
President’s Report 
The club is in very good health and on the up.  We get great numbers (30+) on the 

Thursday club nights, good numbers on the trips (both day trips on Sunday and overnight 

trips), club membership increasing with quite a few membership forms handed to me 

recently and with the 2016 Bushcraft course early next year, membership is expected to 

increase even further.   

We have a number of ways to promote the club with the website being the main one.  

But social media such as Facebook is also becoming important.  Great photos of recent 

trips are bound to encourage people to come along to the club to find out more.  The 

open day brings in a substantial number of new members.  This doesn't mean we can 

put our feet up and relax as we need to keep pushing to attract new members heading 

towards our 100th year in 2023.  The success of the club is not just because of a dedi-

cated Committee, but because of many members who help out by: 

 Leading trips 

 BYO photograph nights 

 Helping with the tea and biscuits 

 Helping with working bees and track clearing 

 Contributing to the social evenings 

 Helping with open days and the bushcraft course 

 Talking to the newbies at the club Thursday nights 

 

How many of you can say you have done some of these 

things in the past or present? 

The biggest thing that this club does is to support each 

other on our trips to make sure we achieve a common 

goal.  This was most apparent on the 50th Anniversary 

Milford Trip when we ensured that everyone made it to 

the hut each day.  The yarns at the end of the day are 

still the same after all these years according to the older 

members of the club.   

My most recently lead trip to the West Matukituki saw 19 people involved (about 10% of 

the club membership).  It was like trips of old (so I’m told), with five different destinations  
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November Trips 

 Shag River Mouth 

 Spiers Rd - BenRudd 

 Earnslaw Burn 

 Ship At Anchor 

 Trotter’s George 

 Rocky Mountain Social 

 Rosella Ridge 
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Gear Hire 

OTMC has a large 

amount of gear 

available for 

members to hire. 

 Ice Axes 

 Crampons 

 Cookers & 

Billies 

 Packs 

 Tents/Flys 

 Personal 

Locator  

Beacons 

 Climbing  

Helmets 

 Avalanche 

Transceivers 

and Probes 

Hire charge $5 for 

up to a week, then 

$5 per week. 

See or phone 

Gene or Sam 

You should find the Summer Trip Card with this bulletin. Alan 

and myself are always grateful to those individuals who have 

been able and willing to commit themselves to leading an up-

coming daytrip or overnighter. Rodger gets the ball rolling with 

a weekend up the Earnslaw Burn, which you can read about 

in this bulletin. We always try to keep a wide range of trips 

planned to hopefully satisfy everyone’s needs and prefer-

ences, with most destinations offering everything from Easy to 

Fit options. 

There are some gaps, however, with no allocated leader at 

the time of printing. They are generally labelled as ‘Contact 

Chief Guide’ in the anticipation that a leader will emerge clos-

er to the trip’s planned date. The destination shown in these 

cases are a suggestion only at this stage, and could obviously 

change if a prospective leader wishes to take a group else-

where. Examples are ANZAC weekend and Easter / Otago 

Anniversary – a potential 10 days of bliss. 

So, keep your Trip Card somewhere prominent and highlight 

the ones that interest you, and keep those boots ready. 

Wayne Hodgkinson 

Chief Guide Report 
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Presidents Report continued… 

attempted. From the excellent Aspiring Hut base, we ventured 

variously to Liverpool Hut; French Ridge Hut; Scott's Bivvy; 

Cascade Track; and on the way out Rob Roy Glacier.  This 

made for great conversation on Saturday night and in the van 

on the way home.  Long may these types of trips continue. 

It has been a long hard winter with plenty of snow, frosts and 

illness about.  Many trips were either cancelled or postponed, 

although Wolfie's Winter Routeburn did go as planned even to 

the fantastic dump of snow on Saturday night.  I am proud to 

say my boy Alex was officially the youngest person ever to 

attend Winter Routeburn at the age of 10 years.   

The weather is improving with warmer temperatures.  So get 

out the new summer trip card and start planning the next six 

months of trips.  Thank you to all the trip leaders - without 

them there would be very little happening in the club. 

Richard Forbes 
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President : Richard Forbes 453 1327 forbespotter@hotmail.com 

Vice President : Ray McAliece 454 4211 jillmcaliece@hotmail.com  

Secretary : Richelle Adams 476 1302 richelle@adamsflags.co.nz 

Treasurer : Rodger Clarkson  473 6053 rodger.clarkson@xtra.co.nz 

Chief Guide : Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz 

Membership Secretary : Richard Forbes 

Bulletin Editor : Barry Walker 477 5018 bmw@xtra.co.nz    

Social Conveners : Tony Timperley 473 7257 tonytimps@xtra.co.nz 

                                   & Gene Dyett  455 7465 m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz 

Daytrip Convener : Alan Thomson   455 7878 thomson@ihug.co.nz    

Gear Hire : Sam Patrick & Gene Dyett 

Website : Antony Pettinger  473 7924 apett@es.co.nz                

Clubrooms Maintenance : Ray McAliece 

Librarian : Helen Jones  477 5018 hlnmaryjo@hotmail.com                    

Visitors meet and greet : Raewyn Duncan  487 8686 duncannz7@gmail.com 

Conservation and Advocacy : David Barnes  454 4492 david.barnes.nz@gmail.com 

Ben Rudd property : Sam Patrick            0272 864 836 sammpat@hotmail.com  

Your Committee 

The last remaining 26 subs are slow to come in. Another reminder is enclosed, if you 

want to talk about your membership status please get in touch with me as the subs were 

due on the 1st July. If you are paying by direct debit please put you name and what you 

are paying for as a reference as some trips cost the same as the subs. 

 

New members this month 

Jeffrey Smith 

 

Members resigned this month 

Katie Blakemore who has moved to New Plymouth recently 

Membership   Richard Forbes, Membership Secretary  

The OTMC bank account with ASB is …     12-3150-0311684-00 

Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 

(which is the preferred option). 

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list and members before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel 

costs later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Rodger if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank account 



Takitimu’s 19-20 September 

We got away at 6pm with a full van load of 10. Stopped for Turkish kebabs in Gore and 

rolled into Princhester Hut by 10:30 to find John comfortably ensconced. We had the 6 

bunker to ourselves, nice, 10 in the hut and 1 in the woodshed. A farmer followed us in to 

check if we were the ratbags who’d been stealing stuff recently (we weren’t). 

The morning dawned with steady snow falling. The forecast wasn’t great for Saturday – 

strong winds and snow/rain. Anyway, we were off by 8am arriving at Bog Burn Saddle 

after 1 ½ hrs – snow and low cloud. We had some sort of a plan to cruise into Aparima 

Hut via Clare Peak but it didn’t seem appropriate today so we continued down into the 

Waterloo Burn. We followed the Te Araroa Trail to Aparima Hut, arriving there about 4pm. 

It is an enjoyable route, a few ups & downs, so a bit tiring but interesting with nice coun-

tryside and views. Lots of erosion of the terraces by the Aparima River 20min upstream of 

the hut. The day was expected to clear, but we had showers right through till tea time. We 

bumped into a hunter who was just heading out – we were probably his second worst 

nightmare. (No doubt having anticipated a quiet hut). 

Time for dinner, Sara rescued my pasta 

& dehy veges by having a sauce, And 

Dylan had some drama with his custard. 

Something like too much milk or not 

enough custard or something, I think it 

morphed into some sort of chocolate pud. 

Sunday dawned, with a good frost, and 

we were away around 9am. We had 

again sort of thought about some going 

over Clare Peak on the way back while 

the others cruised up the Waterloo Burn 

past Becketts Hut, but being unsure of 

how long we would take (and not wanting 

to hold the van up too much) and the river being up and the fresh snow and our cold 

boots and all that we all decided to travel together. The Waterloo Burn is a pleasant valley 

with good views of the hills when the clouds clear, and Becketts Hut is a wee classic. 

When we came to a small gorge most of our group made a silly mistake of following the 

chief guide up and down some nice little gulleys in the bush on the true right and then 

through a pleasantly scenic little gorge when we eventually met Dylan and John who had 

been waiting for some time having crossed to the true left earlier. I think it must have 

been easier on the true left. But they did miss out on all that fun. 

Had a slow walk back up to the saddle and return to the van just after 4pm. 

Wayne for Sara Chisnall, John Allan, Isabelle Gensburger, Dylan Hegg, Teck Lun Soon, 

Andrea Hudson, Peter Boeckhout, Maria Hamelink, Joe Skinner, and Janet Downs. 

Trip Reports 

Club activities over the past months 
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Hermit’s Cave 27 September 

A good forecast, no weekend trip and a destination with an element of intrigue – I was 

expecting a big turn out, but 23 people exceeded my expectations.  The intrigue factor 

certainly played a part – several long-standing members were there specifically because 

they’d never been to the cave. In fact, apart from me, only one person in the group had 

been there before. 

Heading off from Hightop, we’d all managed to get pretty warm by the time we regrouped 

at the Green Hut site. Big groups tend to accentuate the difference in speeds amongst 

their members, so by the time the tail-enders reached Pulpit Rock several of the front-

runners had made the detour to the summit. As we headed off the track to Silver Peak 

onto Rocky Ridge, some were surprised to discover that there was a track there that 

they’d walk past previously without noticing. A broad sheltered section of the ridge made 

a good lunch spot, and then it was 5 minutes to the start of the descent to the cave. 

There is what I call the False Cave just below the ridge. It’s definitely sheltered overnight 

guests, some of whom were convinced they were in the real cave.  From there, there’s a 

reasonable ground trail descending for 100 metres. Where it starts to merge with a water 

course, it’s necessary to sidle north below the rocks for about 60 metres. The cave is 

enclosed by a rock wall. In recent years, it’s had some regular occupants. They’ve in-

stalled a firebox and flue, and there’s some other detritus that wasn’t there when I first 

visited. Unfortunately, the 1950s bottles that were there until perhaps 10 years ago have 

gone, and the large log that had served as a doorpost has been sawn up, so some of the 

historic fabric has disappeared.  

After signing our names in the book, we puffed our way back onto Rocky Ridge and re-

traced our steps to the cars.  A souvenir of our visit remains – a geocache has been 

stashed nearby. 

David Barnes for the 23 keen Cavers who made the day so enjoyable. 

 

Mt Somers 3-4 October 

15 people embarked on the Mt Somers trip. An advanced team of 4,  Barry, Peter, Helen 

and Jan  went through to Woolshed Creek Hut on Friday evening, while the rest of us 

settled for Friday night at the Mt Somers holiday park. On Saturday the holiday park crew 

headed through the Miners Track to Woolshed Creek Hut, whilst the advanced team 

headed to Pinnacle Hut for a day trip.  After a quick break at Woolshed Hut a team of  3 

(Peter  and Maria and Andrea) headed off to overnight at Pinnacle Hut with a side trip up 

Mt Somers from the Saddle. The remaining 8 of us  left our overnight gear at Woolshed 

Creek Hut and headed up towards Mt Somers via the leading ridge above the 'bus stop', 

with Rose doing a sterling job at the fore as we wound our way up through tussock and 

then snow. As we neared the top we could see Peter Andrea and Maria waving to us 

from the  top. Unfortunately our turn around time of 4pm came up 50m or so below the 

top; so after admiring the views we turned around back to the Hut where we were met by 

Peter Barry Jan Helen who had a enjoyable trip with views of university students rock 

climbing en route. That night the hut had a cosmopolitan flavour with numerous Spanish-

kiwi families, a Korean family, and of course we had with us Matilda (Sweden) and 

Johanna (Germany) to further enhance the multi-cultural atmosphere. The 26 bunk 5 



hut (deck and grass) housed some 50 trampers including several children enjoying their 

school holiday break.  Sunday was fine but incredibly windy, even for the 8 of us who 

returned via the Miners Track, the others coming back via Rhyolite Ridge had a bit of a 

rough time in the wind. Thanks everyone for a great trip although I was nominally leader it 

was one of those trips that was 'self lead' by the whole team.                                     .                         

              

Diana Munster for Barry Walker, Peter Loeber, Helen Jones, Jan Burch, Peter Boechout, 

Maria Hamelink, Andrea  Hudson, Matilda Hildingsson, Johanna Noetscher, Rodger 

Clarkson, Rose Colhoun, Joe Skinner, Sophie Carty and Charlotte Robertson. 

 
Property Maintenance (Silverpeaks Explored?) 
4 Oct 2015 

The day was supposed to be windy, with rain later. The Ben Rudd’s land got the wind. 

The 4 Oct day trip was supposed to explore an unknown part of the Peaks, but as the 

previous maintenance day scheduled for 7 Sept got the rain (and snow) and many of us 

stayed in bed, the Ben Rudd’s land got our team on the day. 

Twelve OTMC members, including three from the committee, joined us from various di-

rections, and we set to yanking naughty broom seedlings from among the snow-tussocks 

on the OTMC land on Flagstaff. The usual camaraderie helped keep us going, but soon 

the wind gusts made conversation a bit of a struggle. When you’re having fun, though, 

time passes and then you look around and, with some satisfaction, see the change 

you’ve made to the landscape. The more obstinate broom and the gorse of all sizes were 

lopped and stump-treated. We saw them quiver in horror at our approach. 

 

After a few hours, some people had to head off, and so we pulled, lopped and treated 

gorse down to the Ben Rudd’s shelter and back. While there, we marvelled at the picnic 

tables and made good use of one for lunch. 

Back at the skidsite, someone produced a bunch of glasses and some brown liquid to put 

in them. It seemed to disappear fairly fast. Tom set off back to do more work around the 

shelter and stay the night there. The rest of us had to be home for work next morning, so 

we went home by about 4-ish. The windy conditions were a bit tiring - as Tracy and Rich-

ard found as soon as they got home. 

It was a very effective and enjoyable day as Tom later made a point of letting us know, 

and Raewyn said how much fun she thought it all was. Alan and Sam agreed we should 

do this more than once a year. It makes quite a difference and it is looking after our 

Club’s asset with pride. 

The only sad thing was discovering the firebreak had been bulldozed, including quite dra-

matic landscape-changing excavation on our land. It is rather concerning that it was done 

without the landholder’s knowledge, and has disturbed a lot of good vegetation cover for 

gorse and broom to go mad in the exposed soil. Sam pointed out to David and Richard 

that at least Task Force Green should be able to access it and keep the weeds under 

control. 

Richard Pettinger & Sam Patrick, for: Tom Self, David & Penny McArthur, Tracy Pet-

tinger, Wayne Hodgkinson, Raewyn Duncan, Sue Levick, Jane Cloete, Ian Thorn 

and Kathy Woodrow. Total person-hours is estimated at being at least sixty. 6 
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West Matukituki Valley, 10-11 October  
There were 19 participants for this weekend trip comprising 16 club members and 3 new-

bies.  Travel was in the form of 3 cars and a 12 seater hire van.  After a quick dinner 

break in Alexandra we arrived at the Raspberry Creek carpark at 11.15pm.   

Another four of the group, having travelled by car, arrived shortly before us and decided 

to camp at the carpark.  But not so the ‘van 12’, we all opted to walk the two hours to As-

piring Hut arriving around 1.30 A.M. or to put it another way – VERY EARLY Saturday 

morning.  It was an easy flat walk-in and no one had any problems following the four-

wheel drive track through the paddocks.  Fortunately for the other hut occupants, one of 

the bunk rooms was empty so we were able to empty our packs and get into bed without 

‘overly’ disturbing them. 

Despite the lack of sleep most of us were 

up early and contemplating what direc-

tion to walk.  Most of the members had 

been to the area previously and were 

familiar with the walks on offer but us 

newbies knew nothing and so relied on 

El Presidente Richard to lead the way.  

He had decided to give Liverpool Hut 

another go, having tried to get to the new 

hut on four previous occasions but be-

cause of the snow conditions had only 

just got out of the bush line with the hut 

in his sights.   

What a pleasant gentle flat walk it is from Aspiring hut to the junction for the Liverpool Hut 

track - and a not so pleasant steep climb for 600 metres elevation to the hut.  Mother Na-

ture designed this walk with humans in mind - providing all the right rocks, tree-branches 

and roots in the exact place that you need them regardless of your arm or leg length.  Six 

of us made it to the hut – great views – and gotta love the contrast of colours between the 

red hut and crisp white snow. 

Back at Aspiring Hut we caught up with the of the rest of the group’s activities. It’s been 

said that Saturday was like ‘trips of old’ as we’d covered four different directions. Some 

had gone as far as they could due to the snow conditions on French Ridge and others 

towards Cascade Saddle, with most of the group heading up the head of the valley but 

not in search of lost gold but a rock bivvy.   

On Sunday most of the group went back to the carpark via the Rob Roy Glacier, walking 

through beech forest you’re rewarded at the end with a great view of the Glacier.  A num-

ber of us witnessed a reasonably sized avalanche that looked like a waterfall as it cas-

caded down the mountain. 

The weather for the weekend was fine with strong winds in parts of the valley and tops, 

and not too cold. We departed Raspberry Creek at 2.30pm, with a short break at Alexan-

dra – then arriving back to the club rooms around 8pm. 

Sharon Bretherton for Richard Forbes, Peter Loeber, Barry Walker, Jill and Ray 

McAliece, Joe Skinner, Joe Bretherton, Tina Anderson, Nicholas Houghton, Sue Levick, 

Peter Boeckhout & Maria Hamelink, Isabelle Gensburger, Nicolas Cogan, Ian Billinghurst, 

Nas Shannon, Darryl Wood and Rodger Clarkson  

Liverpool Hut - Sharon Bretherton 
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Gauges, Spurs and Ridges, 11 October 

Only my third club tramp for the year, I was looking forward to getting my boots on. The 

morning dawned fine and cool with an expected high of 17 degrees. Perfect! 

Eleven of us met at the club rooms where Jan warned us that we were in for plenty of 

mud. She also set us a wee task for which there would be a prize. We were to keep our 

eyes peeled for a walking pole she had lost two weeks earlier while she was on a familiar-

isation walk round the track in preparation for today.  

We met Jane and Russell at the gate part way up Rollinsons Road, from where we began 

the walk up to the Elbow. A couple of us were wary of the occupants of the roadside bee-

hives, having been stung on a previous occasion. But they were beehaving themselves 

today. At the Elbow we veered left to join the Rain Gauge Spur track, the steepest down-

wards section of the circuit, which took us down to a crossing of the Silverstream. Here 

we stopped for morning tea and the only opportunity to fill up water containers. To every-

one's surprise the track was very dry, dusty even. Slightly muddy around the banks of the 

Silverstream, but otherwise very good. Though this didn't stop a few slips and slides. 

Then it was a rope-assisted hitch up the bank to the Green Gauge track. Jan challenged 

us to a race to the top. There were 3 takers as Ian, Tomas and Tim raced ahead to our 

lunch stop at Point 588m, looking across to Long Ridge, Pulpit Rock and Green Hill. It 

was pleasantly warm as we sat quietly, Tim boiling the billy and all just enjoying being up 

there, in the middle of nowhere. 

After lunch we continued along the remaining few metres of Green Gauge track, then we 

turned into the Green Ridge track and headed towards Mountain Road until the turn-off to 

Swampy Ridge track. There were a lot of amazing views towards Warrington Beach, and 

inland. The circuit was completed when we arrived back at the Elbow, from where it was 

an easy stroll back down Rollinsons Rd to the cars, getting there at about 4:15. 

In spite of high hopes of success, the walking pole wasn't found.  

A special welcome to Charlotte, Chris and Ian who joined us for the first time. It was great 

to have you along. Charlotte, I hope your nose is looking OK. 

Thanks Jan, for a great trip.   Betty Meiklejohn & Tim Russell on behalf of Jan Burch, 

Christine Hopkins, Jane Bruce, Russell Walker, Ian Thorne, Kathy Woodrow, Charlotte & 

Chris Handley, David Barnes, Tomas Sobek and Jeff Smith 

Woolshed Hut, Mt Somers - Barry Walker 



November Sundays 

Club Sunday Trip List for the month (day tramps and events) 

Unless otherwise stated day trips leave from the club rooms on Sunday at 9am 

If the weather is in doubt give the trip leader a phone call to check. 

The trip fee is paid directly to the vehicle provider(s). 

(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required 

1 November : Shag River Mouth (E-M) $8 
                  Kathy Woodrow 
We will drive to Andersons Lagoon at the end of Andersons Rd, east of Palmerston. From 

there we will walk down to the beach and head north to the staircase that goes up the 

cliff. Close to low tide you can get around the rocks without getting wet feet but if the tide 

is not favourable there will be a couple of boggy streams to cross but we will eventually 

drop back down to the beach. At first we will be hemmed in between the sea and cliffs 

which will have nesting shags on them. The cliffs give way to sand dunes and along this 

section we will have to be aware of resting sea lions. We will have lunch at the mouth and 

eventually retrace our footsteps. 

 

8 November : Spiers Road-Ben Rudds Picnic-

     Davies Track (E) $5    Alan Thomson 455 7878 

Our annual visit to the club's ancestral home on the far side of Flagstaff. Join us 

for an easy ramble across Dunedin's skyline using less travelled routes, includ-

ing a picnic lunch with the management team who work to look after our land. 

See the Rhododendrons planted by one of our venerable forefathers.  

 

15 November : Ship at Anchor (M) $10 
               Alan Thomson 455 7878 
We will head up the Eldorado track above Lake Mahinerangi, past the wind farm to park 

our vehicles at a locked gate, and then walk over to the Deep Stream weir. From the weir 

it is a fairly steep climb up to the Lammermoor Plateau and then over to the Ship at An-

chor - altitude 980m, so be prepared for extreme conditions as this is a very exposed 

area (great views).  

After lunch we will head down the steep tussock face to Deep Stream where we can ex-

plore a historic gold mining area before following a 4WD track back to our vehicles. Be 

mindful that there is limited access to water once we leave the weir. As this is quite a long 

day we will be leaving the club-rooms no later than 9am and can expect to be back at the 

club-rooms between 5.30 and 6pm. 

 
9 
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5th November : Antipodes Island - Million Dollar Mouse Project. Stephen Horn was the 

DOC manager in charge of the very challenging logistics of undertaking an eradication 

project in such a rugged environment. The five weeks in November 2014 on this amazing 

sub-Antarctic island also included counting rockhopper penguins and  banding albatross, 

while a group of builders were rebuilding the hut which had been knocked off its founda-

tions by a landslip earlier in the year. 

12th November : Philosophical about Tibet. Earlier this year, ODT editorial manag-

er, and OTMC member, Philip Somerville was a member of a group of New Zealand and 

Australian journalists who were guests of the Chinese information authorities and flown to 

the "Tibetan Autonomous Region" and then on to China's vast western regions. Besides 

November Thursdays 
Thursday Club Social Meetings at the Club Rooms 3 Young Street, South Dunedin  

Members, non-members, visitors , all are welcome to these social events.  

Doors open at 7:30 for an 8 pm start 

22 November : Trotters George  (E/M) $15  

            Ray and Jill McAliece 4544211  

Situated in the Horse Range, this reserve is on the back road between Palmerston and 

Moeraki.  Trotters Gorge was formed approximately 80 million years ago and has sheer 

escarpments and bluffs of a greywacke breccia mix. 

 

We have two tracks - one follows Trotters Creek past the University Hut - be prepared for 

wet feet, the other goes into the forest beside the toilets and passes a couple of small 

caves through the bush to some outstanding views from the tops - can be muddy.  

Meet at the clubrooms for a 9am start. 

29 November : Rosella Ridge (M) $5 
                                                 Fieke Neuman 473 7535 
This trip will be a fairly long day out with plenty of ups and downs in the heart of the Silver 

Peaks. Leaving the cars at Mountain Road we drop down to the South Branch of the Wai-

kouaiti River before heading along to Possum Hut via the "Gold Possum Pics" plaque. 

There is a bit of an up-hill grunt behind Possum Hut but there are great views once you 

reach the bush-line on Green Hill. Rosella Ridge is a sharp ridge that branches off to the 

right about halfway up the Pulpit Rock track. The route passes some interesting rock for-

mations and presumably there is a possibility of seeing Rosellae. Towards the end of the 

ridge there is a side-track to the right that heads down to the South Branch. Thanks to the 

newly sketched out True Left bank track we wont have to dip into the river at all while 

heading upstream to locate the old forestry road that will bring us back up to the cars. 

Phewsh.  

Expect to spend 6 to 8 hours out tramping, so pack plenty of four-seasons gear, including 

a torch.  



November Weekends 
Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the 

closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure, non-

members upon registering.  Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).  

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 

You are responsible for your gear and medical /first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 

(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required 

14-15 November : Earnslaw Burn (M+F)  $55 

                                                                              Rodger  Clarkson 473 6053 

I’ve been part way up this track before as a day trip and have always wanted to go back 

to do the whole thing. Earnslaw Burn is a spectacular valley below Mt Earnslaw with 

great views of the Glacier and numerous Waterfalls. Part of the Hobbit was filmed here. 

We’ll Camp somewhere around the start of the track on the Friday night. On Saturday it’s 

about a 4 ½ hour tramp through beech forest to the Bushline at approx 900m, then the 

valley is fairly flat heading towards the South Face of Mt Earnslaw. We can choose a 

campsite somewhere in the valley and go exploring with any free-time we have. I’ll lead 

the M part of this trip back down the same track on the Sunday. 

There’s also a Fit option for Sunday (which Wayne may lead?) to either head over Len-

nox Pass (1700m) and into the Rees for a pick up at Muddy Creek, or up to and along 

the ridgeline between Earnslaw Burn and the Rees Valley before heading down to the 

track start (both Fit options should be approx 7-8 hrs.                                          .  11 

Mt Somers in October, rugged; sunny; windy; delightful tramping; superb scenery ! 

showing us photos of the contrasts of the rapidly changing city of Lhasa, Philip will give 

us his thoughts on present day Tibet under Chinese rule. He will also present photos and 

information on western China. 

19th November: BYO. As this will be the first BYO for 7 weeks, we are expecting 

heaps of photos from Mt Somers, Matukituki, Mt Titiroa and Earnslaw Burn, besides any 

photos from Sunday trips.  

26th November : To be announced - but it's bound to be good enough for you to keep 

the date free in your diary! 



MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

       (Club  

      evenings) 

    1   Shag River (E/M) - $10 

       Kathy Woodrow 455-4673 

2 3 4 5  Antipodes 

       Island 

Stephen Horn 

6 7  8   Spiers Road - Ben Rudd 

                     Picnic (E) $5 

        Alan Thomson 455-7878 

9 

Cmte 

10 11 12   Tibet 

Philip  

Sommerville 

13 14  15   Ship at Anchor (M) $10 

       Alan Thomson 455-7878 

16 17 18 19    BYO 

      Photos 

20 21  22   Trotter’s Gorge (M) $12 

        Jill McAliece 454-4211 

23 24 25 26   To be 

   announced 

27 28  29    Rosella Ridge (M) $5 

        Fieke Neuman 473-7535  

     

November 2015 

Earnslaw Burn (M)  Rodger 473-6053  $55 

Rocky Mountain Social : Gene & Ray 455-7465 

28-29 November : Rocky Mountain Social  $15                                                                         
                                         Gene Dyett & Ray McAliece  455 7465 
Join us for a fun weekend at Camp Sutton Middlemarch, come in your own vehicles (or 

carpool) to arrive Friday night or Saturday morning.  A trip quiz will keep you entertained 

on your drive, with a prize donated by the Kissing Gate Café (pick this up Thursday night 

with “how to get there” map, or request an email from Gene or Ray). 

    

We have several options to keep you entertained … 

Bike Riding : Go to Hyde up the Rail Trail; visit some of the historical sites of the area. 

Walking : Lake Sutton; Leaning Lodge; visit Lucy’s family farm. 

Trips : To Macraes Gold Mine, followed by lunch at the Local… 

 

BBQ Saturday night, bring your own food and 

drink, cutlery and crockery supplied.  

 

The Camp has plenty of room with lots of beds and 

camping if you wish.  This trip is open to all club 

families so pack up the kids and bring them along.  

Cost per night is $15 pp (kids are free).  All facili-

ties are available including hot showers! 

See you all there for a good social time, Gene and Ray 


