
Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club,  PO Box 1120,  Dunedin 

www.otmc.co.nz     facebook.com/groups/otmcnz     otmc@ihug.co.nz 

Thursday meeting at 3 Young St, South Dunedin  Doors open 7:30 for 8pm start, all welcome 

  OTMC B  
Newsletter of the Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club  Inc   # 805    July 2019 

Kepler Track        Harbour Cone          Huriawa Peninsula and Seacliff 

Smeatonôs Shack / Craiglowan Falls via Ben Ruddôs 

Cameron Valley, Hakatere Conservation Park 

Greenacres / Highcliff / Buskin / Boulder / Paradise 

July Trips & Events 

Martinôs Hut, Longwoods, Southland : Rose Colhoun : (Trip Report page 6) 



No new members this month.  
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President : Antony Pettinger 473 7924 antony.pettinger@gmail.com 
Vice President :  Joe Bretherton 473 8784   jsbretherton@gmail.com  
Immediate Past President : Richard Forbes 453 1327 forbespotter@hotmail.com 
Secretary : Sharon Bretherton 473 8784   jsbretherton@gmail.com  
Treasurer : Sharen Rutherford                    027 229 1961 sharen.rutherford@gmail.com 
Chief Guide : Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz 
Membership Secretary : Debbie Pettinger 473 7924 debspettinger@gmail.com 
Bulletin Editor/Publisher : Barry Walker       021 209 5550 bmw@xtra.co.nz    
Daytrip Conveners : Tomas Sobek                03 777 3047 info@tomassobekphotography.co.nz 
                                 Andrew McConnell      022 089 6537  sossie_the_great@hotmail.com 
Club Meeting Organisers : TBA  
Clubrooms Maintenance : Peter Loeber                477 4895 loeber@xtra.co.nz   
Clubrooms Hire: Peter Loeber (& Barry Walker)     477 4895 loeber@xtra.co.nz   
Gear Hire :  Rodger Clarkson (& Joe Bretherton) 473 6053  rodger.clarkson@xtra.co.nz  
Conservation; Advocacy & Recreation : Chris Pearson 455 4673 cpearson86@aol.com  
Ben Rudd Trust contact : David McArthur          481 1478   de.pp.mcarthur@gmail.com 
Leaning Lodge Trust contact :  Alan Thomson 455 7878 alan.and.robyn thomson@gmail.com 
 

Your Committee 

Membership   Debbie Pettinger, Membership Secretary  

The OTMC bank account with ASB is é     12-3150-0311684-00 
Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 

(which is the preferred option).  Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, 

members should pay before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel costs 

later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Sharen if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank Account 

Gear Hire 

OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  Hire charge $5 for up to a 
week, then $5 per week (some safety items are free).    

See or phone Joe Bretherton 473 8784 

¶ Ice Axes 

¶ Crampons 

¶ Cookers & Billies 

¶ Packs 

¶ Tent/Flys 

¶ Climbing Helmets 

¶ Avalanche Probes 

and Transceivers 
 



Trip Reports 
Club activities over the past months                         
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28
th
 April : Pipeline Track - Rustlers 

Ridge - Swampy Summit -  
Leith Saddle Walkway 

Another Sunday and the legs were  
telling us we need to walk so after  
dropping the pooch to friends we  
headed along to the club rooms to meet 
our esteemed leader, Tony Timperly. 
There was a good turnout this week with 
11 of us ready including some first  
timers for the Pipeline, Rustlers Ridge, 
Burns Track over to the swampy  
connecting ridge line track that takes us 
up to the top of Swampy. A good steady 
pace was set and we were up the top 
before we new it. Several of us stopped 
for a few minutes to watch a Fern Bird 
and a South Island Robin was also seen 
by a lucky couple. After two stops for 
morning tea and lunch it wasnôt long 
before we were heading down the Leith 
Saddle track back to the car. Thanks to 
Tony and hopefully some of the new 
walkers will be back for more in the  
future.     Russell Knowles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony leads the way?  :  Russell Knowles 

 
The A team :  Russell Knowles 
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26
th
 May : Escarpment Track Clearing 

Just five hardy souls, equipped with loppers, 
shears and other pruning gear, turned up at 
the clubhouse on this dull Sunday morning. 
Undeterred, we drove up to the layby where 
the 3 Peaks Track meets Cowan Road and 
began our hour's trek to where the Cloud  
Forest Track emerges at the Powerline 
Clearing. The Escarpment Track begins 
opposite, which was where we were to 
begin our cutting back the overgrown  
vegetation covering the track. 

After our morning drinks, snacks and  
admiring the expansive views north, we 
decided we had better get down to some 
work. Peter B volunteered to clear the gorse 
which made crossing the clearing a painful 
experience if you were wearing shorts and 
no gaiters. To see what a great job he made 
of this, see the attached photo. Next time 
you do this track you will have the luxury of 
walking on a thick carpet of gorse! 

Meanwhile, Jan, Sandy, Peter L and Tony T 
disappeared into the thick bush, hacking our 
way through thick fern leaves, getting  
entangled in bush lawyer and splodging 
through deep mud. Another feature of this 
part of the track is having to straddle over a  
number of thick logs, which at this time of 
year are wet. We leave it to your  
imagination as to which part of our pants got 
soaked as a result of our straddling!  
Nevertheless, we made good progress in 
cutting back the thick leaves and laying our 
own fern leaf carpets to rival Peter B's gorse 
needle one. 

As Jan had an afternoon commitment she 
had to leave about midday, but not before 
she and Sandy had done some great  
teamwork in clearing sections of the track.  
Fortunately, with immaculate timing, as she 
left Simon arrived, having walked up from  
Sullivan's Dam and through the Cloud  
Forest. He immediately got stuck in,  
ensuring our momentum was maintained. 
Peter B also arrived having completed  
laying his gorse carpet. It was agreed that 
he would do a recce as far as Pigeon Rock 
to check on conditions. 

While he was away the remaining  
quartet cleared our way to the  
Escarpment/Sullivan's Bridle Track junction, 
reaching it just as the rain  
began to come down. As we found a rela-
tively dry spot at the junction we decided to 
have lunch here.  

Whilst we were tucking into our soggy 
muesli bars Peter B returned and  
informed us we were about 20 minutes 
walking time from Pigeon Rock and that the 
vegetation was even thicker and the track 
muddier than what we had already hacked 
and splodged through. As it was still raining 
and would take us well over an hour (Uphill 
on the 3 Peaks Track this time!) to return to 
our vehicles on Cowan Rd, we agreed that 
this was a good place and time to  
finish. 

Five of us (or the equivalent thereof) cleared 
about one-third of the Escarpment Track 
from the Powerline Clearing to Pigeon 

Peter Boeckhoutôs Gorse Carpet 

A deserved lunchbreak : Peter Boeckhout 
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Rock. If about a dozen club members could 
turn up with shears and loppers on a  
Sunday  
morning in the not too distant future, then 
the full track could be cleared in readiness 
for next spring/summer ï especially for 
when we do our annual Skyline Traverse! 

Tony Timperley, with thanks to: Jan Burch, 
Peter Loeber, Peter Boeckhout, Sandy and 
Simon. 

 

25-26
th
 May : St Maryôs Range  

           Crossover  

(South-to-North group) 

Friday night we headed up to the Maniototo, 
collected the hut key and then arrived at the 
hut about 7pm.  It was originally the railway 
station building at Kokonga and was pretty 
original.  Tom got a fire going in the coal 
range and we spent some time trying to get 
the smoke to go up the chimney. We then 
spent some time outside the hut watching 
the smoke come out the windows! 

Saturday 

We headed off in the morning about 8am up 
the 4WD track heading to Tailings hut with 
fairly strong winds.  On the way we checked 
out the Buster Diggings and could see Mt 
Cook in the north and Puketapu 
(Palmerston) in the East.  

We eventually made contact with the other 
half of the trip by radio (well worth taking for 
a cross-over trip). They stayed at Hut Creek 
Hut which is about 2 hours away from  
Tailings Hut. Tailings hut has two separate 
bunk rooms (snorers/non-snorers). We  
arrived at the hut about 3pm and after a 
break we took a walk up the hill behind the 
hut. Afterwards Phil lead us in some yoga 
and after dinner played Citadels until our 
brains faded and the coal ran out. 

Sunday 

We left a bit earlier at 7:30am, heading  
towards Hut Creek Hut, met up with the  
other group. We had a break at the hut, 
then it was onwards over Kohurau at 
2009m. The views were fabulous and we 
reached the top about midday, with very 
cold wind.  We stopped for a short break 
and could see a front coming (not in the 

forecast!).  I put on most of my clothes, we 
had a quick bite and carried on up the ridge. 
We dropped over the ridge to the Waitaki 
side and then did a bit of map checking  
before we started descending.  We could 
then see the Awakino Ski Lodge below and 

Sue Williams 

Sue Williams 
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went directly down the steep gully. Phil 
loves scree slopes and he and Jeff were 
down in no time, (Phil did have kangaroo 
jerky in his pack..) There was a final grovel 
through the tussocks with some stab 
wounds from Spaniards. We reached the 
road and arrived back at the vehicle about 
4pm.   

Sue Williams for Phil Somerville, Jeff 
Cleugh, Tom Bennett and a big thank you to 
Alex Tups for organising everything, what 
an adventure!  

 

9
th
 June: Signal Hill by bus 

There were 9 of us on this trip ï myself 
(Jane Cloete), Lucy Jones, Laura Freeman, 
Leonier Loeber, Laurence Prattley, Ken 
Taylor, Mark Stevenson, Debbie Guthrie 
and Russell Knowles.   

Four of us started at the Clubrooms at 9am, 
caught the bus to the Bus Hub where Ken 
joined us, and the others were waiting at the 
Gardens when our bus got there (a minute 
or two late!) at 9.45.  Then we abandoned 
the buses and put our feet into walking 
mode! 

First up through the Botanic Gardens ï a 
pause to look at the lovely sculpture of the 
seed cone of a Lebanese Cedar - across 
into the bush at the top, onto the Alhambra 
ground ï and then the fun began! 

I'd done the recce a few weeks before with 
no trouble at all, so with confidence I led the 
way down a little-used bush track.  'Little-
used' turned into 'hardly ever used'! I say 
that it was because I'd been listening to Phil 
Somerville's talk ñInto the Unknownò a few 
days before ï he too had navigational  
challenges and only when they got to the 
bottom could they look back upwards to see 
an easier route. I too looked backwards 
once we'd got to Logan Park and lo and 
behold the proper track was obvious!  
Perhaps I should have checked my 'recce' 
map at the top! 

A snack and a drink, then steadily up the 
6km to the top of Signal Hill, stopping now 
and then for a breather and views.  Lunch at 
the top ï not too cold and even almost  
sunny ï then down on the Big Easy bike 
track to the Plateau. Here we turned away 

for the bikers and plodded downhill to  
Ravensbourne, getting to the harbour at 
1.20pm.  Too early to finish the day!  So we 
walked back to town.  Lauren did a bit of car 
shuffling and most of us walked to our 
homes.  For me, I'd walked (I think) nearly 
22km!  Doesn't look that far on the map! 

My thanks to my companions their  
enjoyable company and for being so  
tolerant on the steep, muddy and untracked 
sections! 

 

15-16
th
 June : Longwood Forest 

An early morning departure from Dunedin 
on Saturday (with a small detour to Gore 
McDonald's) allowed for a mid-morning start 
to our walk from Cascade Road (once we 
found it, since some helpful person had 
removed the signpost). With advice from 
Tim Russell's trip report, and a glance at the 
road ahead, we parked lower down the road 
than originally intended, but once we started 
walking up the road, we realised we had 
definitely made the right decision. The gorse 
narrowed in the sides, and large broom 
branches across the track would have made 
even a 4WD ride unpleasant. An hour's 
easy amble brought us to the junction of the 
track signposted with Te Araroa trail and 
Martin's hut. Just a little further on, we 
branched off again, with an older sign  
suggesting 30 minutes to the hut. With 
some ups and downs and expected mud, 
we arrived at the hut just in time for lunch.  

We enjoyed a leisurely lunch, including a 
hot brew, left our packs behind and followed 
the track behind the hut up to the top of the 
Longwood Range. We were pleasantly sur-
prised both by how quickly we reached the 
bushline, and by how vast the views were. 
Not far above the bushline, we reached the 
crest of the range and stopped to soak in 
the 360o views towards the Hump Ridge, 
Te Waewae Bay, Stewart Island, Whenua 
Hou/Codfish Island, Riverton, Oreti Beach, 
Tiwai smelter, Bluff Hill, and the Southland 
plains.  

Back at the hut, we set to work collecting a 
stash of firewood which was skillfully built 
into a roaring fire by Peter. The small, 1905 
erected Raceman's hut soon became quite 
cosy, aided with the consumption of mulled 
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wine and a smorgasbord of food. Despite 
heavy rain and possibly hail during the 
night, we woke to sunlight filtering through 
the trees. However, as we ate breakfast and 
packed up, a snow shower passed through 
and it was bitterly cold. We headed off along 
the water-race track towards Turnbull's hut, 
the easy gradient made more interesting by 
obstacles of windfalls and creeks to  
navigate.  

As the track began to descend ever so 
slightly, we knew we must be getting closer 
to Turnbull's hut, but the dense bush 
showed no signs of it. After an hour and a 
half, we reached several signs stating either 
5 or 10 minutes to the hut. Although we 
could see the shape of Big Dam to our right, 
it seemed like the longest DoC 10 minutes 
ever before we finally spotted the hut hiding 
through the trees. There was now very little 
water in the dam, just a swampy creek run-
ning through it and a lot of dead trees show-
ing where the water level had once risen to. 
The dam was used to feed the water races 
around the Longwoods which were mined 
for gold between the 1830s until the 1950s. 

Turnbull's hut was even less desirable than 
Martin's, with gaping holes in the roof, and a 
chimney that rattled like a steam train every 
time there was a light breeze. We had a 
little lunch here, then although there was a 
track behind the hut, we backtracked to the 
junction at the top of the dam and were 
soon out on comparative smoothness of 

Cascade Road. A clearing at the end of the 
road showed buried railway sleepers and 
gravel where industry had been before. 

As Jan commented, as soon as the road 
started to become comfortably boring, we 
came to a great gaping hole in the road 
where once there was a bridge across the 
river. Despite the broken up large concrete 
pipes in the river showing the might of the 
water, the level was now low and we could 
cross reasonably easily. The rain began to 
set in a little heavier, but we were soon back 
at the cars, pleased with our weekend ex-
ploring an unexpectedly delightful area. 

Written by Rose Colhoun for Jan Burch, 
Peter Boekhout, Saskia Bronstring and  
Andrew McConnell. 

 

2019 Annual General Meeting ï Committee Nominations 

The end of the financial year at the end of June means that nominations 
for the 2019-20 OTMC Committee are now open. Each year we elect a 
President, Vice President, Chief Guide, Treasurer, Secretary and seven 
committee members (the various roles such as Editor, Day Trips and 
Membership are normally filled by those elected as committee  
members). 

The 96th OTMC Annual General Meeting will be held on August 29, and 
nominations for the committee close with the Secretary on August 15. 
Nomination forms will be available at club meetings and are on our  
website. Nominees need to financial members of the club, and be  
nominated and seconded by current members. 

Some of the current committee have indicated they are unavailable for a 

further term, so if you are interested in standing for the committee please 
have a chat to one of current the committee members. 

Outside Martinôs Hut : Rose Colhoun 

http://otmc.co.nz/downloads.html


Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

July Weekends 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the  
closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure,  

non-members upon registering (non-members pay $13 more than the members fee shown below. 
Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).   

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 
You are responsible for your gear and medical / first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 
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27-28
th 
July :  Cameron Valley, Hakatere 

                Conservation Park   

(Fit) $60 Sue Williams 021 712 606  

(please note change of grade from the  
trip-card to Fit, due to winter conditions) 

The Cameron Valley is in the 
Hakatere Conservation Park, 
Canterbury. We will be heading 
for the Cameron Hut about 6 
hours (15.6 km) up valley, the 
last section climbs up the river 
bed and over large boulders.  
Cameron Hut is a 9 bunk hut 
but can be busy on the week-
ends, so I am planning to limit 
numbers. The hut is perched 
on the glacial moraine and the 
Arrowsmith Range is at the 
head of the valley. There are  

 
some spectacular views to be had from the 
hut and itôs also rewarding to walk beyond 
the hut up the Carriage-way (depending on 
snow levels).   

Spectacular Cameron Valley : photos Barry Walker 


