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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2012/13 

 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Peter Stevenson  454 4148 
 Treasurer Tina Anderson  
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick  
 Clubrooms / Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Daytrip Convenor Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Website/Bushcraft Director Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
 Social Convener Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep / Committee Ross Hunt 477 3309 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

View from summit of Mt Luxmore 
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Debbie has finally cornered me into writing an editorial after two 
and half years of avoiding her approaches.  Tramping is a social 
activity especially when in the Club environment however there are 
times when you find yourself walking alone. So as I plodded alone 
along the last stretches of the Routeburn track on the recent 
crossover trip I contemplated topics to write about, which was also a 
distraction from the nagging pain in my ankle.  I have strung 
together some of these thoughts. 
It was really great to see a number of new club members from 
Bushcraft undertake the tramp and the way older experienced 
trampers aided and encourage them over some challenging track 
conditions and in turn, how the new members thoroughly 
appreciated the help and in the end enjoyed the experience of being 
outside their comfort levels.  Bushcraft continues to be a vital 
recruitment system for members entering the Club with 12 recently 
joining from this year’s course. 
It was also good to see a number of groups of young people from 
different nationalities taking the opportunity to experience one of 
our great walks outside the tourist season although it was disturbing 
to see the choices in some footwear that wasn’t appropriate for 
winter tramping conditions. 
The first months of this year have been extremely busy for me, but I 
have already been able to fit in two tramping trips organised by the 
Club.  This is after only undertaking one trip for all of last year.  
There seems to be such a large choice of leisure activities these days 
that active people can be involved in.  You can run, walk or bike 
through stunning country most weekends during summer.  Most of 
these events are run by professional organisations and require an 
entry fee, however this doesn’t seem to deter the thousands that take 
part e.g. 3000 entrants alone in the Motapapu multisport weekend.  
The demographics of these events are also interesting, while there 
are the young top performance athletes there is also a large number 
of competitors in the 40 plus category and many of these athletes 
attain podium places.  I read an article recently that 50 is the new 40 
meaning many athletes competing in their 50’s are competing at a 
level of a 40 year old 10 years ago.  This has been possible through 
better understanding of nutrition, training techniques and sports 
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equipment.  And I guess the same can be applied to tramping with improved 
lightweight gear, easy access to and understanding of nutrient needs, and 
with improved mapping and guidance systems that means our backcountry is 
more accessible to a greater number of people.  

Pete Stevenson 
Secretary  

 
 
 
 
 

A busy month with membership with many bushcraft people joining the club 
Club membership now stands at 203 with 12 new members joining this last 
month 
  
Lee Smith and Julie Gibbs   Yuki Fujita 
Martin and Paula Watt   Debbie Wekking 
Kat Stachowicz and Jarek Mazur  Bernadine Dougherty 
Robyn Hullen     Barry Walker 
Joe Skinner 

Richard Forbes 
Membership 

 

 

Look out your ‘award winning’ photos to  
enter the OTMC photo competition! 

Craig McKenzie has agreed to be our judge and will be giving us  lots of 
good tips on taking that ‘winning’ photo on 13 June so there will be no ex-
cuse not to get your camera out and start snapping.   
Enter up to 10 photos in any one category.  Categories are Above Bushline, 
Below Bushline, Native Flora or Fauna, Historic Hut or Camp Life and 
Outdoor Landscapes (no people in Outdoor Landscapes please). 
Entries by either hard copy, CD, DVD or pen drive need to be handed to 
Debbie Pettinger.   
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Bushcraft Silver Peaks 
13/14 April 2013 

We arrived on the mountain road just before 8:30 and got shuttled up the mountain 
road to the Tunnels Track with other trampers and started walking around 9:30. 
There was a steep downhill, then a river crossing and steep uphill for about 45 
minutes.  It was steep for the visitor in our group but she was not the only one find-
ing it tough .  We had a break at the Phillip Cox Memorial Hut, aka the ‘new Yel-
low Hut’.  We discovered that the old Y.H. has been completely removed, nothing 
remains. 
As soon we were on Yellow ridge we enjoyed the sun all around with perfect 
views.  We were pleased to see that lots of gorse has been cleared compared to last 
October.  The Gap was visible as our point for lunch, but we never made it :-), ex-
cept for a small party of hard core trampers.  Something for us to do next time.. 
Halfway along the Yellow Ridge, I dropped myself into the bushes and waited until 
my group members passed, and had a few minutes of sun bathing. 
We went further along the ridge, up & down, up & onwards, and were happy to see 
Richard had stopped for lunch with the rest of the Bushcraft group.  It was for 12:45 
for lunch! 
Evenutally everybody joined up  for lunch, including Wayne’s party and Gordon 
who was carrying 2 packs!  After a long lunch,  we were fueled up and ready to 
carry on.  We carried on to the ABC caves, and had another little break there.  After 
that I had a little bit of exercise by going faster to get my heart pumping and lose 

that lazy sweat I had been 
carrying around for the 
whole summer.  I meet 
up with Ann’s party who 
had put up camp very 
nicely on the flats below 
Jubilee hut. 
I put up our tent at the 
bottom of the Devils 
Staircase and had a look 
at Jubilee Hut.   I could 
see all the bushcraft 
trampers making their 
way down, passing the 
old Jubilee hut. 
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Awesome view from where I was standing, every time again. 
Back at our campsite tea (dinner) was celebrated in normal tramping tradition.  
First a cup a tea, second cheese and crackers, third soup and noodles, fourth pasta, 
pesto, cream & chicken, fifth custard and fruit.  All around us you heard jet fuel 
burners heating up food for others.  Listening to all the voices it must have been 
good food. We went to bed early. 
This was the first 
time I have heard 
lots of birds singing 
in the Silver Peaks 
early Sunday morn-
ing underneath Devil 
staircase.  We woke 
up to a clear sky.  
Breakfast was the 
starting fuel for 
climbing the Devil’s 
staircase.  I promised 
my party a cup of tea 
at the top, maybe 
that is why they 
were there quicker 
than I expected. 
Antony and Debbie’s parry were there already. 
All the newbie trampers were in high spirit when they reached the top of the stair-
case.  The views around were endless. 
During our way down to Green ridge we bumped into David Barnesand his Sunday 
day trip party.  We soaked in the sun at the former Green Hut Site before walking 
out to the car park in one hour. 
 
You sometimes take for granted the whole logistics behind a bushcraft weekend, 
e.g. Antony who shuttled us up the Mountain Rd, and he had to tramp one hour 
extra up from where we finished tramping to pick up his car that he had used to 
shuttle the other drivers to the start on Saturday. 
To all those who made this Bushcraft 2013 a success, Thank you very much. 
 

Peter Boeckhout for Maria Hamelink & Donna Kelly and Team leaders Gordon 
Tocker, Wayne Hodkinson, Richelle Adams, Ann Burton, Ross Hunt and Antony 

& Debbie Pettinger.  
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Musings from a Bushcraft Participant 
I’m Leigh, a member of the 2013 Bush Craft course who stayed over night in the Sil-
verpeaks. The experience was invaluable for me as a novice tramper, in terms of learn-
ing new things about tramping (for instance, poles are good for preventing falling over, 
thanks to Maria for lending me one of hers), finding new thing about myself (such as I 
snore, which is something I was totally unaware of), while at the same time being privi-
leged to spectacular mountain and forest vistas. Particular highlights were seeing the 
ABC cave and Pulpit Rock, which I have heard about for many years as a Dunedin local 
but never actually seen. Meeting people who were welcoming added to my enjoyment 
of the weekend and chatting with them made some of the challenging inclines more 
manageable. On a personal level I was particularly pleased to conquer the Devil’s Stair-
case, which from the bottom looked incredibly daunting. Funnily enough, I learned that 
if you’re ‘buggered’ enough,  you can get a good nights sleep even under a tent fly with 
fives layers of clothing on. 

Leigh Smith 

 
Bushcraft Silver Peaks, from another perspective 

13/14 April 2013 
My party of four seemed like an enthusiastic “ let’s nail it” group, however appearances 
can be deceiving – a “group” of just two assembled at the clubrooms. Boots were tied 
up, gear thrown in the 4WD….and we waited….and waited….for another group’s driv-
er to realise the start time was 8am, not the normal 9am for Sunday trips. We eventually 
got away after 8.30 after ensuring those left behind were in fact to be picked up in short 
order.  
The usual car shuttle ensued to get peo-
ple and drivers to the start of the Tun-
nels Track. The three drivers (late ones) 
made good time and caught the main 
group half way up Yellow Ridge. Prob-
lem – my lone party was nowhere to be 
seen. They weren’t in front, and I had-
n’t passed them on the way up the 
ridge. So I waited….and waited….until 
eventually distinctive voices could be 
heard way below on Yellow Ridge. A 
small group had diverted into the Tun-
nels and we had passed like ships in the 
night. 
A very pleasant stroll along Yellow Ridge to our lunch stop just before the Gap, diver-
sions to the Gap and ABC Cave followed and the decent to Cave Creek saw us camped 



Page7 

 

 

500m below Devil’s Staircase in a stand of beech trees. My group of two dined mag-
nificently on biscuits and dips, smoked chicken, mushroom and sun-dried tomato car-
bonara, sticky steamed pud and custard, washed down with a wee dram and coffee.  
It pays to warm up before the start of Devil’s Staircase; our campsite was ideally lo-
cated for that. The highest point was broached in no time and then the decent to Green 
Hut site for lunch in very warm conditions. I can report my group made it out without 
become further lost – although the 4WD did suffer a puncture as we pulled up outside 
the clubrooms. 
My thanks to all the leaders, organisers and participants in Bushcraft 2013 – a great 
group of people in fantastic Silverpeaks conditions – again. 

Ross Hunt 
 

Going Gourmet in the Silver Peaks 
Bushcraft 13/14 April 

Yuki, Barry, Jan, Murray (absent) and our leader Wayne Hodgkinson made up the 
“Gourmet food group”.  When we found that Murray wasn’t going to make the week-
end there was sadness and a great deal of trepidation. Would Wayne’s main be up to 
the standard we were anticipating that Murray’s would be?”  If you’ve ever seen Mur-
ray’s lunch on a Sunday trip you’ll understand our high expectations.  
The start wasn’t auspicious, with Jan realizing it was an 8am start at 8am.  Barry and 
Yuki finding out somewhat later when we text them from the clubrooms.  The panic to 
get to the clubrooms sent all thought of a trip to the petrol station out of Barry’s head, 
so it was with the red petrol light glowing  
that we made our way to Waitati – to find 
the petrol pumps had been removed from 
the store there some years previously.   
As we started walking and descending the 
first hill in the gloom, Yuki and Jan man-
aged to distract Wayne into missing the 
turnoff to the caves.  Luckily Gordon 
Tocher alerted us to the rather obvious 
signpost. About now faith in our leader hit 
a low point.  Even Barry appeared to have 
abandoned our food group as he took a 
different track when walking in with the other drivers. About now we resigned our-
selves to couscous with lentils as the probable main. 
The first bright point came when we discovered that Marisse was the only person in 
Ross’s food group … and she was carrying smoked chicken.  Plus, being a phys ed 
teacher meant we could rib her mercilessly.  Ross was foolish enough to mention the 
efficiency of his “stumpy engineer legs” and their fate was sealed.  Our two groups 
melded.   

(Continued from page 6) 
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We enjoyed the side trips to the old 
Yellow Hut site, the Gap, the ABC 
Cave (geocache found here yeah!) 
but were even happier when we man-
aged to reunite with Barry on the de-
scent to Jubilee Hut.  Wayne had 
been sowing seeds of doubt about our 
prospects for a gourmet dinner.  He 
said that the reason Barry had walked 
with the other group was that he’d 
forgotten the dessert and was too 
afraid to tell us.  Fortunately this was 
just scaremongering.  We were reas-
sured that even if Wayne’s main let 

us down, there’d be something special from Barry to leave a nice taste at the end of the 
meal. 
You can imagine our joy when Wayne’s main turned out to be delicious.  Mind you, 
his cooker has definitely seen better days … and our luck in combining with Ross and 
Marisse was acknowledged again when we saw the power of Ross’s cooker.  So much 
rapidly boiled water that even Jan’s thirst for tea was satisfied! 
The highlight had to be the bacon, scrambled eggs, tomatoes and croissants in the 
morning – enjoyment of which was fur-
ther enhanced by a quick trip down to 
Ann’s campsite to show off our break-
fast.  We may have been the last group 
to pack up and start the Devil’s staircase 
ascent, but we believe we were the best 
fed. 
We really enjoyed the whole bush expe-
rience, felt that we benefitted from the 
physical challenges presented to us and 
learnt a lot from our fellow  trampers 
and esteemed leaders (Ross being over 
100 years old means he has gathered a 
huge amount of knowledge and, when 
put on the spot, Wayne can be pretty impressive on geology and sandstone).  However 
by far the best part of the tramp was the fantastic camaraderie we experienced with our 
fellow trampers. 
Our heartfelt thanks to the leaders and organisers who make this bushcraft course pos-
sible. Three cheers for the OTMC! 

Jan Burch for Yuki Fujita, Barry Walker, Wayne Hodgkinson 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 
 

22-23 June  
Kepler Track (Luxmore)  [M-C] 
Gene Dyett  ph. 455 7465 

Winter can be a great time for tramping clubs to visit the Great Walks - 
this trip is heading for Luxmore Hut (conditions allowing).  It is normally a  
4-5 hour easy climb to Luxmore Hut, located above Lake Te Anau. Again,  
if we have the right conditions, an afternoon trip to the summit of Mt. Lux-
more is a great option. The track heads practically to the top with a further 
10 minute scramble to the trig where good views in all directions are avail-
able.  At this time of the year Lake Te Anau can be covered in cloud but 
the tops are clear making the climb worthwhile.   

 
13-14 July 

Day Trips from Omarama [All] 
Gene Dyett    ph. 455 7465 

It’s been a couple of years since our last Day Trips from Omarama trip and 
we will base ourselves at the Omarama camping ground.  There are a cou-
ple of ‘easy’ peaks to climb.  The first is called Ben Dhu, a 1607m peak 
between Lake Pukaki and the Ben Ohau Range, near Boundary Stream.  
There is a DoC marked route from the Mt cook highway to Duncan 
Stream.  After reaching the 1300m saddle at the head of Boundary Stream, 
it is an easy scramble the remaining 300m  to the summit of Ben Dhu.  
There is also the iconic peak of Ben Ohau (1522m) to climb.  Located at 
the southern end of lake Ohau, this peak offers completely different views 
from Ben Dhu.  It is a 900m climb to the summit with great viewpoints all 
the way up.  These are just two of the options available.   
There may be snow at this time of the year, so you may wish to bring an 
ice-axe.   
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2 June 
No day trip (Queens Birthday) 

 
9 June 

Walk through the Orokonui Eco Sanctuary   [E]  
Bronwen Strang ph. 473 1610 

Those of you who heard Alyth Grant's fascinating Thursday talk on the 
Orokonui Sanctuary will need no encouragement to join her on the sort of 
walk in the sanctuary that we wouldn't be able to access on our own: an 
introduction to tracks not used by the public, with a guide filling us in 
on the wildlife around  - but don't expect to cuddle a kiwi or tuatara! This 
is a most unusual opportunity. Following meeting at the Club House at 
9am we will begin the tramp from the bottom i.e. downside - up, so please 
don't drive to the Visitor Centre and expect to join us. As this is a "self-
guided/guided walk" we will pay the self-guided price of $17 so bring the 
usual trip cost plus this extra. It won't be a long day, but I am looking for-
ward to learning a heap! 

16 June 
Peninsula Envy [M]  

Tracy Pettinger  ph. 487 9488 
This day trip will be similar to David Barnes now infamous ‘All day on the penin-
sula’ but it will differ in that David’s trip will envy Tracy’s day trip because it 
will visit a pub (or two) similar to the English rambles from Tracy’s home coun-
try.  Be prepared for a full day involving climbing from sea level to the top of the 
peninsula and back to sea level—twice.   
 

23 June 
Flagstaff Midwinter Sunrise—7am Start [E] 

Jane Cloete      ph.467 2328 
NOTE WELL: 7am departure from the clubrooms.  

(Continued on page 11) 
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Or 7.10am from the Cableways Tavern at the Kaikorai Valley/Taieri Rd 
junction.   

Come and see the sunrise on the shortest day! Ask the sun to start coming a little 
bit earlier!  We start walking from the Bullring on the Whare Flat road – if you 
arrive there early, just start walking – don't hang around! On a good day it is only 
20-25minutes to the top, but in winter it can be slippery with ice patches so allow 
longer than that. Sunrise from the top is at about 8.10am but the best sky colours 
are earlier.  Back to the cars and back to the clubrooms by 9am.  
Bring warm clothes. And a hot drink/snack if you wish. Note that this is a short 
walk only – plenty of time for a longer walk up to Swampy or elsewhere if you 
wish.  
Cancelled if heavy rain at 6.30am. Not cancelled for light rain or snow! Phone 
Jane Cloete 467-2328 with any queries.  
 

30 June 
Cloud Forest of Leith  [M] 

Tony Timperley    ph. 473 7257 
This tramp has everything: the Cloud Forest itself, rock scrambling, spectacular 
views, and a ramble across open farmland. The tramp starts at Sullivan’s Dam, 
then climbs up through the Cloud Forest, over an exposed rock ledge (with great 
views to the north) to eventually emerge on Cowan Road just below Mt Cargill. 
We will use the A.H.Reed track to climb up to the mast and enjoy the 360 deg 
views over the full length Otago Harbour, inland Otago, plus north and south 
coastal views. 
What goes up must come down, so we will amble down Cowan Rd before  cutting 
right to cross open farmland back towards the dam; however, just before we reach 
it we follow a pipeline through bush, along a muddy track, before emerging back 
at Sullivan’s Dam. Car share cost: $5. 

 
7 July 

Taieri Millennium Track [E/M] 
Alan Thomson    ph.  455 7878 

This is a lovely walk, starting alongside the Taieri river until we cross the board-
walk at Muddy creek, then it climbs steadily to where we will get good views up 
and down the the gorge. After climbing into a gully with large tree ferns, the track 
emerges at a high point and shortly afterwards drops down to John Bull Gully, 
where we have lunch before returning back to our cars. 
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6 June 

Antony Hamel is always an entertaining speaker and this time he 
will talk about his recent escapades on the cavalcade this year. 
No doubt he will have a movie (or two) to show.  

13 June 
The OTMC photo competition is back and Craig McKenzie will 
give us some tips on taking that winning photograph.  Learn what 
to look for  and also what not to do  when it comes to taking your 
winning photograph.  A great opportunity to brush up your pho-
tography skills 

20 June 
John Cocks climbed in the Himalayas last year and he’ll be shar-
ing with us his experiences.    

27 June 
BYO—Bring your own photos.  This is your chance to show photos 
of any recent trips you’ve been on.  Day or weekend trip, club or 
private trip—we’d love to see where you’ve been tramping.  

4 July 
Tomas Sobek and Phil Somerville completed a circuit that 
crossed the main divide twice during Waitangi Weekend this 
year. Tomas will give us a guided tour of their trip through his 
photographs.   

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening 
activities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email to-
nytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Debbie Pettinger (phone 473 7924, email debsnz@ihug.co.nz) 
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