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Your Committee 

No change to our membership, which remains at 205. 
 
Donôt forget to mention the club to those non-members you meet on the track and in the 
huts as you enjoy our special country.  New arrivals to the city may not be aware of our club 
and could well be interested in coming along to a Thursday meeting or looking up our  
Facebook page or the club website to check us out!  

Membership   Debbie Pettinger, Membership Secretary  

The OTMC bank account with ASB is é     12-3150-0311684-00 
Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 

(which is the preferred option).  Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, 

members should pay before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel costs 

later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Rodger if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank Account 

2 

Gear Hire 

OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  Hire charge $5 for up to a 
week, then $5 per week.   See or phone Joe Bretherton 473 8784 

¶ Ice Axes 

¶ Crampons 

¶ Cookers & Billies 

¶ Packs 

¶ Tent/Flys 

¶ Climbing Helmets 

¶ Avalanche Probes 

and Transceivers 
 



Trip Reports 
Club activities over the past months                         
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27
th
 January :  East of Flagstaff  

Eight of us (including some visitors) left the 
clubrooms soon after 8am and headed for 
Booth Road where we met the 9th member 
of the party. Weather was pleasantly cool as 
we headed up the 'Old' Pineapple Track. 
This is a good grunt and blew the cobwebs 
out of our lungs. A brief 'catch your breath' 
and then up the 'New' Pineapple track to the 
(now obvious) start of the Shortcut Track.  

Passed the still used but no longer legal 
MTB track (actually more used and therefore 
more obvious than the tramping track), 
joined the Moon track for a few hundred  
meters and then off on to the Peppertree 
Track.  

We had our morning tea along this track and 
then continued until we popped out of the 
bush and rejoined the Pineapple Track pretty 
much where we had left it to close the first 
loop. Down the New, off onto the Old and 
then a right turn onto the unmarked Totara 
Track, and thence to the Rimu Track.  

Stopped for an early lunch at a fine example 
of the eponymous trees, and on again to the 
Davies Track for a short spell. At this point 
my haste in marking, but not naming  

meaningfully, waypoints came back to bite 
me as there was a period of 'navigational 
ambiguity'. (However, I did decide that an 
area that I had marked for later exploration 
was actually not worth it, so all was not  
completely lost.)  

Then down an unnamed track until we finally 
emerged at the end of McGouns Road, and 
on to the start of McGouns Track. At this 
point we split with some opting for a short 
walk back to the cars, and the rest taking in 
more bush back to the Old Pineapple Track 
to complete the second loop. 

Chris for Charlotte, Jane Lucy, Deb, Tony, 
John, Susan, and Peter. 

 

2
nd
 February : Maungatua Traverseénot 

This trip was billed as a traverse, the  
proposed route Grainger Rd DOC entrance 
to Maungatua Hills, climb up and walk 
across to Woodside Glen, The preïtrip  
rekkies told us otherwise, the gorse above 
the treeline from Grainger Rd is dense and 
impassable. Someone has had a go at clear-
ing some of it for about 30m, fairly recently 
Iôd say, but then it comes to a wall of gorse. 
Next trip weôll need to take tools, preferably 

East of Flagstaff : Chris Handley 



4 

mechanical ones! 

Seven of us had a great day, early start 
8am and at the Woodside Glen entrance of 
the track by 8:45am. The bush track is 
steep, well-marked though, and very  
pleasant. No flowering Scarlett Mistletoe 
hanging off trees this time but if you go late 
December you get to see some fabulous 
specimens. Someone led a cracking pace 
(not me!) and we were at the first rock  
outcrop/viewpoint in about an hour and  
half- time for a rest and enjoy beautiful 
views. We decided to head further up 
through the tussock to the next rocky  
outcrops, reaching 686m high point. The 
tussock makes hard work of a relatively 
short distance: many sections shoulder 
height (ñlostò Marion for more a while 
there!), good if you can get someone tall to 
lead the way a bit and act as a marker 
(thanks Tim J). The view, chat and laughter 
at the top totally worth it.  

An uneventful descent but I think we were 
all glad to be on the bush track again even if 
it was as steep going down as It was going 
up- funny that.  

Thanks Tim, Luna, Mandy, Marion, Phillip, 
Denan for a fun, challenging day walk.  

PS The Grainger Rd bush walk to just 
above the treeline is well worth it too- lovely 
bush, few more chatting birds and a  
viewpoint to rest and enjoy.  

Submitted by Carolyn (Trip Leader) 

 

10
th
 February : Careys Creek 

We all left the clubrooms at 8.00am and 
traveled to Waitati and turned up Double Hill 
road until we came to the car park. Once we 
were ready we started the tramp by  
descending down to the Black Gully dam. 
We passed through a nice stand of Manuka 
until we came across some old machinery 
and went a little further along the dam.  

We then back tracked onto the Careys 
Creek track. This was through bush and 
with the sun shining gave it a wonderful light 
effect accompanied by the soothing sound 
of running water. The track follows this 
creek all the way with numerous crossings, 
and the remains of the old water pipes can 
be seen.  

Further on we joined the Honeycomb track 
which becomes more open and follows a 
gully to the Glen. A large area of mint grows 
here, nice to walk through.  

A very interesting tramp enjoyed by  
everyone, led by Peter Loeber and his  
followers:  Leonie, Ken, Lucy, Ann,  
Lawrence, Ash, John, Susan, Tony, Sonia, 
and Carolyn Taylor (scribe). 

 

17
th
 February : South Waikouaiti 

Stream walk  

Sunday 17th Feb was a good day for a wet 
adventure- or so seven of us thought! With 
our pack contents sealed and double sealed 
in plastic bags we set off. The entrance into 
the bush is a little obscure since the official 
Possum Track DOC sign has been  
vandalised; for future reference it is about 
750m beyond the Pulpit Rock/Jubilee Hut 
track entrance.  

Quick up and quick down through the  
mature forest takes you to the stream. Go 
over it and you head to the unloved Possum 
Hut (apparently) about 30 minutes further 
on. Get in it and head downstream leads 
you all the way to Waikouaiti and eventually 
the sea.  

We spent a pleasant few hours in the 

stream negotiating our way through slippery 
rocks, bush foliage overhang and rock pools 
of varying and often unknown depths before 

we took a tea break on a sunny "beach". 
How wet you actually got pretty much  
depended on your pre-existing vertical  

dimensions- not much you can do about 
that, eh Andrew!  

The journey took us over some small  

waterfalls with larger rocks (wet and dry 
ones), all relatively easy to clamber down if 
you take your time! An impassable section 

of the stream is a significant rock chasm, an  
impressive view and sound from above. 
This sent us all on the adjacent bush track 

for 15 or so minutes and then down to a 
tributary that led us back into the South 
Waikouaiti a hundred meters or so further 

down. Not much further on the stream part 
of the walk ended as we met the track to 
Phillip J Cox hut, got out of the stream and 

turned right to point us back to the road.  
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A stiff 20 minute climb through the trees 
took us back to Semple Rd/Mountain Track 

Rd where we ambled the five kms back to 
the cars, drying off as we went.  
Good day, impressive birdsong, enjoyable 

walk- thanks Antony and Debbie. 

Carolyn Taylor for Antony, Debbie and  
Dylan Pettinger, Andrew McConnell, Jane 
Ward, John Tolmie and Saskia Bronstring. 

 

Photos by Carolyn, what a fun day it was  
eh Andrew ! 

Takahe on the Heaphy Track, November 2018 (Barry Walker) 



Presidentôs Comment : Antony Pettinger 
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The start of the 2019 tramping year has 
been a hit and miss in terms of  
numbers and weather. We canôt do 
much about the weather, but it was 
good to see a óplan Bô for the recent 
Aoraki / Mt Cook trip, where the  
participants enjoyed the area one week 
later than planned. 

Summer is often the best time to get 
out into the hills, and it also a good time 
to get a bit more off-track. Unfortunately 
recent offerings such as the trip to 
Fraser Creek and crossing over to the 
Routeburn werenôt overly popular. 
Additionally, the 8 day circuit from the 
West Matukituki to Lochnagar and the 
Shotover was cancelled due to a lack of 
numbers. I strongly believe the role of 
tramping clubs such as ours is to  
promote these types of trips. I used a  
by-line when advertising Bushcraft that 
the OTMC was the next step for people 
who have completed the Great Walks 
and are now looking for different places 
to tramp. As we start working on the 
winter trip programme, I am keen to 
discuss with the committee and other 
interested members on what would our 
ideal tramping programme look like.  
We do also need to look at what the 
club can do to encourage more people 
to volunteer to lead trips. The first step 
in this will be reshaping our committee 
meetings to allow us to focus more on 
evaluating our core activities and  
ensuring we are providing the best 
experience for all members. We will 
keep you updated and seek feedback 
as this progresses. 

I would like to thank Ian Billinghurst in 
particular for the effort he has put into 
taking the club into some different, but 
special places. As noted above, the 
numbers on these trips have been 
lower than we hoped (excepting the 
McKellar Saddle ï Routeburn trip in 
2017), but I appreciate the direction Ian 
has tried to take us. It was disappoint-

ing to see little support for the  
Lochnagar trip, and hope that we can 
encourage more members to undertake 
this type of trip in the future. 

Local Tracks 

Most members will be aware that the 
OTMC established a tramping route 
between Sullivans Dam and Mt Cargill 
over 10 years ago, thanks to two  
significant donations. The original plan 
was always to get the tracks finished to 
a stage where the DCC would take over 
ongoing maintenance, given the  
condition of the tracks this is probably 
unlikely to happen anytime soon. The 
OTMC believe the creation of the  
missing sections of the long talked 
about óSkyline Trackô is very important 
and well supported. However, there is 
one section of the Escarpment Track 
that is already providing a challenge to 
maintain, and this will get worse in the 
future. This is the section from Pigeon 
Hill to Cowan Road, where the track 
drops back down from the skyline and 
winds its way through the bush before 
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joining Cowan Road just below Mt 
Cargill. I suspect usage of this track is 
low, especially since the pine plantation 
was felled, providing quicker access 
through the area (see the section of 
track between #3 and #4 on the track 
below): 

Iôd be interested to know what members 
think about this section of the track, and 
what the future may be. The track  
suffered greatly by a very heavy  
snowfall some years ago, which led 
Antony Hamel to proclaim the track was 
ólostô. A concerted effort over a couple 
of years saw the entire section  
re-opened, with a slight diversion at the 
Pigeon Hill end to avoid several large 
pine trees which were felled over the 
track.  
Despite the many hours spent on the 
track at the time, not one person was 
observed actually using it. As the 
OTMC created this track, we have an 
ongoing moral obligation to the donors 
to keep it open, but this section is and 
will continue to prove challenging. Our 
options are to encourage more people 
to assist with ongoing track  

maintenance, or declare the track 
closed and concentrate on a permanent 
route through the replanted plantation 
(will need approval from City Forests). 
The level of commitment shown over 
the past 2-3 years for the track work 
parties over the entire track  
demonstrate that we just havenôt got 
the resource to maintain this particular 
section - is it time to let this one section 
go? In my opinion, having got to know it 
intimately during the track clearing work 
it doesnôt really add anything to the 
track, it just offers an alternative and 
longer route between Pigeon Hill and 
Cowan Road, with little opportunity for 
views. I encourage anyone to send 
feedback on this, either by letter to the 
editor, email or catching up at a club 
meeting. 

We have also mentioned the River 
Track constructed beside the South 
Waikouaiti River by Arthur Blondell and 
others. We had the opportunity to tramp 
over a short section of this track on a 
recent day trip and the vegetation is 
growing back at quite a rate. This is a 
track that benefits all Silver Peaks  
users and it would be sad to see it 
overgrown now. Would there be any 
interest in committing the club to help 
with some track work here? The OTMC 
have a close association with the Silver 
Peaks that dates right back to 1923, 
and to me it would seem  
appropriate to assist keeping this track 
open. Again, I welcome peopleôs 
thoughts on this. 

Antony Pettinger 
President 

 



Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

March Weekends 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the  
closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure,  

non-members upon registering (non-members pay $13 more than the members fee shown below. 
Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).   

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 
You are responsible for your gear and medical / first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 
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9-10th March: Lake Ohau Valleys  

(All) $55  Richard Forbes 021 510 760  

I have been to the Ohau area since I was 15 
and keep coming back as it is a gem. The 
Lake Ohau valleys are less crowded and off 
the beaten tourist track than other valleys at 
this time of year and offer mountains, huts, 
rivers, views, small flats and tops to camp. 

Options are endless with Maitland, Feehold, 
Temple, Hopkins, Huxley, and even Dobson 
valleys with tributaries to explore depending 
on desire, skill and transport options at hand 

We leave Dunedin on Friday night and can 
camp either at Omarama, Lake Middleton or 
Monument Hut in the Hopkins depending on 
what people want to do. We can drive to 
Monument Hut if 4WD vehicles are  
available 

Trip list closed 28th February to give me 
enough time to organise things. 

 

13-17th March : St. James Walkway 

-Lewis Pass (M) 

Leader: Dave Bunn (029 779 7006) 

Trip List Closed: February 28 

Transport costs $80, huts total cost $45 or 
annual hut pass. 

At 66km the St. James Walkway is the most 
alpine of New Zealand's walkways, passing 
through mountainous terrain in the northern 
reaches of the Southern Alps.  The track 
takes in a mixture of beech forests, open 
high country flats and river valleys.  None of 
the sections are particularly strenuous and 
the two passes are faily gentle.  The trips is 
well worth the effort, very picturesque and 
for those with limited experience is a must 
because it is relatively easy introduction to 
multi day tramping. 

Leaving 13 March, we will travel from  
Dunedin to Lewis Pass, ready to start 
tramping the next day from Boyle Outdoor 
Centre past Cannibal Hut to Ada Pass Hut 
(5 hours).  From Ada Pass Hut, the next 
days tramping to Anne Hut will take approx. 
8.5 hours and then the following day will be 
onto Boyle Hut (7 hours) with the last day of 
5 hours back to the Boyle Outdoor Centre. 
 
There is an additional cost for car storage at 
Boyle Outdoor Centre which will be split 
between those on the trip.  Huts do not  
require booking and are the standard $15 
DoC fee.  Please have hut tickets or annual 
DoC hut pass. 

 

30-31
st
 March : Quarantine Island 

(All) $30+  Jane Cloete 467-2328 

An easy-peasy weekend trip (also a day trip 
on the Sunday)   Note that the trip list closes 
on March 21st but it would be very helpful if 
you could let me know before this (for  
booking the ferry transport).   

Quarantine Island is a small, partially 
farmed, island near Port Chalmers with a 
big old house to use as a base.  You can go 
for a walk, watch the birds, or just chill out.  
Stay overnight in the old house ï lots of 
bunks and beds ï bring a sleeping bag or 
duvet, and perhaps a bottom sheet!  Or you 
are welcome to use a tent!  Note that youôll 
have to carry everything from the jetty up to 
the house, about 3-400metres. So a back-
pack would be easiest.    

Transport:  Meet at the clubrooms at 
10:15am, or at Back Beach (Port Chalmers) 
at 10.45am.  Thereôll be two ferries* going 
across on the Saturday ï one at about 
11am and one late afternoon (exact times to 
be notified nearer to the date ï make sure 
that Iôve got your email or phone number). 
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Sunday morning thereôll be ferry coming 
from Port C about 9.30-10.00am for any of 
you whoôd just like a day trip, and the 
óovernightô folk could return on that ferry! Or 
thereôll be another ferry early-mid afternoon 
to take the overnighters and day-trippers 
back to the mainland.   

Food: bring your own breakfast, drinks, 
snacks, lunch, etc but Saturday evening 
meal will be pot-luck ï large kitchen ï elec-
tricity! ï and assorted pots, pans, plates and 
cutlery.  So bring food to share ï pot luck is 
pot luck and we might end up with puddings 
but no first course!  Or vice versa!  Thatôs 
the way pot luck works!   

Hope to see lots of you there! Jane Cloete 

If you want to contact me beforehand ï 
email is best (j.cloete@xtra.co.nz) or phone 
467-2328 and leave a clear message.     

* I guess that you could kayak across if you 
have a kayak and the skills! 

 

 19-28 April (up to 10 days) 

Hollyford - Pyke (M/F) 

Wayne Hodgkinson Ph.473 0950 

Email wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz 

Option 1: 10 Days Circuit (F) 

This is a classic 80km low altitude circuit 
within the Southwest NZ World Heritage 
Area. Taking advantage of Easter + ANZAC 
most people would require minimal days 
leave from work. The main option of the trip 
is to complete the full circuit over 10 days. 
This is a trip of 2 halves ï the Hollyford has 

a well developed track, with serviced huts. 
The Pyke on the other hand, has a poorly 
developed track which includes wading in 
parts around the edge of Lake Alabaster, 
and unbridged river crossings.  

Accommodation is in standard huts, with 1 
night camping. The trip can be completed in 
either direction, but with the Pyke being 
weather dependent, the forecast will  
determine our direction. 

Full information google óhollyford pyke track 
or look at -  

https://www.doc.govt.nz/hollyfordtrack and 
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-
recreation/places-to-go/fiordland/places/
fiordland-national-park/things-to-do/tracks/
pyke-big-bay-route/  

Option 2: 5 Days - Hollyford only (M), and 
jet boat or fly out 

Option 3: 6 or 7 Days - Walk and Pack 
Raft (M) 

(if you have access to a packraft). Apparent-
ly, this is a good entry level packrafting trip, 
and something of a classic. Google the  
details. 

Talk to Wayne or sign the Trip List. 

On the trip list please indicate your  
preferred trip. Each trip will run only if 
we have a suitable Leader for each. 

Transport cost will be $65. Trip List closes 
Thurs 4 April. 

Quarantine Island about 1900 9 

mailto:wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz
https://www.doc.govt.nz/hollyfordtrack
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/fiordland/places/fiordland-national-park/things-to-do/tracks/pyke-big-bay-route/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/fiordland/places/fiordland-national-park/things-to-do/tracks/pyke-big-bay-route/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/fiordland/places/fiordland-national-park/things-to-do/tracks/pyke-big-bay-route/
https://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-go/fiordland/places/fiordland-national-park/things-to-do/tracks/pyke-big-bay-route/
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3
rd
 March (8am) : Silver Peaks - 

Trevor Mason Memorial Trip 
(M/F) $10  Antony Pettinger 473 7924 

It is now eleven years since we tragically lost 
Trevor Mason in a river crossing  

accident on a club trip near Whare Flat. This 
trip will retrace the only trip Trevor was able 
to lead for the club. The original trip was to 

be Yellow Ridge ï ABC Cave ï Jubilee ï 
Devils Staircase ï Rocky Ridge ï Yellow 
Ridge. Understandably this was graded FE. 

As it turned out, the original trip could not be 
completed, and Trevorôs backup plan of  
using Hightop was used ï this is the trip we 

will do (no dropping down to Jubilee Hut). 
The trip will take around 8hrs. Bring plenty of 
water as there is none along the tops of the 

Silver Peaks (there are some great views 
though!). 

 

10
th
  March :  Tour de Taieri (MTB) 

$8 Peter Boeckhout 021 0236 2535 

We start from the Waihola school carpark 
(plenty of parking spaces) and cycle through 
Waihola township towards the forestry road 
that will take us to Taieri Beach. 

From there we follow the road along the 
coast with fantastic views of the ocean, 
beach and inland, crossing the bridge  
and turning left onto Otokia Kuri Bush Road.  

Just as the forestry road is, this is an up and 
down partially gravel & tar-sealed  road.  

Weôll take a left on to Christies Gully Road 
which will give us a maximum speed of up to 
60 km / hr if you dare!! 

From there on it's a gentle ride along the 
Taieri river, over the old one lane bridge, 
crossing State Highway 1 onto Titri road, 

past the Waihola new housing developments 
back to the car park. 

Meet at 3 Young street Dunedin at 8am 
sharp for the drive to Waihola. 

I do have two (2) spots free on my bike rack, 
if anybody does not have any transportation, 
just let me know in advance. 

Alternatively you can meet us at the Waihola 
District School carpark, let me know in  
advance please. We should be there around 
8:30am. 

Total time cycling would be 4 to 5 hours, I 
did it once in 2.5 hours but that was me  
being in a hurry. 

  

17th March : ñPeninsula Surpriseò 

(M) $5  Leonie Loeber 477 4895 

(Note date change from printed trip card) 

One could say that the surprise part is that 
we are not going to be walking on the  
peninsula.  Itôs also St Patrickôs Day, so 
maybe wear something green! 

The plan is to do Grahams Bush Track, 
crossing Mount Cargill Road, to the Organ 
Pipes and returning to the car the same way. 

Leaving the club rooms at 8am. 

 

24
th
 March : Sea to Summit Bushbash 

(M) $5  Gordon Tocher 021 677 818 

(Note date change from printed trip card) 

We assemble at the clubrooms at 8am, bring 
water as there is none on the route.  

Beginning by dipping toes in Otago Harbour 
we then ascend a 140 year old donkey track 
and cross the main trunk railway line.  A 
short detour will allow us to peer into a really 

March Day Walks 
Club Saturday & Sunday Trip List for the month (day tramps and events) 

Unless otherwise stated day trips leave from the club rooms on Saturday/Sunday at 8am 
If the weather is in doubt give the trip leader a phone call to check. 

The trip fee is paid directly to the vehicle provider(s). 
(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required 



long, really black tunnel. The route is part 
bush track with a few hundred metres of 
bushbashing in the middle to access  
Blueskin Road.  

Stage two of the trip is a rough bush track 
up the side of Mihiwaka (561m) past a local 
rock climbing area. The track is steep in 
places with numerous handholds. We 
should be able to have lunch on the summit. 
If we are really keen there is some potential 
to take a slightly different route back down 
from Blueskin Road.  Given the thick nature 
of some of the bush eye protection is  
recommended.  The view from Mihiwaka 
should be extensive as only Mt Cargill is 
higher in the locality. 

Approximate time 6 hours including driving. 
Carpool cost $5. 

Leader:  Gordon Tocher  477 8944 or 021 
677 818  - If you live in the Port Chalmers 
area it may make sense to travel direct to 
the start point without going to the 
clubrooms first. Phone for instructions or if 
you have any questions.   

 

31
st
 March : Quarantine Island 

(All) $15+  Jane Cloete 467-2328 

Day trip to Quarantine Island.  Meet at the 
clubrooms at 9am OR at Back Beach at 
9.25am.  Please refer to the weekend trip 
(over) for more details of ferry times etc. 

Note that (at the time of the Bulletin going to 
print) there is no trip leader for those of you 
who are only coming for the Sunday, so 
transport may be a problem.  We do hope to 
have a leader sorted by then!   

Chief Guide Comment 

Keep an eye on the Trip Card and don't forget to add your name to any trips that tickle your 
interest. Speaking of which, Ian is unable to do his planned trip over Otago  
Anniversary Weekend (3 days) on March 23-25 targeting Sleepy Hollow / Scott Creek.  
If anybody else out there is interested in leading this trip, or even going to a different  
destination of your own choice, please let me know ASAP (wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz)  
3 day weekends are as scarce as hen's teeth so this is a great opportunity for a better than 
ordinary weekend trip, or just spend an extra day at your favourite haunt. 

Also, believe it or not, it is never too early to start thinking about the Winter Trip  
Programme, which will be due mid April. 

Regards Wayne 

Whio and chicks on Old Ghost Road, 

Welcome Swallow on the Heaphy (Barry Walker) 11 


