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Your Committee 

 
We welcome Janice Hodges, Saskia Bronstring, Joanne Fox, Joy Liddicoat as new  
members.  Be sure to say hello and make them feel welcome when you see them on a trip 
or an a Thursday night meeting.   

Membership   Debbie Pettinger, Membership Secretary  

The OTMC bank account with ASB is …     12-3150-0311684-00 
Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 

(which is the preferred option).  Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, 

members should pay before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel costs 

later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Sharen if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank Account 
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Gear Hire 

OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  Hire charge $5 for up to a 
week, then $5 per week (some safety items are free).    

See or phone Joe Bretherton 473 8784 

 Ice Axes 

 Crampons 

 Cookers & Billies 

 Packs 

 Tent/Flys 

 Climbing Helmets 

 Avalanche Probes 

and Transceivers 
 



Trip Reports 
Club activities over the past months                         
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12
th

 May : Around Port Chalmers 

We  left  the  club rooms  at 9.00am and it 
was starting  to rain but when  we   
arrived  at  the  Iona  church it had 
stopped.  We then  went up to the old  
cemetery  for  a  quick  look  and  then up to 
Rangi  park track, walked up hill  and  had a 
detour to the left but were 
stopped  by  gorse  so back  to  Rangi  park 
track and onto  the  new  lookout  and 
the  Scott  Expedition  Memorial  and 
around  the back of Careys  Bay, down 
Slant  St and then up to the new  
cemetery  and down to the Lady  Thorn dell.  

After that we went  to the  rugby  club 
and  along  the shore  to Victory  Place  to 
Stinky Point and along Back beach to a track 
up to Bellevue  St  where we had lunch and 
then back down  and along to another  track 
up to the flagstaff  and then down to a café 
and museum . A good  day  out  with   
plenty  of ups  and downs  

Ken Taylor for trip  leader Debbie  Guthrie, 
Sandy, Alan Hanson, John Tolkien, and 
Mark Stephenson. 

 

 

5
th

 May : Outram Glen to Lee Stream 

Club policy was for an 8 am start, but a draft 
of the next trip card might have said 9 am. I 
had to go by the published information, so 
turned up at 8, to find 5 others there. I hope 
nobody turned up at 9 (Tracy and I are  
certainly in the habit of [at least] trying [but 
often failing] to get to a day trip by 9!)  
Laurence helped me drop our car back to 
Tracy who needed it, and soon we were 
assembled at Outram Glen, with Laurence in 
the other car picking up Ken in Green Island. 

The track is all very well formed and  
recovered from the slips of a few years ago. 
So, we were at Lee Stream before we had 
even started to puff. We spoke more about 
pack-floating than river crossing, with the 
Taieri (as I later discovered) flowing at about 
7 cubic metres per second that day, being 3 
m3/s above its typical low flows. After a bite 
to eat we went back to the cars and for many 
of us lunchtime was at home. Thanks, guys 
for making it worth my while getting out of 
bed on a lovely day with no wind or rain, 
great company and no rush. 

Richard Pettinger, for Russell Knowles, 
Debbie Guthrie, Ken Taylor, Emma Roff and 
Laurence Prattley 

Port Chalmers : Ken Taylor 

Richard Pettinger 
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25-26
th

 May : St Mary Range Crossover 

We 5 of the North-to-South group headed 
off in Jeff’s kindly loaned 4WD to Awakino 
Skifields Lodge, where we spent a pleasant 
evening and woke to a magnificent red sky 
dawn. 

 

An 8am start saw us slogging upwards to 
the bare rock peak of Kohurau (2009m).  A 
vicious wind accompanied us for all of the 
tops, and with not much chance of any  
shelter on the lea side we were well and 
truly battered and gradually the oldest of the 
party (scribe and editor) became more and 

Photo: Alex Tups 

Photos: Barry Walker 
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more worn out.  A long downward spur took 
us to Hut Creek Hut, which was supposed 
to be our afternoon tea break before  
heading on to meet the other party at  
Tailings hut a couple of hours away,  
however the knees had gone by now and 
we’d done 9 hours, so the decision was 
made (with the excellent help of 2-way  
radios) to stay the night.  Our accommoda-
tion was a 4 bunker classic backcountry 
stone hut (so Joe and Sharon got to share a 
bunk), complete with stove (we’d taken 
coal), drafts, mice, and something dead 
somewhere (smelt but not located). 

8am saw us off again, with a x-over meet on  
what was now all 4WD track, thence onto to 
Tailings Hut for a short break before  
completing the 7 hour up and down slog 
(knees not great) to finally reach the return 
vehicle down Mt Buster road and head 
home. 

Some great backcountry with lots of rock, a 
little snow on the tops, lots of  
tussock! 

Barry Walker for Will Sweetman, Joe and 
Sharon Bretherton, and Emma  Roff. 

 

 

 

 

11-12
th 

May : Routeburn Crossover 

(from the Glenorchy end) 

Although this Routeburn crossover trip was 
not organized as a memorial trip, it  
happened to be the same weekend and all 
the same people present as the tragic trip 
last year when Charlie Weaver passed 
away literally minutes into the trip.   

It was a bit hectic at the clubrooms on  
Friday night, making sure that people were 
in the right van (either the Divide or  
Glenorchy ends of the track) as well as  
people leaving a change of clothes in the 
van they were eventually going home in.  It 
was a straightforward trip with Rodger and I 
sharing the driving to Alexandra for tea and 
then onto the Routeburn Shelter arriving at 
11:00 pm.  Once gear was sorted it was off 
to Routeburn Flats hut – a 6.5 km walk.  
Shortly after crossing the swing bridge and 
a short distance along the bush we stopped 
for a minute’s silence with only the sound of 
the river below.  At the same spot and the 
same time where Charlie fell and died of a 
heart attack.  This was a little emotional for 
those of us that were with Charlie last year 
(Chris, Rodger, Alex and myself – the rest 
who were there had gone in earlier that 
day).  We arrived at the hut just after 1:00 
am and the hut was fairly full.   

We were away after 8:00 am that morning 

Lake Mackenzie : Tomas Sobek 
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for the walk to Mackenzie Hut.  Rain was 
forecast later that day so we were keen to 
get away.  After an hour, we arrived at 
Routeburn Falls hut and were surprised to 
find that the wardens were still in residence 
with the water and toilets still working.  A 
quick bite to eat and a chat to John the 
DOC warden (ex OTMC).  John said it was 
interesting that doubling the price of over-
seas tourist fees on the Great Walks this 
season meant there were noticeably more 
Kiwis doing the walk.  This had added to 
their workload as Kiwis had to prove that 
they were locals to get the cheaper price.   

Off up the hill and onto Harris Saddle for an 
early lunch.  The cloud and wind was pick-
ing up and the views were fast disappear-
ing.  At the Harris Saddle shelter, our group 
of 15 were all together.  One of Charlie’s 
poems was read out to mark the occasion at 
this beautiful spot.  All of us that were there 
that night were together for the first time.  
Some of us decided to do the Conical Hill 
side trip.  Chris was on his way down and 
he had got to the top.  He said it wasn’t 
worth it with the wind, cold, rain and no 
views.  I took his advice and turned back.  
The rest pushed on, but they didn’t reach 

the top due to the conditions.  The rain by 
now was getting patchy but not settling in.  
On my way down, I ran into Michaela and 
Sarah.  They had made good time to get 
there from Howden Hut.  We all managed to 
swap vehicle keys along the Hollyford face 
and then after a couple of hours we had the 
first view of Mackenzie Hut.  There weren’t 
many views however of the surrounding 
mountains.  An hour later we reached the 
hut by Lake Mackenzie at around 3:00 pm.  
Just short of the bush there was a new 
plaque in memory of the Czech gentleman 
who passed away in a storm (his partner 

ended up spending a month at the Macken-
zie Warden’s hut until rescued).  Hard to 
imagine this beautiful place can be so dead-
ly.  There was also a hut warden at Macken-
zie Hut and after he checked our tickets we 
had a great night socializing, eating and 
drinking, we settled in for the night.  The 
rain also settled in.  The hut was not very 
full with only about another eight or so with 
us.  Rose spent the night with us as she  
had walked in with the other group and was 
exiting back to the Divide.   

By morning it was raining steadily but not 

Looking back down the valley towards Falls Hut : Rodger Clarkson 
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overly heavy.  A quick dash to Howden Hut 
in around 2.5 hours.  The Earland Falls 
were impressive with the recent rain.  After 
an early lunch in the cosy hut with the fire 
still going.  The people who were there the 
night before had decided to stay put with the 
rain.  They were very impressed that we 
had done the whole track in a weekend.  A 
quick one hour dash to the van at the Divide 
and a change out of the wet clothes.  We 
were away by 1:00 pm.   

Richard Forbes for Rodger Clarkson, 
Mandie Lungley, Carolin Field, Jan Hodges, 
Lynley McArley, Alex Forbes, Chris Hand-
ley, Denan Diep, Hwee Kiat Ng, Que Minh 
Vo, An Nguyen, Jan Burch, Gail Mitchell, 
Nathan McCauley, Catherine Clarke and 
Rose Colhoun. 

Approaching Lake Harris 
and the Saddle 

: Richard Forbes 



Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

June Weekends 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the  
closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure,  

non-members upon registering (non-members pay $13 more than the members fee shown below. 
Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).   

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 
You are responsible for your gear and medical / first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 
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1-3
rd 

June (Queens Birthday : Port Craig/ 
Waitutu/Hump with Wayne Hodgkinson 
             (Trip full and ready to go !) 

 

15-16th June :  Martins Hut, Longwoods 

(M)  $50  Rose Colhoun 021 151 3791 

The Longwood Forest is in the backyard of 
where I grew up in Otautau but it is only 
since the Te Araroa trail travels through it 
that I became aware of it as an area for 
exploration.  

We'll stay in the historic mining hut, Martin's 
Hut, built in 1905. There are only four bunks 
in the hut and as the age suggests, the hut 
may be in less than desirable condition, so 
tents are likely to be a requirement for this 
trip.  

Driving up a 4WD track on Cascade road, 
we'll follow Turnbull’s track up to Martin's 
Hut. We'll unload our packs there, then  
continue up the hill to the open tops where 
we will hopefully get some great views,  
including to Stewart Island. On Sunday, 
we'll take Turnbull’s track south down to Big 
Dam, and make a loop back along Cascade 
road to the cars. 

6-7
th

 July : Winter Kepler/Luxmore Hut 

(All) $50 Richard Forbes 021 510 760 

OTMC Members only 

Winter is a great time to visit the Great 
Walks as the track and huts are  usually 
deserted. There are a number of options 
here depending on numbers and track  
conditions. It is normally about 4-5 hour 
800m vertical climb through mature Beech 
forest to the bushline and tops on a great 
well graded track to Luxmore Hut from the 
Control Gates with great views of Lake Te 
Anau and the surrounding mountains. 

An afternoon trip can be made to Mt  
Luxmore for even more views or a visit to 
nearby Luxmore caves.  

Travel back on Sunday will all be down hill 
back the way we came.  

Even if there is snow you can still get to 
Luxmore Hut as it's only the last 45 minutes 
in the open out of the bush. For fitter parties 
and if snow conditions on the tops allow it is 
feasible to do the whole track continuing on 
to Iris Burn Hut for Saturday night and down 
the Iris Burn valley on Sunday to Lake Man-
apouri and Rainbow Reach or even to the 
control gates where we started (60km in 
total).   

An easier flatter trip can also be done to 
Moturau Hut and Iris Burn Hut at the other 
end of the track and return back the same 
way.  

Check out the DOC website for more details 
on the Kepler track. We will be staying in 
camping ground cabins in Te Anau for  
Friday night which is about $25 each. Hut 
fees apply for the great walk huts ($15) 
which are winter rates with no running  
water, no flush toilets and no gas supplied. 
You will need to get your own hut tickets as 

Martins Hut : Tim Russell 
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The OTMC - 30 Years Ago – Early 1989 

In this case we will look back to just over 30 
years ago – to the start of 1989. As it often 
has, Bushcraft was a major event at the 
start of the club year. After a slight decline 
in 1985/86, Bushcraft started make a come-
back in 1987, and 1989 was the start of a 
three-year run where we had over 50 partic-
ipants each year. Bushcraft then consisted 
of three full weekends, two evening meet-
ings and a river crossing day trip. The first 
weekend was a full instruction weekend at 
Tirohanga Camp, on the edge of the Taieri 
Plains. This scheme was introduced in the 
early 1980’s, and as this was before the 
time when all young people owned cars, the 
participants were ‘trapped’ at the camp for 
the weekend. The atmosphere of the fully 
catered camp setting was ideal for teaching 
bushcraft skills, and the hills above provid-
ed an excellent location for the practical 
map and compass course. The OTMC ran 
the last Tirohanga Weekend in 2006, and I 
doubt it would be successful today – the 
heyday was certainly the 1980’s through to 
the early 1990’s. 

The second weekend of the Bushcraft 
course was the Silver Peaks weekend, with 
so many trampers and leaders to get into 
the Peaks, a very full bus and several 
private vehicles were used (I can’t recall if 
this was the year the bus failed on the steep 
hill before Double Hill, but it was in this era 
– some things are never forgotten). 

As part of the course we used to run a third 
‘optional’ weekend to a tame tramping area, 
for many years this was the headwaters of 
Lake Ohau. Normally this trip goes just fine, 
but 1989 was different. One full bus and a 
13-seater van headed away, and everyone 
made it to their Saturday night destinations 
– then it rained, and kept raining. We had 

spent a day crossing the Taieri River as 
part of the course, so with that training fresh 
in mind, everyone just hunkered down. 
Some attempted to get back to the road-
end, but were thwarted by flooded side 
creeks and wisely retreated. Others made it 
out, only to find the bus was unable to get 
to the old road-end, 20 minutes from Monu-
ment Hut – the hut quickly became very 
crowded for the Sunday night. 

The outcome was the van was able to 
return home from the Temple Valley but we 
still had over 40 people trapped in various 
huts and valleys. After a second night out in 
the hills, all parties managed to get back to 
the road-end by midday on Monday. A lot of 
people were glad they weren’t the SAR 
contact that weekend, no text or email, just 
the landline to call concerned parents and 
others on. 

Although Bushcraft took up most of Febru-
ary and March, the club still managed to slip 
in a long weekend to the Homer / Darran 
Mountains area in early February, an Easter 
trip to Makarora and a well-attended trip to 
Mt Cook in early April.  

This period was also a time when there was 
active participation in writing to the Bulletin 
Editor, something we don’t see a lot of 
these days.  Issues raised in early 1989 
included the profit the club was making on 
on-selling DoC hut tickets (hut tickets were 
a new thing back then), Bushcraft timing 
and the debate around buying our own 
clubrooms (which we did 12 months later) 
were some of the topics raised. 

To read more about early 1989, check out 
our online archive of Bulletins here. 

(http://otmc.co.nz/bulletinarchive1990.html) 

Antony Pettinger 

there is usually a hut warden in residence to 
check tickets. I am only leaving the trip open 
to OTMC members only please.  

Trip list closes 27 June. 

  

 

 
Luxmore Hut 
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9th June : Day trip by bus!  Botanic  
Gardens to Ravensbourne via Signal Hill  

(E) $8  Jane Cloete 467 2328 

Bring your Go-Card, or cash, and also (if you 
are old enough!) your Gold Card!   The cost 
will depend on your bus fare!  A standard 
adult fare would be about $10, but if you 
have a GoCard it will be approx  $7-8.   

(For Gold Carders its free!)  

Take the plunge – go and get at GoCard 
from the DCC in the Octagon, or from  
University Bookshop; it costs a minimum of 
$5 to set up but for this trip you’ll need  
$7-8.  (You could also get a GoCard on the 
bus on the day!)  If you want to check out 
your own local buses, the DCC bus website 
is easy to use.   

Outline: Meet at the clubrooms at 9am 
sharp (and walk from there to Andersons 
Bay Road), or at the Bus Hub at 9.32, or at 
the main gates of the Botanic Gardens at 
9.45.  We’ll walk from the Gardens to  
Ravensbourne via Signal Hill.   

Allow 6hours but it probably won’t take us 
that long.  Wear boots or trainers with a 
good grip – some parts of the day will be 
muddy!   Bring lunch, plenty of water and 
several layers of clothing – you’ll be warm 
enough on the uphill bits, but the route is 
quite exposed after lunch.  Contact Jane 
Cloete 467-2328 with any queries. 

23
rd

 June : Mihiwaka : Shortest Day 

Sunrise (6:30 am) 

(E) $5  Rodger Clarkson  473 6053 

To celebrate the days getting longer and the 
countdown to summer we're going to have 
an extra early trip to see the sunrise from 
Mihiwaka. Should be glorious views as the 
sun rises out to sea. Either meet at 
clubrooms 6:30am or Cedar Creek Farm 
carpark around 7am. Should be about a 40 

minute walk to the top and could be muddy 
in places. We'll head up the road and track, 
not the steep way past the climbing rocks. 
Bring a headlamp and a camera! 

16
th
 June : Stone Hill and Purehurehu Point 

(M) $5  Gordon Tocher  021 677 818 

This trip proves you do not have to go far 
from the city to get stunning views. As a  
bonus you get to blow off the mid winter  
cobwebs with a walk up a nice steep hill. 

We will ascend from the western side of  
Otago Harbour at Waipuna Bay through 
farmland to Stone Hill.  On a clear day there 
are magical views of the harbour, so bring 
your camera (you can see a previous trip 
photo on the rear wall of the clubrooms).  
Next is a comfortable amble down to  
Purehurehu Point to visit a well appointed 
cave dwelling and lunch on one of the 
beaches. The return journey will be over a 
similar route. You should be back in town 
about 3 pm.  Bring whatever water you need 
as there is none enroute. 

If you live in the Port Chalmers area it may 
make sense to travel direct to the start point 
without going to the clubrooms first. Phone 
for instructions or if you have any questions. 

30
th
 June : Rosella Ridge, Cedar Spur 

(M) $8  Tomas Sobek  021 279 8339 

Have you ever heard of Cedar Spur? What 
about Direct Spur? Do you know where it 
joins the new River Track? Come and ex-
plore some new places in Silver Peaks with 
me. Just be mindful that there will be hills - 
about 600 vertical metres of them up and 
down. And mud, don't forget about the mud. 
In the middle of winter it's a pretty likely  
feature so bring your camera. We want to 
capture those artistic moments and unforget-
table expressions. 

June Day Walks 
Club Saturday & Sunday Trip List for the month (day tramps and events) 

Unless otherwise stated day trips leave from the club rooms on Saturday/Sunday at 9am 
If the weather is in doubt give the trip leader a phone call to check. 

The trip fee is paid directly to the vehicle provider(s). 
(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required 



President’s Comment : Antony Pettinger 
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Thank you to everyone who offered to lead 
a trip on our recently completed winter 
tramping programme. Obviously, our main 
purpose is tramping, so we do need mem-
bers to put their hand up to lead our tramp-
ing programme. It is heartening to see some 
new faces on the winter programme, but we 
do need more members to step up and offer 
to lead a trip. 

Leadership has been identified as an issue 
in several clubs who took part in recent 
discussions with the Federated Mountain 
Clubs (FMC), with the OTMC being one of 
them. Our club has developed a compre-
hensive set of guidelines over our many 
years of tramping, with the main aim being 
to develop leadership in gradual steps, 
which in turn creates greater safety on our 
trips. 

True leadership is a skill that is developed 
over time, and is based on experience, 
planning, communication, decision making, 
confidence and courage amongst over 
qualities. The club has recognised this, and 
has in the past recommended a progressive 
pathway for aspiring leaders, and agreeing 
on the way we will run our trips. 

Leading a day trip to an area you know well, 
and in a weather friendly time of year is the 
first step many club leaders have taken. The 
next step is as either a party leader (or a 
joint party leader) for a weekend trip. Again, 
leading a party to an area you are familiar 
with helps, as you will be aware of major 
obstacles such as rivers and steep terrain, 
and will be able to take into account the 
current weather and other conditions, and 
what effect this will have for your trip. 

The other form of club leadership is that of a 
trip leader – traditionally, this role has been 
more of organising the trip participants into 
parties of similar fitness and aspirations, 
rather than actually leading everybody on 
the trip (that is the role of the individual 
party leaders).  

As the club of late seems to be adopting a 
more ‘follow the trip leader’ format of tramp-
ing, it is timely to look back at what we have 
evolved over time. In its simplest form, if 12 

people sign up for a trip, and there are four 
people each who have indicated they are E, 
M and F, then the trip would be divided by 
the trip leader into 3 parties of 4, one easy, 
one moderate and one fit, each with an 
experienced party leader. Each party would 
then decide what particular trip they would 
like to do in the area designated for the trip 
(the trips could even be in different valleys). 
Aside from the advantages of matching 
people together who are compatible fitness 
wise, this system develops leadership, with 
more people now being given the opportuni-
ty to lead a party. As a bonus, at the end of 
the trip we all have something different to 
talk about! 

Smaller parties by nature receive more 
individual input, something that we are 
losing on bigger trips where everyone just 
tends to follow the leader, and not having to 
think too much about where they are going. 
The OTMC method is a good system, it 
reduces the workload of the overall trip 
leader, avoids mis-matched trampers and 
encourages leadership. 

Following the approach by FMC to assist 
local clubs with leadership, there was gen-
eral support given at a recent club meeting. 
The OTMC will expand on this and reply to 
FMC. As we are a larger club located in a 
decent sized city, I think we will suggest 
starting locally and see what interest is 
there. As always, we welcome your feed-
back – if you have a view on leadership, or 
the way club trips are led, let us know. 

Antony Pettinger 

President 



June Thursday Meetings 
Thursday Club Social Meetings at the Club Rooms 3 Young Street, South Dunedin  

Members, non-members, visitors , all are welcome to these social events.  
Doors open at 7:30 for an 8 pm start 

6
th

 June : “Into the Unknown”  
Philip Somerville fulfils his long-term wish to 
visit Lake Unknown. His tramp took him 
there via Sugarloaf Pass and the Rock Burn 
and Theatre Flat, and then the circuitous 
way back by the Park Glacier, Park Pass, 
Lake Nerine, North Col, along the  
Serpentine Range and through the Valley of 
the Trolls to the Routeburn. 

13
th

 June : Walking the Te Araroa 

In the summer of 2016-17 Keitha and  
Warwick Ross, in their mid 60's,  walked Te 
Araroa.  

They are going to share with us their trip and 
tell us about what motivated them, how they 
prepared and the gear they took. 

A number of people dream about walking 
the Te Araroa so here is your chance to hear 
about it first hand and gain some valuable 
first hand experience and a chance to ask 
questions from a couple who have made the 
journey. 

20
th

 June : Informal Club Night  

(due to Banff Film Festival)  

27
th 

June : Mason’s Bay, Stewart Island 

Teresa Wasilewska 

The Southern Coastal Trust was established 
to help keep our remote coastal areas  
worthy of our “clean, green “ image – last 
July, Teresa Wasilewska travelled to  
Mason’s Bay on Stewart Island’s west coast 
to join other volunteers in collecting rubbish 
– 16 tonnes of it! Come and hear about the 
50 knot winds, the team work, helicopter 
trips, interesting rubbish and discuss what 
we can do to help keep our coast line clean. 

4
th 

July David Barnes – New Zealand 
Geographic Board 

David Barnes has been the long serving 
FMC representative on the NZ Geographic 
Board - come along and find out what the 
board do, and maybe how you can propose 
to have something officially named! 

MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

             1    2    

3 4    5  6   Philip Somerville        
Lake  Unknown 

7    8  9   Bus & Tramp with Jane 
            Cloete 467 2328 

10    11    12  13  Walking the   
Te Araroa with 
Keitha & Warwick 

14    15    16   Stone Hill / Purehurehu 
Point with Gordon 021 677 818  

17    18    19    20   Informal 21    22    23  Mihiwaka Sunrise (6:30am) 
            with Rodger 473 6053  

24    25    26    27  Teresa Cleans   
Up Mason’s Bay  

28    29    30    Rosella Ridge, Cedar Spur with 
              Tomas 021 279 8339 

June 2019 

Cmtte 

Port Craig/Hump etc with Wayne 493 0950 

Martin’s Hut, Longwoods with Rose 021 151 3791 


