, Mike 
and Jane.  We sat on the shore, trying 
not to feed the very curious weka and 
just relaxing. Soon we were starting to 
feel a bit chilly thanks to a cool wind, 
and moved up to the marquee. After the 

very yummy BBQ, we got some music playing (thanks to Antony for the music, 
and Ray for the speakers) and a game of volleyball was started. It was very fun, 
and some friendly arguments were entered into over which team won. As the sun 
began to set, it became too dark to see 
the ball so we abandoned the game in 
favour of Wolfgang and Allan’s infa-
mous ‘concert’. The singing and fun 
carried on well into the night, but even-
tually quiet fell over the Island as eve-
ryone turned in for the night. 
The sun rose on Sunday morning, and 
packing up was a bit hectic as the lake 
was a bit rough, and we wanted to be 
away as soon as possible so we could 
get back! The ride across was a bit 
rough, but soon everyone and the gear was being loaded into cars, and farewelled 
as the trip home to Dunedin began.  
Overall, it was a very enjoyable weekend. A special thanks to Ray, Andrew and 
Mike for the boats, without you guys it wouldn’t have been possible.  

Jade Pettinger  
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Kepler in a Day  
8 December 2012 

I was feeling a bit apprehensive about this challenge as I had not really done much 
tramping leading up to this.  In late winter I did Mount Luxmore/Luxmore Hut over a 
weekend in deep snow and was planning to do a three day trip to Macetown but I did 
not go due to a leg injury.  I did some hill work a week leading up to the trip to loosen 
things up.   
Four cars and 16 people arrived at the camping ground in Te Anau by 10.00 pm on Fri-
day night and after a quick chat, turned in for the night.  A decision was made to wake 
at 5.00 am and leave after breakfast at 5.30 am to head to the start of the track.  There 

seemed to be a bit of nervous energy 
during breakfast.  Diana discovered 
the food that she had left in the fridge 
had been stolen which didn’t go 
down too well.  Antony’s car was 
first away, Diana called in at the of-
fice to leave a note about her missing 
food.  When I got to the car park at 
the start of the track, Antony’s crew 
had already set off.  It was just before 
6.00 am the weather was calm, over-
cast and not too hot—perfect for 
tramping. Dave’s car arrived soon 

after but there was no sign of Diana’s crew.  After walking about 10 minutes, Dave said 
he didn’t see Diana’s car either so we rang her on her mobile to discover that she had 
missed the turnoff to the Kepler Track car park and was at a car park down a gravel 
road.  So she doubled back and found the right car park.  That crisis averted we carried 
on. 
Brod Bay was reached after one hour and 
another one hour to the limestone bluffs.  
I was walking with Wayne and Dave and 
further back was Michael.  Maurice 
caught us at the bluffs – not bad consider-
ing he was ½ an hour late starting.  An-
other half hour to the bushline and we all 
walked together and reached Luxmore  
Hut after another half hour.  By now we 
started coming across other people 
(mainly tourists) who looked strangely at 
our small packs and fast walking they 
were warmly dressed with huge packs. A friendly hut warden gave Peter a spare water 
bottle that he had lost on the way up. I waited at Luxmore hut for almost half an hour to 
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catch Diana and Isabelle who had made good time.  They were happy to continue de-
spite the late start. Isabelle was very excited about the views and scenery, so was very 
keen to see more. I was considerably behind the leading group of Antony, Debbie, 
Ross and Tina, so I headed off at speed up to Luxmore.  An i-Pod with music was 
great for setting the pace and I was passing tourists along the way.  I passed Penny, 
Dave and Michael.  I decided not to do the side trip up Mount Luxmore and pushed 

on.  Dylan and Rebecca were up Mount 
Luxmore at the time.  As I approached For-
est Burn Shelter, Ross had just left and I 
caught up with Antony and Debbie, who 
had taken the short detour to the top of 
Mount Luxmore.  After a quick break we 
were off and I stayed within cooee of Anto-
ny and Debbie all the way to Iris Burn Hut 
where we arrived around 1.00 pm.   
I could see Ross some way ahead along the 
tops but could not catch him. There was a 
little snow in the shady spots on the tops 

that had to be taken carefully with just gym shoes on.  I had lunch on a lookout above 
the bushline before Iris Burn Hut as there would be less sandflies to bother me with a 
view down the Iris Burn Valley and to Lake Manapouri in the distance.  Ross and An-
drew were at Iris Burn Hut.  Another friendly hut warden greeted us and said they usu-
ally get a couple of people a day doing the whole Kepler in a day!  Ross left and ahead 
of us were Peter, Maurice (who were jogging at times) and Tina.  Antony, Debbie, 
Andrew and I set off for Moturau Hut and as we set off Dylan arrived with no shirt on 
and shortly after Diana, Isa-
belle, Dave, Wayne and Pen-
ny arrived.  Still further back 
were Rebecca, Michael and 
Wayne.   
Another three hours and we 
reached Moturau Hut.  Along 
the way we saw a couple of 
official looking people on 
bush bikes with tracking bea-
cons on their backs, not sure 
what they were doing as there 
are no bikes allowed on the 
track.  We saw them later at 
Rocky Point. We were start-
ing to feel it in the legs at Moturau Hut and had a well earned snack and toilet stop.  
Diane, Isabelle, Dave, Penny and Wayne caught us up as we were about to leave at 
5.00 pm (11 hours on the go).  Ahead of us were still Peter, Maurice, Tina and Ross 

(Continued from page 6) 
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and futher back was Rebecca, Dylan and Michael (all were accounted for)  
It was getting hard now to walk and Rainbow Reach was done by 6.00 pm (12 hours on 
the go).  We pushed on.  Antony and Debbie raced off and disappeared down the track. 
I knocked back a can of red bull which was a bad move as later on I felt ill  The last 10 
km were the hardest by far mentally as it just went on and on, quite flat but in the bush 
with only glimpses of the river.  When you did see the river there were many bends 
stretching off in the distance. We didn’t want to stop in case we seized up, it was one 
foot in front of the other  Finally we saw the control gates and a small sign saying 1 km 
to go with a small mirror and a note saying “Looking good!”.  We reached the end at 
8.00 pm – we had been going 14 hours!  Maurice and Peter arrived at the end before 
6.00 pm, followed by Tina and Ross at about 7.00 pm then Antony and Debbie at 7.30 
pm—half an hour before Andrew and I. Maurice had already left to pick up Diane as 
arranged at Rainbow Reach.  Dave, Penny, Wayne Isabelle and Michael arrived at 
about 8.30 pm.  Andrew and I picked up Rebecca and Dylan at Rainbow Reach (whew 
all were accounted for).  Dinner and a hot shower and a good night’s sleep were had by 
all.  Sunday a beautiful day dawned and we ate a hearty breakfast before we drove back 
to Dunedin arriving after lunch. 
A huge thank you to Antony, Debbie and Andrew for walking over 30 km with me, 
especially Andrew who walked the very mentally challenging 10 km from Rainbow 
Reach to the Control Gates.  I couldn’t do it on my own that fast. 
 
Richard Forbes for Peter Hughs, Debbie and Antony Pettinger, Maurice Peluso, Tina 
Anderson, Wayne Hodgkinson, Rebecca van Amber, Dylan Hegh, Andrew Pask, David 
and Penny McArthur, Michael Firmin, Ross Hunt, Diana Munster and Isabelle Gens-
burger. 
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20 January 2013 
Big Hut/Rock and Pillar Range 

19 people turned up for my day trip, I couldn’t believe it, I have never had such a big 
number of people on my trip before.   
We left Dunedin and travelled up State Highway 87 to Middlemarch and the car park 
at Glencreag.  We could roughly see where we were going to follow the orange mark-
ers on the track up the eastern side of the 
Rock and Pillars.  We could even see the 
new Leaning Lodge Hut from a distance. 
We set off for our big climb. We climbed 
up and up—3300ft up .  As we were climb-
ing up you could look back and admire the 
view of the Strath Taieri Plains, Saddle 
Hill and the Silver Peaks.  As we were 
climbing higher, it got quite cold and out 
came the jerseys and jackets.  Everyone 
was glad when we reached Big Hut, which 
was just after 1.00pm.  It  had taken us 
3hrs to reach Big Hut for a well deserved 
lunch break out of the cold wind.  We didn’t have very long for lunch, once we real-
ised time was getting on and we still had an hour’s walk along the top, to the new 
Leaning Lodge hut. 
We changed leaders, my thanks to Dave for leading us over the tops.  We walked 
along the top and came to the highest point of the Rock and Pillar Range.  At the rock 

we sheltered from the wind and had a 
group photo. It was a good walk along 
the top and quite pleasant when we were 
out of the cold wind. We dropped down 
to visit the new Leaning Lodge Hut.  
From the new Leaning Lodge hut we had 
a wonderful view looking out over the 
Strath Taieri.  It was well worth the visit.  
I was very pleased that I had the oppor-
tunity to see it and I am sure the other 
people very much enjoyed seeing the 
new hut.  From the hut we followed a 
4WD track down, which was a long way 

down to the bottom to the cars.  It was a very enjoyable day. 
Thanks to everyone who came on the trip. 

Leader Lucy Jones, Maria Hamelink, Peter Boekhout, Lynley Copland, Jane Cloete, 
Wiske Giulpe, Karen Sprecklen, Gavin MacArthur, Murray Singleton, Denis Gessert, 
Janice Burch, David McArthur, Penny McArthur, Sonya McArthur, Kathy Woodrow, 

Chris Pearson, Diana Munster, Tanya Low and Ian Woodford 
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Three Silver Peaks plus Painted Forest;  
or, how to upgrade an [M] to an [FE]! 

For the past month the weather had been fine and warm, with temperatures in the 
20+degsC. But Sunday, 3rd March, dawned overcast with showers, cooled by a south-
erly. Nevertheless, nine hardy souls dragged themselves out of their warm beds to 
conquer the Three Silver Peaks; but for seven of us there would be an extra effort that 
would exceed even that mighty feat. If  only we’d known! 
Although it was cold at the start, layers were discarded as we briskly climbed Green 
Ridge; however, we quickly replaced them when we stopped for our first refreshment 
break at the Green Hut site. Here we were exposed to a cold wind and then had to cut 
short our break when a squally shower 
moved in. We climbed up through the 
manuka, not realizing the shelter it gave 
us until we came out into the open above 
the Silver Stream valley, where again we 
were hit by the southerly. Undeterred, we 
climbed up towards Pulpit Rock, but 
when we reached its base some members 
faltered in the cold and wind. It was only 
when Our Great Inspirational Leader To-
ny reminded them there would be no offi-
cial photo unless they climbed to the sum-
mit, so everyone braved the conditions. In 
the photo, one only has to look at Lucy’s hair streaming out to realize how windy it 
was! 
The other two peaks were conquered with relative ease and official photos taken to 
record these achievements. We took lunch in the shelter of the lee side of the highest 
Silver Peak at 777 metres before discussing the merits or otherwise of entering the 
Painted Forest. As Bronwen had “bin there, dun that” and Ralph was not interested in 
bush-bashing, it meant that just seven of us were left to brave the perils of the forest. 
With the re-assuring words “It’ll take you just about half an hour to go down” from 
Bronwen we headed into the unknown.  
An hour later, the seven bushbashers were still bashing well above the bottom of the 
valley. Barry and Mike took turns in forging tracks through the undergrowth, whilst 
Tony tried to maintain his impression of being Our Great Inspirational Leader from 
somewhere in the middle of the group. Although we made the most of the numerous 
pig tracks, they were not too helpful when we tried to avoid the many clutches of bush 
lawyer. Four- legged, horizontal pigs pass under the bush lawyer; whilst two-legged, 
vertical humans get scratched by it, especially on exposed thighs. Mike, who is an 
Aussie and therefore used to fighting off blood-sucking leeches, poisonous snakes and 
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venomous spiders whilst out tramping, was not at all sympathetic to us Kiwi trampers 
merely trying to disentangle ourselves from bushlawyer. 
One hour and twenty minutes after leaving Bronwen and Ralph we reached the stream 
at the bottom of the Painted Forest valley. (Remember “half an hour?) As we climbed 
out the opposite side, we thought we would soon be enjoying leg-caressing tussock as 
we emerged above the bushline. No way! We were now in the “scrubline” which had 
leg-scratching properties exceeding those of bush-lawyer. When we finally reached the 
open ridge track, Tony realised why the Painted Forest is so named - his thighs and 
forearms were painted blood red! 
The bush and scrub bashers met up again with Ralph and Bronwen at the Green Hut 
site, which was now bathed in the afternoon sun. After waking the duo from their after-
noon nap, we recounted our adventure and questioned Bronwen on her “half an hour”. 
“I didn’t expect you to go right to the bottom!” she protested, “ I meant that you just go 
down for half an hour, then contour round the head of the valley before climbing out.” 
This information further emphasised the enormity of the feat that we bashers had just 
accomplished. 
And what do we bashers think of the Painted Forest? Well, words such as “interesting”, 
“good off-track tramping” and “good fun” were used by some.  Our Great Inspirational 
Leader, however, found the experience hard to put into words as his answer to the 
question was “!@#&?>*&$~+&&!!”. What we all agreed on, though, was that OTMC 
members each have to make up their own minds by going and experiencing the Painted 
Forest for themselves. Perhaps Richard Pettinger could go there for his next Unex-
plored Silver Peaks expedition. After all it is an [FE] grade tramp! 

Tony Timperley (tongue in cheek) for: Debbie Nicholas, Jan Burch, Peter Hughes,  
Barry Walker, Ralph Harvey, Bronwen Strang, “Aussie” Mike, and Lucy Jones. 
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Ahuriri Valley/Dingle Burn 
16-17 April. 

We ended up with just four on this trip but that meant we easily fitted into the four-
wheel drive. The road isn’t the best for low slung cars so this was handy. We arrived at 
the Ahuriri Base hut at Birchwood Road around 10.3pm to find 2 keen hunters in resi-

dence for the night. After a little 
debate, a look at the very 
parched and rock-hard ground, 
and some blokes chat, we decid-
ed they could put up with us in 
the 6 bunk hut for the night. 
When they started to cook a feed 
at 12.30 we thought this might 
not have been the best choice, 
but we relaxed and continued to 
solve the problems of the world. 
We also survived their 5.30 a.m. 

departure up the valley. So it was a somewhat tired but enthusiastic group that began 
the climb across the tussock, up the beech forest, and up the disused zigzag cat-track to 
the summit 650m above the hut. The hot bright sun had reverted to a high but bright 
cloud cover that made the tops very pleasant. We dropped the packs and followed the 
ridge North to a little peak with a marker at 1520m with spectacular views up the Ahu-
riri, Canyon Creek and Din-
gle Burn. We returned to the 
packs following a very light-
ly cairned track that avoided 
the ‘interesting’ rock pile on 
the way up. It was also nice 
to see a Kereru valley hop-
ping across the saddle to the 
Dingle Burn. The descent to 
the very cute Top Dingle 
Hut was accomplished with 
a rest just before the steep 
descent through the bush. 
Luckily the snoozer soon noticed we had left and caught the others up.  We had the hut 
to ourselves but shared the surroundings with many large hares. 
As expected the morning was not quite as fine as we began the ascent back and by the 
time we reached the saddle it was time for the parkas to come out. The descent back to 
the ute was in the rain but we accepted that graciously as the previously parched 
ground quickly began to flow with much needed water.  A very pleasant trip to a beau-
tiful valley. 
John – for Richard, Darryl and Peter. 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 
Included with this Bulletin is the new trip programme, containing our trips from 
now until the end of October. As with recent winter trip cards, we have decided to 
mainly limit the trips to areas with good huts. That said, there is no reason why 
more adventurous trips can’t be undertaken from these areas with many different 
options available. Winter can be a wonderful time to be in the hills, here’s hoping 
for favourable weather (and earlier snow the than 2012!). One trip that isn’t on the 
programme is a snowcraft (iceaxe and crampon) instruction weekend. Last year 
the weekend was cancelled due to low numbers – we have decided this year to 
make a call on whether we should hold one nearer the time. This gives the option 
of choosing the best weekend (snow and weather wise) as we could also use the 
new Leaning Lodge as a venue. My thanks to those who have volunteered to lead 
trip, be it a weekend or day trip (and nice to see some new names on the leaders 
list). A special thanks to Wayne for arranging the Sunday trip programme. 
 

May 11-12  
Routeburn Track (Crossover) (M-F) 
Richard Forbes  ph. 453 1327 

Note: Due to the popularity of this trip it will be a members or Bushcraft 2013 
participant’s trip only. 
The summer season on the Great Walks has now ended, and the tracks are now in 
‘winter season’. Basically, this means there is no booking system, no gas or heat-
ing in the huts and no wardens to give advice. The club has done the Routeburn as 
a crossover trip a few times, but not in the last 4-5 years. The plan is take one van 
(although final transport arrangements will be confirmed based on demand) to 
each end of the track (The Divide, or the Glenorchy end) with trampers walking 
the entire track in one direction, and exiting at the other end. The Routeburn is 
around 33km, so it really is a moderate two day trip. The group from the Glenor-
chy end would spend the Saturday night at McKenzie, while the ones leaving The 
Divide will overnight Saturday at Falls Hut. Whether either party walk into the 
first hut (either Flats or Howden) is up to them. The Routeburn is worthy of its 
Great Walk status – it has the lot, steep gorges, beech forest, large flats, alpine 
lakes and great views. The side trips to Key Summit and Conical Hill (conditions 
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allowing) are worthwhile. 
Hut fees are $15 per night (or annual hut pass) and the trip will be first in, first 
served. It is already popular due to being promoted on the email list, at clubs 
nights. It is also proving popular with some from the 2013 Bushcraft course. 
 

June 1-3 (Queens Birthday)  
Mt. Somers Area  (All)  

John Kaiser ph.467 2140 
Mt Somers is an area that easily provides options for all trampers. Over recent 
years the established tracks have evolved to the point where there is now a track 
right round Mt Somers itself, providing options for a three day trip. The area has 
two huts – Woolshed Hut has replaced two smaller huts on the same site. The oth-
er hut, Pinnacles Hut is located in Bowyers Stream at the bushline. From both huts 
it is possible to explore the area. A popular trip is Mt Somers itself. From either 
hut you would make for the saddle to the north of Mt Somers, from where it is a 
rock scramble to easy plateaus that lead to the summit (others may want to climb 
the track on the south side). From the summit you get great views over the Canter-
bury Plains, as well as towards the slightly higher Winterslow Range. Other op-
tions for side trips include Morgan Stream – this provides relatively easy access to 
the Winterslow Range (see photos of this option on the club website). Of course, 
there is the option of the complete round trip, with options for the entry and exit 
points. This is the first QB trip that hasn’t headed south for some time, let’s make 
it a good one. 

 
 
 
 
 

5 May 
Possum Hut (Silver Peaks)   [M]  
Wayne Hodgkinson ph. 473 0950 

With the demise of the old Yellow Hut, Possum Hut is the last remaining bastion 
of traditional Silver Peaks accommodation.  Leaving the clubrooms at 9am we 
will drive to Mountain Rd and start walking towards Green Ridge, then drop 
down Eucalypt Spur to the South Branch Waikouaiti River. Up stream a bit we 
will find Possum Hut in all its glory, and have a bit of a break before the steep 
climb up onto Green Ridge, and hence back to the cars.  Should be about 4 hours. 
Trip cost $8 for the drivers please 

(Continued on page 15) 
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12 May 
Silverstream [E]  

Janet Barclay  ph. 489 2598 
We head over Three Mile Hill to Whare Flat. Walk along the Silver Stream to the 
Powder Ridge turn off. Then Climb to 586m, and return the same way. If the 
weather is bad we can do the Racemans Track instead. Expect to be back at 
the club rooms around 3pm.  
Trip cost $5. 

19 May 
All day on the Peninsula [M/F] 

David Barnes   ph.454 4492 
People often think of the Otago Peninsula as a place for really short easy walks – 
and certainly not worthy of a 9am start and giving up a whole Sunday. Be pre-
pared to have those ideas quashed. With a bit of cunning and some connecting 
road walks, we’ll show you a full day on the peninsula with more up hill than a 
Maungatua traverse. Starting from Turnbull Bay, we’ll climb straight to the top of 
Harbour Cone (315m), then descend to sea level at Hoopers Inlet. An ascent of the 
Nyhon Track (190m) is followed by a couple of km’s on the road to Sandymount. 
A short walk leads to the top of Sandymount (320m), a good place for lunch. Then 
we descend to Sandfly Bay (watching out for sea lions lurking in the dunes) before 
heading up to Seal Point Road (150m) and dropping to Boulder Beach. The last 
climb of the day is up Paradise Track (260m)to Highcliff Rd, before we descend 
Greenacres Track to Macandrew Bay. There’s the opportunity to have an ice 
cream while the cars are retrieved.  
 

26 May 
Maungatua  [M] 

Tomas Sobek   ph. 487 7896 
The From the flat Taieri Plains to the  heights of Maungatua peaks. Come and look 
at the world from bird-eye perspective! Provided the weather is nice to us, we 
should be rewarded by breath taking views from vantage points over 100 metres 
higher than Silver Peaks.  Together with a walk through awesome waist-high tus-
sock, this is a temptation worth the 700 metres climb, isn't it? And it will keep  
you fit too. We will start from Woodside Glen picnic area and backtrack on the 
way down.  
 

2 June 
No day trip (Queens Birthday) 
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2 May  
Jeremy Star—Pacific Crest Trail part 2.  Jeremy had a full house 
when he first visited our club rooms to talk about his journey on 
the Pacific Crest Trail.  His previous talk was a really good over-
view of the track, tonight he will give us a bit more  of an in depth 
look at the trail and his adventures on this 2000+ mile trail.   

9 May 
David Barnes spent a month bobbing around in the Southern 
Ocean to fulfil a lifelong dream to visit Antarctica and the Subant-
arctic Islands.  

16 May 
The Orokonui Ecosantuary is a unique predator free sanctuary 
for native birds, plants and animals not far from Dunedin.  Alyth 
Grant will be telling us the Orokanui Ecosantuary story.   

23 May 
Wilkin Valley, Waitangi Weekend.  Last month we heard about 
the adventures in Tiel Creek, this month we hear from Ann, Ray, 
Pete and co. on the fun they had in the Wilkin Valley.      

30 May 
BYO—bring along your photos from any day or weekend trip 
you’ve been on recently.  We’d love to see where you’ve been.    

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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6 June 

Antony Hamel is always entertaining and this time he will talk 
about his recent escapades on the cavalcade.   


